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T O 

The Serious Confideratioa 
o F T H E 

People of ENGLAND; 

Thefe DISCOURSES 

O N T H E 

USE and ABUSE of Parliaments, 

ARE, 

In the mod earneft and afiedionate Manner, 

Recommended ; 

That ALL may knbw the Truth; 
And that the Truth may make us Free. 



Advertifement 

As an A61 of Jujiice to the Memory of 
a great Man^ it is necejfary to ac^ 
quaint the Reader^ That he Jlanh indebted 
for the fir Jl of the following Dijcourfes^ to 
the celebrated Algernon Sydney, Efq-^ 
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A 

General ViI^w 

OF 

GOVERNMENT 

In Europe 

? T , i 1 ' ■ • i i i • ' ' ' ' 

INTRODyCTlQN. 

EB |:he efFe6fc of your Commaodf^ 
The want of Tune, of Books, an4 
Ailiftancc in this my Retirement^ 
make me very uncapable of the 
Undertaking: But myOjbedience and 
Performance with a Kid, will I hope bo 
accepted, when I cannot ra(:rifipe ap hua* 
jdred Bulls. 

Without farther Ceremony or Intro!^ 

du£lion, according to my Appreheniion. 

yehep) we enquire into the Authority anj 

g Nacwrff 




2 A general Vieni) of 

Nature of Parliaments, our Thoughts fliould 
be raifed above all Prejudice and Particula- 
rities; we (hould not conceive of them, as 
of fome Creature, form'd and nourifti'd un- 
der this or that Conflitution, but have a 
Notion as large and general, as is that of 
<joverni»ent or Civil-Society. 

We muft not be confined to the Writers 
of this or that Age, or Country ; but con- 
fult the univerfalReafon and Senfe of human 
kind, where Civil Government ha» t^ecb 
cxercifed. 

Much lefs is any particular ProfefHon or 
Fadlion of Writers, to be the only Authors 
of Credit with, us, in this Enquiry. 

Our Knowledge muft be fomething di- 
gefted ; and an impartial Refult from a Con- 
fideration of all as, well Times and Countries, 
as Writers and Cuftoms. 
, The Civilians, with their Bartolus and 
Baldus^ are not to didate to us on this, 
Occafion. Thefe were bred out of the Cor- 
ruption of the i?^w^/j Liberty; and*^ were 
Inftruments of Servitude from the Beginning. 
Their Work was, by hook and crook, to rap 
and bring all under the Emperor's Power; 
that was their Study, that their Province. 
But they were always ignorant of the Prafti- 
ces of better Times, and utter Strangers to 
the juft Rights of a Free- People s their Rules 

^nd 
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and their Maximis were, in efFeft, no other^ 
than fo many Stripes, (o many Marks, and 
items of Slavery to the Subjefts* 

Then, for the Municipal Lawyers of 
every Nation, they alfo are educated under 
too narrow a Difpenfation to think juftly in 
thefe matters. 

The Letter is the Sphere where they 
ihow their Adlivity, even, fometimes, to the 
pervertii^g and turning it againfl the Reafon 
and Intentions of the Legiflator. 

Their fmall Niceties, and their Subtleties, 
and their Inferences, are too fine drawn to 
bear or fiipport a Matter of this Weight and 
Circumference- 

Their Dedudions and Argumentations 
muft ever be taken with fome Grains of Al- 
lowance ; theCaufe here requires other Forms 
and Confiderations. We are not to ftick at 
the Letter, but go to the Foundation, to the 
Infide and Eflcnce of things. 

By their Acquaintance with the Cuftoms 
and Laws, they may aid and direft, but not 
over-rule; they may apply their Obferva- 
tions to ftrengthen the Fundamental Reafon, 
but are not to perplex and fubvcrt the Form 
of Government. 

My Lord Cook tells us, Parliament is de- 
rived from Parler le menty i.e. from fpeaking 
the mind. He might as honeflly have 
B 2 taught 
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taught us that Firmament i&firma nUfOis^ 
a Farm for the Mind; or Fundament, tha 
Bottom of the Mind. 

My Lord Cook^ how fagc foevcr other* 
wife^ in Parliament-Houfe is no more Au«» 
thority than Thomas Aquinas. 

And take him from his ordinary Ele-* 
ment, hisReafons are many Times as ridi^ 
culous as his Etymologies. 

Then for the Holy Scripture ; the Defign 
of it is no more to teach us Politics, than 
to make us Philofophers. 

jihaz\ Dial is no Precedent for our time 
or Meafures \ nor may the theocracy of 
the Jews authorize us to fet up for King 
Jefus. 

Our blefled Saviour did not di(lingui(h 
whether Cafar demanded Tribute, as Tri- 
bune and Servant of the people; nor whe- 
ther the Roman Empire remained fiill 
Democratical, (as Cafar pretended) or was 
Monarchical, as, in efFcft, it proved. 

The Holy Ghoft neither altered the Com- 
pletion, nor refin'd the Education ; but a 
Shepherd, notwithftanding the Oracles he 
delivered, continued the fame in other cir* 
cumftanccs, as if he never had been in* 
fpir'd. 

In like manner, where-ever Cbrijl is 
preached, the Sgul-faving Dodrine in no 

wife 
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wife operates upon the Policy or civil Con- 
fticutions) but leaves thofe AflFairs to be 
influenc'd by the ordinary Prudence and 
Difcretion. 

Whether therefore, it be fome particular 
gcnerofity in our Nature, that renders us im« 
patient of Slavery: or whether the Tempc- 
ratenels of the Climate inclines us to z 
Moderation in our Government : Or whe* 
ther it may be fome favourable Afpe(% of the 
Planets, {z^Ptobmy would perfuadeus) that 
difpofes Eunpe to the Love of Liberty ; 

So far as any Record or Hiftory can 
inform us, That Arbitrary and unlimited 
Domination, fo familiar in the Eaftern Parts 
of the World, amongft us did always (hew 
uncouth, and to be flared upon nolefs thaa 
their Elephants ; And indeed to us feem 
sltogether inconiiftent with a civil People. 

And it can be no more theBufinefs of the 
Gofpel to reconcile us to that Yoak, than it 
is to emafculate our Completion and Nature^ 
to change the Temper of ourClimatCi or to 
f urn pur 3tars froin their Courf^f 
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S E C T, I. 

Of the Ongwe, Power and Antiquity of 
Parliaments. 

ALL Power is from God, and we are 
to be fubjeft to the Higher Powers ; 
this all confent to; this is Dodtrine alike 
true in Holland^ as in France^ zt Venice^ as 
at Conjiantinople. 

But where this High Power and Sove- 
reignty reds, in whom 'tis lodged, this is a 
jpoint not fo obvious: Nor can the S. S. or 
holy Fathers any way help us in the Dis- 
covery. 

The Cuftoms and particular Laws of 
every Nation, are only capable to diredl us 
in that Scrutiny. 

Obedience is as much a Duty, and Re- 
bellion as. black a Sin where the people are 
King, as where a fingle-Perfon has the So- 
vereign Sway. 

The Title of King, Monarch, or Empe- 
ror, the Scepter, the Crown, the Royal 
Throne, with all the Robes and Pomps, 
and Badges of Sovereignty, and the Pre- 
cedency before other Chriftian Kings, have 
the (hadow of Majefty, but have none of 
the Subdance, as Bodin truly obferves. 

The 
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The Cafars were never fo abfolute, as 
when the Senate had the Shew, and the 
Name of all: But afterwards when their 
Power declined, then did their Shadows 
lengthen, and their Tides fwell beyond aQ 
Sobriety and Proportion. 

The French Parliaments in their Scarlet 
Robes, know none of that Sovereign-Power 
which their plain Anceftors fo long had 
exercifed in their grey Jackets. 

The Pontificalibus and Formality, de- 
rogates from the Antiquity and Independen- 
cy : And our Houfe of Commons may feeni in 
a manner, (if I may fo fay) to have commit- 
ted fome kind of Solecifm, in taking a Mace 
to be carried before them, but that their 
Simplicity andPlainnefs otherwifefufficicnt- 
ly denionftrates them the true, fincere, ori- 
ginal, fundamental, Common-Council, con- 
ilituted and form'd before Forms and 
Pageantries and Fopperies obtain'd in our 
Engli/h World. 

For Badge and Ornament they had Jupiter % 
Sceptre; which Plato interprets to be, not 
a tiptBatoon, or glittering, engraven Thing, 
but the Laws and Lcgiflative Power. 

Homer has taught the World to call Kings 

Paftors of the People. We commit not the 

charge of our Cattle to any one of the 

Herd, nor for our Sheep do we chufe one 

B 4 out 
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out of the Flock to be their Shepherd i bulC 
let over them a more excellent fort di 
Animal; fome Man is appoimcd for the 
Neatherd, and for the Shepherd, to govern 
and take the charge of them^ 

Now fince for the Condud and Sway over 
inen, the World is not furni(h'd with any 
Species more noble than Man, Art fupplieK 
what wanted in Nature; an artificial Man is 
#ram'd a politic Creature, a King that never 
dies, that can do no wrong, that cannot be 
4eceivedj whofe Councils and Determina^ 
tions ai-e theRefuic of the joint Experience 
and Wifdom o^ a whole Nation. 

Now, whether this artificial Creature^ 
may be caird a mixt Sort of Government 
as the Antients imagined; Or that it be 
originally, effentially, and fundamentally % 
Deniocracy, Monarchical in the Adminiftra-* 
tion, as Bodin and our Modern Politicians 
feein to underftand; This certainly is the 
Government that always has obtained io 
Europe \ and that which all, amidft their 
Commotions, Diflra£tions, and Convulfions^ 
in fome manner or other, with more or lefs 
Succefs and Perfedtion, have tended to^ as 
their Center, and only Place of Reft* 

If therefore the Jews had defired a King 
&iter the manner of the Europeans^ their 
Importunity peradvcnture might not hav4 

been 



Government in Europe. ^ 

been fo provoking to the Almighty t And 
we (hould have found another kind of 
Catalogue of their fair Qualities, than that 
delivered us by the Prophet: For, however 
their A/an or African Neighbours might 
have domineered it, ^nd blufter'd, a calmer 
Gale was always wont to breathe amongft us 
in Europe \ and, God be thank'd, we ar.e 
many degrees Northern Latitude from Og 
the King of Bajhariy and the Lands of 
thofe other Gyants, Amalekites, and PA/- 
liftines. 

The firft Writiirs amongft us hid their 
Imaginations foover-born with the Excellen- 
cy of Kingly Government, that they fancied 
in Heaven Jupiter to be the King of the 
Gods: And yet they thought the Common 
Council fo neceflary and eilential, that 
Homer reprefents even Jupiter ^ upon a great 
occafion, calling his0ijfF«yo;;}r^ his ParliV 
tnent of the God?. 

I have heard Divines obferve fomething 
of this kind, as figured of God Almighty 
from thofe words. Let us make Man: Thofe 
Words in the plural Number to them feemed 
toitxiport, as if God fummon'd a Parliament 

of 
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of the Trinity, to confuh upon that arduous 
Affair. 

Our Chriftian Poets have taken the fame 
Liberty, and fancied this, as an Image of 
Greatnefs, where could be no Acceffion to 
the Wifdom and Omnipotence. 

But again. Homer (whom Vlato in his 
Book of Laws, mentions as a Prophet, and 
one who reveals thofe things concerning 
Government, by Inipiration, which are not 
by human Knowledge to be attained) to (hew 
the utmoft Inhumanity and Barbarity of the 
Cyclopes and their Government, tells us, 
They neither held Parliaments for Council^ 
nor bad Right. 

He joins Parliament and Right, as of 
late days Guicciardine does Parliament and 
Liberty 5 as if Parliament, Right, and 
Liberty, were to ftand and fall together. 

And indeed amongft the Greeks^ how 
many Perfons, excellent otherwife, have 
been branded for Tyrants and Monfters, and 
made odious to all Pofterity, becaufe they 
affeded a more fmgular and unbounded 
Power than was confident with the Cuftoms 
and Conftitutions of their Country? 

- Nor 
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Nor was this Policy lefs known or pradis'd 
by the Latins. None of the anticnt Kings 
of Italy or Rome exercis'd other Government 
than by Parliament, till Tarquin the Proud 
with much Stratagem and Artifice attempted 
a new Way : But how fatal did he find that 
innovation ? 

Afterwards that the Cafars ufurped the 
Empire, when their power was thehighelt, 
they a£fe£ted to have all done in the name 
of the People and Senate. Neque tarn par vum 
quicquam^ neque tarn magnum pubticiprivati" 
que negotiiy de quo non ad Patres Confer iptos 
referebatur. 

And, notwithftanding the antient Liberty 
and Govcrnmeni; was fo run down, yet, on 
fbme occafions, the Authority of the Senate 
MTOuld be exerting itfelf. 

They declared Nero an Enemy of the 
State, and their Sentence had its Efifedt. 

Nor could (the Delight of human Kind) 
^itus^ though fo far engaged in Love and 
Honour, ftem the Authority of the Senate, 
in favour of his dear Berenice i but was for- 
ced to difmifs her, becaufe they forbad the 
Banes. 

And in efFefl:, the Power of the Senate 
once gone, that of the Emperors fignified 
little; the giddy Soldiers Ixroke all Rules 
and Meafures. They mutinied, and made 

and 
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and unmade Emperors, where, and when, 
and whom they had a mind ta So rhac 
the Emperor was only Tenant at Will to 
the Army. i 

SECT. IL 

Of the antient Conjiitution of England, both 
under the Britons and Saxons. 

Our Botchers of Hiftory, (hew a jolly 
Succefllon of Monarchs on their Fik for 
Britain in thofc Days : But Cafurs Com 
mentaries are of much better Credir, wh 
reprefents the Government of Gaul and B: •- 
tain, as muchwhat the fame in his timi j 
fays he of Britain^ Summa Imperii belltque 
adminijlrandi Communi Cenjiho permijfa efl 
Caflivellano, &c. The chief Command and 
Condudl of the War, was by the Common 
Council committed to Caffivellan. Com- 
pare thefe words with what he writes of the 
Gaulsy I. 7. Re in Controverfiam aeduSid tth 
tins Gallia? Con/ilium BihaSle indicitur^ 
eodem conveniunt undique frequenter multitu^ 
dineSy Juffragiis res permittitur^ ad unum 
omnes Vercengentorigem probant Imperato^ 
rem. Here the Council of all Gauly by 
reafon of the War, put it to the Vote who 
{hall be their General; and it was carrie4 

with 
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with a nemine contradicente for Vercengeth 
t9rix. 

t\rA 'tis beyond difpute, that their Go* 
verr'*^iient continued the fame in the Times 
of whioi Dion Cajjius and Tacitus write* 

Nor ib their Uniformity fo ftrange, con- 
fidering the Authority of the Druids^ and 
their Ccrrerpondcnce in both Nations. 

When the Englijh and French came 
from Germany to people Britain and Gaul^ 
the German Liberty and moderate Sway 
were tranfplanted with them ; and dill the 
Common Council had the main Stroke in 
all weighty Affairs; for to that Policy had 
they alio been educated. 

The Scheme of the German Government 
appears in thefe paflages of Tacitus. De mi-- 
noribus rebus Principes confultant^ de majori^ 
bus Omnes. In lefTer matters the principal 
men only, in the greatefl affairs all con- 
fult. 

EMewhere he fays of them, Ubi Rex vel 
Trinceps audiuntur Authoritate Juadendi ma^ 
gis quam jubendi potejiate. Where the King 
or Prince are heard for the Reafons they 
bring to perfwade, rather than for any Au- 
thority to command. 

Hereby 'tis manifeft, that in Germany alfo 
the people had their (hare in debating and 
dir»^ing all afi^irs of moment. 

Whw 
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When therefore the French under Wa^ 
ramond^ or FharamGndy came to fettle and 
mix with the Gauls, whatever other Diffe- 
rences might happen, in point of Govern- 
ment they were agreed beforehand, both 
reding upon the fame Bails, the Common 
Council 

Accordingly in thofe firft Days, we find 
them making their Kings, and again, upon 
occafion, unmaking them by general Confent. 
Hence come thefe Phrafes fa frequent in 
Aimoinus^ Sigeberty Engenbardus^ and the 
other Writers of thofe times. Confenfu 
Francoruniy EleSiione FranQoruniy Secundum 
Morem FrancoruWy in Regem eleSiuSy &c. 
On the other hand, Franci regno deturhanty 
a Francis repudiatuTy depofitus ac detonfus in 
monajierium detrufus ejiy a Francis in Mona-- 
chum tonjuratury &c. Where we may note, 
that our Authors intend by xhtiv per Francos y 
as much as per confenfum Francorumy or 
fecundum morem Francorumy which is, by 
the Common Council, and not in any un- 
ufual, mutinous, and tumultuous Way, as 
lomc, might objedt. 

Wpr are we to imagine the Government 
prefently altered, fo often as we find the 
Hiftorians varying their Phrafe. We muft 
now and then be content with fuch Words 
as the Monks of thofe Times were pleafcd 

to 
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to coin for us, and have new barbarous 
Names for the fame old Civil Conftitu- 
tion. 

Whether they fpeak of Germany^ of the 
French^ or of our Nation, they indifferently 
diverfify, and eniploy for the fame common 
Aflembly amongft others, the Appellations 
and Circumlocutions following. 

Sometimes they call it Curia^ and Curia 
Imperialism and Curia RegaliSy Curia Jolennis^ 
generalis Curia, magna Curia. 

Concelebranda patrum folermi curia ccetu. 
Curia Roncaliis jampridem indiSta cdiret^ 

fay their Poets. Which is expreffed in the 
German Tongue, by Hove, Koniglicher Hove^ 
groffen Hoff\ 

Elfewhcre it is call'd Cangregationes, which 
the Germans render Reichfverfamblung. 

Sometimes it iscall'd Concilium Principum, 
totius Germaniae Concilium, Concilium gene^ 
rale. Gunther fays, 

Concilium Procerum toto di corpore regni 
Convocat. 

And the Monk of Paderborn^ who liv'd 
about eight hundred years ago, in his Annals 
of Charles the Great, 

Anno 
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Anno JJ2. 
^ Rex JVormatiam Carblus cdkgit in urbem^ 
FtSLticovumproceres ad Concilium generale. 

Jmperialia Concilia poftqudm ceffawre^ am- 
nes pene deformitates introdu^ funt^ iay8 
Cardinal Cujan. 

Elfewhere thefe were called Convenius^ 
Conventus generalise Conventus publicus^ Con* 
venire generaliter populum Juum pracepih 
Habuit populijui generalem Conventum. Ha* 
iifpque juxta Morem Conventu generali. Thp 
Monk of Paderborn thus verfi^s, 

Jnno 77^. 
^ Duriam vicum froperanf^ nam rege 

jubente^ 
JUic Conventus populi generalis bifbetur. 

Elfewhere, 

Fenity & ad font e% jlimii eui Lifpia nomen^ 
Conventum feri 'Procerus ^ujfit gtmraknh 

Anno 775, 
Publicus in Paderbrunon Conventus babettir. 

Moft commonly it was called Placi$um. 
Qompendiiplacitumgenerale habuit. Ainaoinus* 

^fi9 
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JR^^Pipinus habuit placitumjuum in Nivernis 
Regino, An. 773, and An. yyy. T*enuit pla- 
citum in loco qui dicitur Paderbrannon. 
Abbas Scadenfis in Chr. An. 8 1 1. Imperator 
babitoplacito^ &c. And the aforefaid Monk, 

Anno 770. 
Convent um placiti generalis habere^ 
Cum ducibusfe vetlefuis dmunciat Hire, 

Regino calls it Synodus. An. 770. Caro- 
Iu8 babuit Synodum in Wormatid. 771. Ha^ 
buitSynodumadValentimanos.yjz. Synodum 
babuit in Wormatid. yj^. Habuit Synodum 
in villa qua dicitur Duria. 780. In Lippa 
Synodum tenuit. Convener ant multi Epijcopi^ 
Abbates^ Gf, Principes adlmperialem Syno* 
dum. Trithcm. Abb. 

Afterwards in Germany^ Diet was the 
-^ame that generally prevailed, as that of 
Parliament in France and England. 

Now thefe Quotations and Authorities 
fliew, not only that by all this variety of 
Names were underftood the fame Common 
Council^ but that the Principes^ Proceres^ 
Primores^ Duces, PatreSj &c. imported no 
more in truth, nor fignified other mari- 
ner of Men, than the very fame with 
,}Populus. 

C And 
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And the fame A0caibly by one Writer 
barely called Pt^lus^ or Conventus Populi^ 
is by another ftiled Conventus Procerum^ Con^ 
ventus Principum^ &c. which thofc Terms 
fecundam tnorem^ juxfa moretn^ TnoreJaJenm, 
ta folebat^ more fully demonftrate; which 
feem to refer an4 fend lis back to Tacitus^ 
Confultant de majorikus Omnes. 

This I the rather note, becauie I find 
Mr. Petty (amongft many other his excel- 
lent Memorials) obferving the like in old 
Records of Parliament, where thofe fome- 
where called Populus^ and Vulgus^ and the 
Commons^ are otherwhiles dignified with the 
gay Additions of Noble, Moji Noble^ Mofi 
lllujirious^ Mofi Gracious, Seigniors^ Mon-, 
JeigniorSy and Sires the Commons ; 

And likewife for that fome unwary and 
fuperficial Readers from this Root have pro- 
pagated and improved many Errors of per- 
nicious Confequence to our antient and 
fundamental Policy and Government. 

The French, incorporating and growing 
one People with the former Inhabitants, had 
a much eafier Province; they fettled, and 
purfucd their native Cuftoms and Forms of 
Government, nor met with that Difficulty 
and Oppofition which in this Nation attended 
the Engli/h and Saxons. Thefe had a much 
harder Game to play. Thefe could in no 

wife 
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wife fix, or find any furc Footing, without 
firft clearing their Way, and driving the 
Britons up by thenofelves, into a Corner of 
the Land. 

And after much tumbling and Buftle, we 
find them formed into a Heptarchy. 

How regularly they mov'd as to Civil 
Afikirs, how clofely they followed their 
Country-Cuftoms, or where they innovated 
and varied from their German Forms and 
Policy, in thofe dark Times, is hard to be 
traced. 

Some Footfteps however appeared then, 
which remained to Pofterity, as theDivifion 
of the Country into Hundreds, after the 
German Manner defcribcd by Tacitus j befides 
the other Royalties in the People, as that 
of appointing Sheriffs, and chufing Annual 
Magiftratcs, the JurifdiAion and Power of 
Life and Death by our Juries, &c. 

And, even before all came united under 
one Monarch, we find the Peopl? interpofing 
their Authority, and (for the Mifcarriages of 
Queen Edburga) providing that thereafter, 
No ^eenjhallft by the King, nor have the 
Title of ^een, but be called only the Kings 
Wife. Gens itaque occidentalium Saxonum 
Reginamjuxta Regem federe non patitur, nee 
etiam Reginam appellariy.fed Regis conjugem 
permittit, &c. Affcr. Mencv. & Malf. But 
C 2 I (hall 
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I (hall not repeat what Cambden and Selden^ 
itnd our other Antiquaries have colledted on 
this Occafion ; but Germany being the Source 
both of our People and Laws, I chufe 
faihcr petere fontes : And thence it may be 
concluded how tar we do ^are fuper vias 
antiquas^ and continue firm upon the old 
Bottom, 

SECT. III. 

Of the German Empire: the Electors \ the 
Encroachments of Caefar, and the Golden 
' Bull. 

When the People and Senate of Rome 
had transferred all their Right upon Charles 
the Great (or Charlemagne^ as the French cM, 
him) and Germany was made the Seat of 
the Weftern Empire, one might think, if 
there could be an Opportunity of introducing 
a new Form of Policy, this was the Time. 
Yet Charles^ fo viftorious, fo auguft, fo 
great, the like in no Age before him or 
fince ever known on this fide the Alps^ 
notwithftanding all that Power and Fortune, 
and the Imperial Crown that adorn'd him, 
his Language was ftill the high German^ and 
bis Government did ftill in the old Parlia- 
mentary Way go on and profper. 

Therefore 
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Therefore wc find him every Year with 
his Parliament. Eginbardus, who was his 
Son-in-law, and Chancellor, fays of him. 
Rex jk ad publicum popult fui convent um qui 
annuatim ob regni utilitatem celebrabatur^ 
ire^ Jic damum redire Jolebat. And Aimoinus^ 
4 4. r. 74. Generalem Conventum quotannis 
habutt. 

And to thefe Parliaments, under GOD, fo 
far as human Reafon may judge ^ does Hincmar 
(Archbi(hop of Rheims, and Chancellor in 
thofe Times) afcribe his happy Reign. 5^- 
cunda divifio^^ qua totius Regni ftatus antepth 
Jit$^ Jicut femper^ omnipotent is DEI judicio^ 
quantum ad bumanam rationem pertinebat^ 
confervari videbatur, hac eji^ confuetudo tunc 
temporis erat^ ut non Jiepius fed bis in Ann9 
duo placita tenerentur % unum quando ordina^ 
baiur flatus totius Regni ad anni vertentis 
fpaciumy quod Ordinatum nullus eventus re- 
rum^ ntfifumma neceJJttaSy quafmiliter toti 
Regno incumbebaty mutabat^ in quo placito 
generalitas univerforum majorum^ tarn Clerico-^ 
rum quam Laicorum^ conveniebat -, alterum 
cum Senioribus tantum & pracipuis Cmfi^ 
liariis. 

All this feems but a Paraphrafe upon the 

Paflage afore-cited out of Tacitus^ as to the 

Form of Government: The Princes and 

Seniors are for the Matters of lefi Weight 1 

C 3 the 
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the former here*mencioned, was the gene^ 
r^le placitum^ which the Germans more 
particularly call, Die jabrlicke verfamblungy 
the yearly Aflembly \ whofe Bulincfs (he 
tells us) was to order the State of the King^ 
4om. 

He (bows us likewife how binding thefe 
their Ordinances were, and not to be con- 
traven'd unlcfs upon the ucmofl: Necejjityi 
not a fuggcfted, inyifiblc, Court-Neceflity, 
but qua toti regno incumbebat^ a necejfity that 
lay upon the whole Kingdom. 

Ineflfed, the Parliament Or^«^, and he 
Executed their Orders; his OfHce was the 
Adminiftracion. 

Amongft other Particulars, we 6nd him 
in Parliament adjufting the Matter of Sue-- 
ceffion^ as Eginhardy and the Abbot of 
Stadefiy An. 813. inform us, of which the 
Monk oi Paderborn^ An. 813. 

XJnde DuceSy acPrimoresfokmniter omnes 
Atque Magijiratus^ ad Concilium generate 
Undique collegit, Natoquefuo Ludovico 
CunStorum cum confilio Jus omne regendi 
Tradidit Imperii^ Succejforemque paterni 
Impojito dejtgnavit Diademate Regni. 

And accordingly his Son Lodowic hy gene* 
fal Confent of Parliament did fucceed him ; 
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pojl mortem patris Pix^\{%Tzvi\ fummo omnium 
Francorum confmfu adminijirationem accepit^ 
Anooy. An. 8 14* de reb. gefl. Pip. Car. & 
Lud. 

The fame Author tells us, that this 
Lsdowic^ Lotbarium filium Primogenitum 
cof^ortem Imperii conftituere voltns^ AquiC- 
grani in conventUj morefotito^ infiituto^ eum 
coronavit. 

In like manner we have the Son of 
Amulpb chofen in Parliament to lucceed his 
Father, Regino, An. 900. Proceres & opfi^ 
mates ad Forachem congregati Ludovicum 
Jilium prafati principis, quern ex legitime 
Matrimoniofufceperat^ Regemfuperfe creant^ 
& Coronatumj regiijque ornamentis indutum 
infaftigio Regni Jublimant. 

Nor was this done only out of Formality, 
and for the greater State and Solemnity on 
thofe Occafions; for we fometimes find 
chem refuting to grant what the Emperor 
laboured to obtain : A mongft other Inftances, 
we have this laft named AmolpL An. 894. 
attempting to get the Parliament to make 
his Son Zundelbolk King of Lorrain. But 
they would not gratify him. Filium Zun-* 
delbolk. An. 894. Ordinibus Convocatis 
Regno Lothoraii praficere voluity minime tamen 
optimates pradiSii Regni ed vice adjenjum 
prabuere. Regino, 1. 2. But the next 
C 4 year 
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year after be prevailed, fays the fame Au- 
thor: Anno verojequenti in conventu Wor- 
matiss inftituto^ omnibus adfentitntibm id 
demum obtinuit. 

Hitherto thefc appear to be the fame 
Germans^ Ubi Rex vel Princeps audiuntur 
Authoritate Juadendi^ magis quam jubendi 
potejlate: 

And, feeing that this of Succeffion, is one 
of thofe Points that are of greateft Impor- 
tance, *tis ftrange how the Right. of Eledl- 
ing the Emperors came afterwards to be 
left in fo few Hands, and to be fettled in the 
Seven only, who, in courfcof Time got the 
Name of Princes EleStors. 

Neither the Occafion, nor the Time when 
this Cuftom began, can be difcovered. Some 
would deduce it from Charles the Great. 
Some from Otbo the Third, who reigned 
about the year 990. Others from Otbo the 
Fourth, An. 1200. Others again from 
Henry the Second, who was Emperor, An. 
100 f. 

From which Uncertainty we may only 
gather, that the Cuftom was very Antient : 
But it is not to be imagined that the other 
States by any public A(5t transfercd the 
Right upon thofe Seven. 

Amongft the Fallacies and Cheats of State, 
whereby the rich Men may impofe upon 

the 
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the poorer Sort, and worm them out of all 
their Share in the Government, Arifiotk 
reckons thefe: T^hat it be final for the Rich 
to be abfent from the Common Councils^ to re^ 
fufe being in Office^ to want^ or omit the 
Exercife of Arm s^ not toferve upon Juries^ 
&c. But the poorer Sort may ufe their Dijcre-^ 
tioKy it jhall not be penal to them ; they may 
chufe whether or no they will be prefent in 
Common Council^ bear Office^ be at the Charge 
of Arms and Training, be empannefd upon 
JurieSy &c. In theie Cafes this fpecious 
Liberty fools and bewitches them : for, fo long 
as no Rcftraint is upon them, and they arc 
not excluded or flighted, or difrefpcdted any 
way in the Matter, they rather follow their 
private Occafions at Home, and the Bufinefi 
of their Family: And thus by degrees 
infenfibly is the Commonwealth and Go- 
v^rnipent changed; And that is efFcdled 
by Art and Trick, which openly and fairly 
could never have been brought to pafs. 

We need not think that the Germans were 
over-reached by any the like Sophiflry and 
deceitful L^ws 5 but 'tis likely, that to Many 
it was fufficient that it lay in their Choice 
whether they would aft or no j and in that 
Security many fat down : Some could not 
conveniently fpare Time from their Family; 
fome were indifferent which way the World 

went; 
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went; fome could not part from their dear 
Delights, their Pots and their Hounds; and 
fome (bid at home» becaufe they could not 
make that Shew, and appear in a Pomp 
and Equipage like their Neighbours. By 
Reafon of thefe, and a many the like 
weighty Confiderations, together with a ge- 
neral Degeneratenefs, Supinefs, and Neglect 
of the Public, the Affairs of State became 
abandoned, and (huffl'd into a very few 
Hands; infomuch that few beiides thofb 
now called the Seven Electors, made any 
great Figure, or much laboured in that 
Sphere. 

But thofe Seven were fuffered from Time 
to Time by a filent Ufurpation to manage 
all> till infenfibly it grew into a Cuftom. 

So that (under Charles the Fourth^ when 
the Priviledges and Rites of every body 
came to be dated, and reduced by general 
confent into a (landing Law) in the begin-* 
ning of the Golden Bully this Miniftry of 
the Seven Eledors is faid to be an ancient 
and laudable Cuftom. 

Some will have thefe Electors to be a 
Committee of the whole Empire, and that 
(there being one King, one Duke, one 
Marquefs, one Count, with the Churchmen) 
^11 the feveral Orders in the Empire are 
fcprefented by them; and confi^qently 

that 
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that their AA is virtually the Ad of the 
Empire. 

^t it feems more reafonable, that this 
Sort of Ariftocracy fprung up to overtop 
the ancient more popular Government, by 
the Negligence or Inadvertency of the other 
Orders \ who wrere fatisfied in feeing the 
Emperor thereby effedhially held within 
compafs, and had no Care or Confideration 
farther.^ 

For all their Fears and Appreheniions 
had rifen from the Emperor, and, fo be 
that they might be fecurcd againft his 
Encroachments and Oppreffion, they were 
content to fct up thofc Eledtors, to oppofc 
the Emperor, and (land as a Bulwark be- 
twixt him and them. 

And therefore by their free A(5t in the 
Golden Bull^ they fettle and confirm to the 
Eledore tlKit Prerogative, which no Prer 
fcription otherwife could have made juft 
and authentic. 

Above an hundred Years before, in the 
Church had the Government changed Face; 
an Ariftocracy obtain'd, and the Ele(3ion of 
the Pope ceafed to be longer Popular. 

About the fame time, m Enghnd ahb, 
the old Laws and Policy ran a dangerous 
Rifque from an Inundation of arbitrary 

Power, 
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Power, that threatened to break down aU 
the ancient Banks and Barriers. 

For the NormanSy having come amongft 
us, partly byConfent, partly by Force, puft 
up and wanton with their new Acquifitions 
and Swing of Fortune, they could not well 
be kept within Bounds: Now and then 
Speeches of Conqueft and holding by the 
Sword, and the like Bug-titles, were ban- 
died to and fro amongft the giddy Cour- 
tiers, with now and then a Sally and Inroad 
upon the People, trampling Property under 
Foot. 

Thefe Infolencies and Invafions kept the 
Nation awake, and put them upon their 
guard, to wait an Opportunity whereby 
their antient Rights and Cuftoms might be 
reduced into Form, and folemnly recognized 
by fucceeding Kings in the Great Charter. 

Thus was the Cockatrice cru(hed in the 
Egg; and an early Spp put to Arbitrary 
Sway in England \ and the Government 
returned to its old Center of Parliaments 
again. 

Germany y in this Jundure, lay moft open 
and expofed : The Emperor, Lord of the 
World, and Head of the Nations^ Succeflbr 
to thofe Ceejars that had broken down alt 
Forms and Fences, fo that Liberty and 
Properly lay waftc every where before them. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe owed all their Power to the Sword. 
The Imperial Crown^ the Lex Regia^ the 
whole Bulk and Body of the Civil Lau^y 
were wholly and entirely their own proper 
Creatures ; and what more might be devifed 
to make a Prince unlimited, uncontrolable, 
great and barbarous, and render him a 
Cyclops or a Leviathan ? 

But theRefult was, the Cujioms and 
Liberties of the Germans were far more 
Antient and more Sacred to them, than 
any New Song that the Civilians could 
teach them. 

Therefore all this long Rattle of Impe- 
rial Prerogative only alarm'd them, and 
made them provide the better for their 
Security : 

And as their Danger was the moO: 
threatning, and arm'd with ftronger Titles 
and Pretentions than in other Nations; fo 
have they with more Care fought their 
Prefervation : And the Golden Bull with 
them was framed, and had the fame tScQt 
as Magna Charta with us; which they 
ftrengthen and make Supplements to, hy 
new Capitulations upon occafion, according 
as the Emperors abufe their Power, or that 
Tricks are devifed, by Colour of the Letter, 
to elude the honeft Intention of that Funda- 
mental Law and Conflitutioa 

Thus 
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Thus we fee it true, in refpcd of Sch- 
vcreignSy as well as of Sul^eAs, That ewf 
Manners are the caufe of good and whole- 
feme Laws. 

SECT. IV. 

Of the French Government and Parliament. 

The French have no Gtdden Bull, nor 
Magna Cbarta ; peradventure, becaufe no 
Kiiig of theirs had thoie Pretenfions of 
Conqueft, as the Normans here; nor had 
that imperial Title of the Sword, and the 
Civil Laws, as the Cafars, to [tranfport 
theo) beyond the Bounds of Moderation 
and Reafon : 

Which put them upon other Meafures, 
and gave them Opportunity, ftep by flep, 
flily, infenfibly, and (urely, to t&Gt what 
more openly could never have fucceeded. 

As in the Fable, the Storm and Violence 
of the Wind could not force away the 
Traveller's Cloak from him •, but the Sun 
coming filently upon him, diffolves him 
prefently, makes him unbutton, and ftrips 
him of all. 

Noife and Blufter make the People the 
more obftinate and tenacious. But Things 
remote afFeiS them not. They never lee 

Confequences, 
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Cbnfequences, nor lay aught to Heart that 
is not immediately prefent before their 
Eyes. 

If any Thing, now and then, in the 
Courfe of their King's Reign, happened that 
was (hocking, all was look'd upon as fome 
perfonal and accidental Slip only, without 
Foundation for Continuance, or without 
giving Jeabufy of being repeated to Po« 
fierity. 

About an Hundred Years afor Magna 
Charta was cfkblifh'd, was that Projedl; of 
the modern Parliament in France fet on 
Foot, to render unneceflary the antient 
Aflembly.of the States, and confequendy to 
alter the Government. 

Bat the EngUJb Arms gave Check to 
their wanton Career, and for a long time 
diverted them from purfubg that Defign, 
or bringing it to any Head. 

However, this new A&mbly or Vice- 
Parliament was cultivated and improved 
daily : They affumed all the Pofivr, they 
confulted and determined the weighty Af- 
fairs; and, in Cafe the King offered any 
Violence to the Laws, they encounter'd and 
opposed his exorbitant Courfes; they laid 
before him his Coronation- Oath, and plied 
him with Remonftrance upon Remon- 
ftrance, till they brought him toReafon. 

Neither 
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Neither War nor -Alliance could be 
made, nor could any his Edi<a: or Com- 
mand have Effe^, till ratified and ap- 
proved by them. 

So that to the unwary Multitude thefe 
ferv'd the Turn as well ; thefe were as ef- 
fedtu^l and fufHcient, and mere ready and 
expeditious than the great old Parliament. 

But afterwards came new-fa(hioned Kings 
10 reign, who would not be overcome by 
Reafons or Remonftrances: 

And yet then alfo, was a formal Com- 
pliance of this Parliament thought necef- 
fary; and, as an Expedient, when not 
fatisfied in Confcience that an £di£t ought 
to be ratified, was introduced that Claufe, 
Mandato Regis-, which imported, that they 
did not ratify fuch an Edid upon their 
dwn Judgment, but that they were over- 
ruled by the King's particular Command. 

Afterwards again came the Exprejfo 
Mandato, and expreffijjimo Mandato Regis, 
according as they pafTed it with a greater 
Rcludancy, and greater Violence had been 
offered to their Judgment. 

But Henry the Fourthi who had fought 
through all Oppofition into his Kingdom, 
and had fubdued to his Will all that had 
fac'd him in the Field, grew impatient, 
after fo great Contrafts, to find his Refolu- 

tions 



Government in Europe. 33' 

tiohs croft, and contefted by tame Gown- 
men ; therefore, to rid himfclf at once of 
all thofe verbal Frays and Formalities, made 
a Law, that thereafter the King's Edidts 
fhould be ratified and emologated upon 
Sight, without more formal Trifling and 
Difpute. 

Thus were thofe Remains of Sovereign 
Power, that had furviv'd in this diminutive 
Parliament, bafH'd and extinguilh'd, with- 
out much Labour : 

But, as they never poflTefled the Vigour 
and Spirit of the anticnt Aflembly, the 
People were never fo ftupid to truft, 
or lay much ftrefs on their Valour and 
Performance 1 

And therefore did more early (how their 
Refcntment ; nor, without a general Con- 
vulfion and Civil War, could bear the Ap- 
prehenfion of a Court-Defign to lay afide 
the old Parliament. 

It was the Boaft of Lewis the Eleventh 
on this Occafion, that he had Mis laRoyauti 
hors du page. He had fo ordered Matters, 
that the Royal State (hould be no more a 
Fupil\ in him it came of Age to difpofe 
Things, and adl of its own Head, and 
(hould not need to be tutor" d^ or be under a 
Guardian any longer, 

D This 
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This was a Prince of a particular Hu- 
mour, and of Angular Endowments. It 
was no wonder if he did not like the Check 
of a Parliament; he had before attempted 
by two or three Rebellions to free himfelf 
from the Authority of his King and Fa- 
ther. 

The good old King, Charles the Seventh, 
weathered the open Violence, but Fear of 
Poifon overcame him.; infomuch, that he 
durft neither eat nor drink any thing, but 
after five Days fafting died 

And now Lewh being King, his firft 
Work was to clear the Court from all who 
ferv'd his Father, and/pack off all the 
Princes of the Blood, and antient Nobi- 
lity, and to create a new Set of Nobles 
and Courtiers for his Purpofe. 

The People took the Alarm, and cla- 
moured for a Parliament to regulate Dif- 
orders, and prevent the Evils that thrcatned 
and hung over them. A Parliament! a 
Parliament] was the Cry and Expedtation 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The Biftiop of Parh and Clergy, the 
Courts of Juftice, and the City, (the Three 
Bodies of greateft Confideration and Gra- 
vity) prcfentcd to him their fcveral Re- 
mondrances. 
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He (Diflembling being his Talent) took 
all kindly; and to break their Difcontents, 
or divert them, took fix Perfons out of 
each of their Companies, to be of his 
ordinary Council; in Show only; for in 
EfTeA he was ftill the fame. 

And amongft the profligate Rabble about 
the Court, there wanted not in the mean 
time a Sort of Wretches who made an 
Hubbubi and^ as formerly, declared their 
Deteflation and Abhorrence of their Pradl* 
ces who had importuned the King with 
their Rempnftratices, and call'd it an un* 
paralleird Violation of their Duty, Nay, 
{Philip de Comines tells us,) the Courtiers 
went fo far, that they call'd it Rebellion to 
meption a Parliament. Nor was it ftrango 
fuch Cattle (hould* then be (heltered about 
the Court, when a Mountebank was fet up 
for Lord Chancellor, Taylors- and Barbers^ 
(jfoban de Doyac^ Olivier le diable dit le 
Dain, 6cc.) the Prime Minifters of State. 

This Jarring and Mifunderftanding was 
followed by a Civil War, which was call'd 
The Public Good. This produc'd a Parlia- 
ment. And this Parliament would no longer 
truft Lewis^ Angle, with the Adminiftration 
of Affairs ; but appointed him thirty-fii^ 
Commiflioners, {Curateurs) tobehisAffift^- 
D 2 ants* 
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ants. However, Lewis's Excellency lay in 
playing an Afcer-Game. 

In the War, he had fent to his Ally 
JUexander Sforza for Aid ; who returned 
him Anfwer, That Men he had none to fpare, 
but would give Advice which (hould be as 
effectual; fo the Italian advis'd him, 
Alwdys to agree with bis Enemies upon any 
Conditions^ and then find the Opportunity to 
cut their T^hroats. According to this, Bodin 
fpcaks df him, Facem inire coaSius eft^ fed 
COS omnes clam aut aperte^ paucis admodum 
exceptis^ necandos curavit fratrem^ quoque 
Carolum veneno. 

This is the Dexterity which Comines 
fo much labours to glofe over, and fet a 
Countenance upon ; thefe the Belles ASlions^ 
and the Finefe^ which the modern French fo 
much celebrate at this Day : All is copied 
from this Original. 

Perjuries and Poifons were his ordinary 
Arms, yet none fo devout, none fo fuper- 
ftitious, none made the like Largcflcs to the 
Church : But his Mafles and Pilgrimages did 
always portend fome ftrange, horrid Murder 
about to be executed. 

Thefe were but perfonal Vices ; his 
cajoling the Citizens, and afFc(9:ed Gallantry 
to their Wives, was Politic enough : But 
what prov'd mod effeditual to his Defign 

of 
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of changing the Government, and exclud- 
ing Parliaments, was his laying afide the 
Franc- Archers ; who hitherto had been the 
Train'd-bands, and ordinary Militia of the 
Country. 

In the War (calFd I'be Public Good) he 
found that thofe Franc-Archers (being Men 
of a fettled Habitation^ and Way of Living) 
took part with their Landlords and Neigh- 
bours againft him ; therefore from thence- 
forward he flighted them, and by Beat of 
Drum from Town to Town, gathered and 
lifted fuch as voluntarily offer'd themfelves 
to his Service. 

Thefe were then called Adventurers^ 
becaufe they fought their Adventure by the 
Fortune of War ; as, afterward, when Charks 
(he Eighth carried them over the Alps^ 
they got the Name of Soldiers^ from the 
Sold or Pay they received upon th^t Ex- 
pedition. 

But as this Lewis could not trufl: thp 
Militia^ fo within ai little Time he began 
10 think himfelf not fafe ampngft his Jid- 
venturers : Thefe yet were not remote 
enough from the Intereft of their Coun- 
try, and had fonie fmall Senfe of its Op- 
preflion. 

Thereupon, for the more immediate 

Guard of his Perfon, he takes into Penfion 

D 3 Four 
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Four Thoufand Switzers ; and by that Efta- 
bliflimcnr, fecms to have completed his 
Defign, and altcr'd the old Parliamentary 
into a Military Government. 

And now it was noc fo hard a Matter to 
borrow Money of the Citizens, and other- 
wife make thofe Levies which no King be- 
fore him ever attempted. 

Thus it was that he brought the Royalty 
horsdupage; or, rather (according to the 
Paraphrale of their Hiftorian Mezeray) hors 
dufenfe & du raifonne. 

Though in Germany the Condition of 
their Parliaments is not altogether fo deplo- 
rable and defperate ; yet of later Times 
there have not wanted lufty Endeavours by 
Force and by Artifice to deftroy them. 

Right and Wrong are ever the fame, but 
Times and Manners vary Faces very much. 
One while, inftead of all other Penalty for 
a Crime, it was fufEcient that the Law 
cenfur'd it with an improbe faSlum. To 
fay, he that does fo, or fo, is to blame, was 
more efFedual and coercive in thofe Sa^^ 
turnian Days, than are Racks and Gibbets 
with us. 

Radamanthus his Way of adminijirin^ 
yiijiice in all Caufes between Party and Far* 
tyj was by putting them both to their Oaths, 
and determining their Right accordingly. 
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7bis^ fays Plato, was a proper and ready 
Way in that Age^ when every Body waspoj^ 
Jejjed with the Fear of God. But^ fays he, 
this would not do^ now in our Times^ when 
fome make it a ^uefion^ whether there be a 
God or no\ others make a Doubt whether 
God regards what we do on Earth \ mofi and 
the worji of Men have a Conceit ^ that thif 
there be a God^ yet they can pacify him with 
their vile Adulations^ their Mummeries and 
their Maffes \ fo that they may ftill be as 
wicked as they pleafe. 

Therefore^ fays he, when Metis Opinions 

are cbang'd^ the Laws afo muji be chang*d\ 

for^ otherwife^ if our Judges now were to 

make Radamanthus their Prefident^ we/hould 

alt be over Head and Ears in Perjuries. 

The like may be obferv'd in relation tp 
Sovereigns. In old Times, at firft there 
was only a fimple Confidence between them 
and their PeopU ; and never were Kings fo 
referv'd, as then when they had no Bounds^ 

Afterwards, the Misbehaviour of fome 
Princes introduced that Check of a Coro- 
nation-Oath : And where That is the only 
Check, 'tis an Argument ihey had never 
yet been there tainted with the Aihcifm 
and Infidelity which Plato mentions ; but 
had continually lived and ruled with that 
Simplicity and religious Fear^ fo memora* 
D 4 blc 
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ble in thofe Days, when Minos and Ra-- 
damanthus were Ring and Chief Juftice of 
Crete. 

Claude Seijfelle reckons feveral Refrains^ 
Bridles that curb the French Kings ; but 
now when the old Parliament is obfolete, 
this would be remarked upon, as a grace- 
Icfs, unmannerly Metaphor in their refined 
Language. 

SECT. V, 

A ^ranfition to the Republic ^Venice; of 
the States of the Empire^ their Power and 
Privileges^ and of the Imperial Preroga- 
tive^ 

In the State of Venice^ at firft their 
Prince was as abfolute as any Barbarian ; 
till having ftrayed, and given fome In- 
ftances of humane Frailty, new Curbs and 
new Ties were dcvifed for him ; but the 
Italian prov'd ftill too witty to be held by 
any. 

The Venetiamy however, would not be 
dallied withal; they would not fuffer the 
Tranfgreflbr to rejoice long in his Extra- 
vagance, but purfued him with exemplary 
Punifliment. Sabellicus reckons to the 
Number of Twelve that loft their Heads 
for flipping their Bridles. 

A? 
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At length, when the Venetians found 
that neither the fimple Truft was facred, 
nor the Coronation Oath .inviolable, nor 
the exemplary Punifliment efFe<aual, to 
contain their Prince within the Bounds 
that were confiftent with a fisfe People: 
They concluded, that the public Safety 
could not be fufficiently provided for, and 
fecured againft their Prince, till they ftript 
hina of all the Reality and Subftance; leav- 
ing him barely the Formalities and Trap- 
pings, and empty Shadow of Sovereignty. 

Now to come back to the Germans. 
Whatever Shifts other People have been 
put to, to maintain their Liberty, they (it - 
fliould feem), never truftcd the Sovereignty 
out of their own Hands; fo that, whether 
it be a mixedj or what other Sort of* G07 
vernment you call it, the great Affairs were 
always refervcd to be determined in Parlia- 
ment ; there was the Suprerpe Power, there 
was the Majefty. 

Yet no People have been forwarder in 
adorning their Prince with all the Titles and 
Expreflions of Greatnefs, and an arbitrary, 
uncontrolable Power than they. 

All the A6ls and Laws run in his Name, 
and are call'd Cafar's Laws, and Ca^ar's 
Conftitutions. 

Where the Emperor and the Empire 

ar^ 
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iare named, he conftantly has the Prece* 
dence. 

In the public Ordinances and Recejfes^ 
every thing from him are ftiled Precepts 
and Commands;* from the States merely 
Obediencci and Prayers, though he cannot 
wag a Finger without their Confent. 

They every where fpeak of, and own m 
him a Fulncfs of Power vollncommenheit : 
And this they give alfo to the King of the 
Romans at the fame Time; to (hew the 
Emptiriefs and Vanity of it : As hoth are 
call'd Heads of the Empire, though the 
Latter has no Power at all, during the 
Emperor's Life, 

They and all the World Xalute him by 
the Title of Imperial Majcfty. And the 
perman Style will not allow Majefty to any 
pthcr Kings; die Koniglicher Wurde^ not 
die Koniglicher Mabty the King's Worfliip, 
not Majefty. 

Yet after all, Mneas Sylvius fays, in 
Germ. r. 43. Imperatorem^ & Regem^ & 
Dominum wjirum efe fateamini^ precarie 
famen ilk imperare videtur^ nulla ejus po^ 
tejlas eft. 

The Shadow and Flourifti only were in 
the Etaperor; butthcy«r^ MajeftatiSy the 
Vis Imperii^ the Effentials of Majefty were 
;»lway$ refer v'd and exercis'd by the com- 
mon 
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mon Affembly, as by ihc Particulars may 
more plainly appear. 

I. One of the Rights of Sovereignty is 
to be ^bove the Law, and to give Laws 
to the People, 

Neither of thefe Royalties belong to the 
Emperor ; he may be call'd to Account 
for violating the Laws. In the Golden Bull^ 
the Forms and Proceedings- againft him 
are ftated: 'Tis there faid to be the Cuf- 
tom^ and accordingly fettled and agreed for 
Law, that the Eledlors may impeach the 
Emperor, in the Affembly of the States; 
and the Count Palatine of the Rhine^ as 
Chief Elcftor, is t6 be the Prefident or 
Judge. 

For the Legiflation, or making Laws, 
the Emperor propofits, the States arc free 
which Propofitions they will proceed upon. 
When an Adl is to be paffed, the Eled:ors 
have fix Votes, the Princes fix, the Cities 
two, the Emperor has but one (the laft) 
Vote. Without % Majority he can do 
nothing: They can decree without hirn 
if he is abfent. The Ordinances are to 
be confirmed by his Seal and Subfcription^ 
but if the States perfift, he muft of Necef- 
fity comply: Even Charles the Fifth in 
vain contefted that Point, as may be feen 
in Sleidariy /. 4^ 

Thefp 
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Thcfe Sanftions are regularly fubfcribcd 
by Cafar^ and by fome of the Stares for 
the Empire j and are enrolled (at Mentz) 
in the Chancery of the Empire. The fe- 
vcral Members of the States are fworn to 
be true to the Emperor and to the Em- 
pire 5 and are faid to be Subjedls (.*f !.ae 
Emperor, and of the Sacred Empire 

2. In Matters of Religion, in al; 7:.,;:: ;^ 
the Head of the State had the v.... .\:\:i 
Direction, as it was faid o[TiI;eniis l-J-i 
munere fummum Pontijicem fum7?ium h. .. : -i 
effe : And the firft Chriftian Pnrjcf:>., 
fore the Papal Tyranny ufurpt upoi. «, 

were always the chief Pontifs, and r. i 
the Pontifical Habit from that Coile^c 

But upon the Reformation in G' : y, 
Anno 1555, both the Emperor and >p 
were excluded, and their Pontifical ore- 
macy abrogated. In the Point of Religion, 
the Emperor was not confider'd as the 
Chief and Head of the Empire, but as 
a Party: for by joining himfelf to the Ro^ 
man Catholics, he made their Caufe and 
Concern his own : It was therefore agreed 
and concluded, That the States only (hould 
determine in Matters of Religion; and 
(hat with a tender H^nd^ ia ao amicable 
Way only. 

3. War 
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3. War and Peace arc tranfadled in the 
Name of the Emperor; but in EfFeft, all 
is rcfcrv'd to the States. He muft at the 
leaft have the Confent of the Elcdlors. 

Yet any Prince of the Empire may levy 
Soldiers, may make Leagues and Affocia- 
tions without any Body's Leave. 

4, For Jurildidtion, and the laft Appeal, 
the Civilians fay the Emperor is Fom omnis 
JuriJdiSiionui but hore it is far otherwife. 

The Princes, in Caufcs touching their 
Life, their Honour, or their Fee, always 
claimed their Privelcgc das jurjlen-recbt 
(they call it) to be try'd by their Peers the 
Princes of the Empire.' 

I'he common Pleas were tried by the 
Eaiperor, and attended his Motion, till by 
the Increafe of Suits, that Judicature was 
no longer fufficient, the Judges grew Cor- 
rupt, and many other Inconveniencies 
appearing, the States in their Affembly at 
Franckfort^ An. 1489, ordered a Place cer- 
tain for the Decifion of thofe ordinary 
Caufes ; whereupon the Imperial Chamber 
at Spires was eredled. 

All the Procefs and Decrees of the 
Court ran in the Emperor's Name, and are 
under his Seal; and it is call'd Cafar\ 
Court: But it is alfo call'd the Court of 
the Empire, 

The 
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The Emperor only named the Prefident; 
by the States were the Reft of the Judges 
appointed; and the other Officers of the 
Court by the Eledkor of Mentz, Arch-Chan- 
ceiior of the Empire. 

The States likewife execute the Sentence. 
They vifit and reform the Court by their 
Commiiiioners; and to thefe Vificors are 
the Appeals, not to the Emperor. 

Yet fbnie vdunury fle&rences that were 
made to the Emperoc and his Privy-Coun- 
cil, and to their Arbitration, gave them 
Opportunity of late to ufurp a Jurifdidion. 

5. Taxes are all levied in the Emperor's 
Name; but in Truth, nothing of that Na- 
ture can be done without the AfTembl^ of 
the States: Nor is the Emperor trufted with 
the Money in his Exchequer; the States keep 
it till it be employed s they have their fc- 
veral Treafuries. 

Sometimes the feveral Circles keep their 
refpedive Money; fometimes a public 
Treafury is agreed upon, and one or more 
Pfenning-Mei/iers (Penny-Mafters) appoint- 
ed. Anno 1495, ^^^y ordered feven Trea- 
furers, one to be named by the Emperor, 
and fix by the States. Thefe fwear to the 
States. And if any be, by fpecial Oath or 
Obligation, bound to the Emperor or other 
particular State, he is uncapable of that 

Truft. 
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Truft. Thcfe are accountable to the States 
only. 

If the Occafion for which the Tax was 
rais*d be taj^en away, the Money cannoc 
be diverted to other Ufes, but by the Confenc 
of the States. 

6. The chief Magiftrates are, none of 
fheoi, made by the Emperor. The Count 
Elector Palatine is Vicar or Protedfpr of 
the Empire, and has the Charge of k ia 
the Emperor's Abfence. The Thre^ Eccjb- 
jQaftical £le<9ors, who are chofen by their 
Chapters^ are of courfe the Arch-Chan- 
cellors of the Empire. The States appoint 
the {Reicbs-Skak-Meijier^ or Reichs-Pfen-^ 
ning'MeiJier) the Treafurer of the Empire. 
Sometimes they leave the General to be 
nftm'd by the Emperor, and the ten Circles 
appoint tihfsir ieveral Dire^^tors or Council 
for him^ 

For the other Particulars, as the Infpec* 
tion and Care of Coining Money, the 
hearing and fending Ambaffadors, &c. the 
Emperor has no great Matter of Advantage 
above the other States. 

On a common Account, where the Con- 
cern is general, the States muft be con* 
fulted ; and nothing can be done without 
their Confent and Approbation. 

The 
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The Elcdors are in Poflcffion, and tfxf*- 
crcife a particular Sovereignty in fome 
Points of greateft Moment. They are the 
Truftees and Reprefentative of the whole 
Empire, in their Eledion of the Emperor. 
And hereupon they undertake likewife to 
loofen his Power, or tye it up (hort; and 
make what Capitulations they pleafe with 
him : And thereby would aflume to them- 
ielves more than the other States will ever 
be content to allow them. 

But the Emperor fingly, befides the 
Name, and Pomps, and empty Titles, has 
very little of the fubftantial Sovereignty 
entrufted with him. 

The Invejiiture of the great Fiefs belongs 
to him : This is a Prerogative, goodly in 
Show, and were of Moment, could he lay 
any Conditions or Charge oh the Perfon in- 
verted ; but nothing is left to his Will ; he 
cannot deny, nor delay the lawful Heir. 
Nor docs the Fee for Want of Heirs cf- 
cheat to the Emperor, but to the public 
Patrimony, 

He grants PrivilegeSy where a third 
Perfon or the Public i^ not injur'd. 

He founds Univerfities, grants Fairs, 
makes Denizens, (3c. 

He creates Kings, Princes, Dukes, Mar- 
quiffes, Counts, Poct-Laurcats, DodorSjG'r. 

He 
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He gives only the bare, titulary Honour 
bf Prince, but not the Qualifications ; he 
tannot make him capable to fit and vote 
iamongft the other Princes of the Empire. 

So that here the States are not fubjeft 
to that Impofition which the Roman Senate 
once fuflTer'd under 7arquinius PriJcuSy who 
treated an hundred new Senators, to the 
End he might be fure of a Court- Party, 
by his Creatures, and have a Majority of 
Votes in the Houfe, 

In (hort, the Germans feem to have ob- 
ferv*d the Rule in Politics, That he who is 
the moft high in Name and Dignity, ftiould 
in real Power be the leaft confiderable. 

Yet, in the laft Age, the States gave way 
to feveral Innovations, which prov'd of 
i!niichieVous Confequcnce afterwards. 

SECT. VI. 

Of the Regiment or Diet of the 'Empire*, 
with a port Retrofpedl to the Parliament 
of France; and Panegyric upon that of 
England. 

It had antiently been the Cuftom for the 
Afiembly of the States, to fend for the 
Emperor to come to them upon Occafion; 
fo Hincmar tells us of Charles the Great, 
Rogatu ipforum in Concilium venieiat, quo- 
E tiefcunqite 
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tiefcunque 'voluntas ejfet ut ad eos wnireti 
Jimiliter qmque quanta fpacio voluijfenty cum 
its confijierety &c. Ep. 3. c. 35. Upon their 
Mejfage to bim^ be came to tbe Ajjemblj^ as 
often as tbey bad a Mind he Jhould come to 
tbem\ and in like manner bejiayedfo long 
witb tbem as tbey dejired^ and this Cuftom 
continued, as may be feen in Lebem. I. 7. 
c. 80. and c. 115. till under Maximilian^ 
and then the States began to go to the 
Emperor. 

This Maximilian likewife, upon Pretence 
of fudden Occafions that admitted not de- 
lays, would, now and then, be 2L&mg Jingle^ 
and ufurping in feveral Particulars the 
Power that of Right could only be excr- 
cifcd by the States. 

Therefore the States, An. 1500, to take 
off thefe Pretences, and prevent all Attempts 
of this Kind, and partly, peradventure, for 
their own Eafe, fubftituted in their Abfence 
a Committee^ which they call'd the Regt-- 
menfy and the Members Regents. This 
Regiment was an Epitome of the whole 
Empire, and was endued with all the Powers 
and Sovereignty accordingly. 

It confifted of twenty Perfons, who were 
chofen out of the feveral Orders of the 
States, and took an Oath to be true to the 
Emperor^ and to the Sacred Empire, 

The 
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The Emperor, or his Proxy, was their 
Preiideot; but, left this might give too great 
Advantage to the Emperor, an Eledor was 
added, as a Joint*Preiident with the Em- 
peror, or his Proxy. 

No Perfon of Dependance on, or parti- 
cular Obligation to, the Emperor, was capa- 
ble of being a Meniber. 

The Emperor had no more Vote than 
any one of the Twenty Regents i nor could 
determine aught, unle& the Majority were 
for him. 

Thefe were not fimply to confult, but 
had the Execution alfo. 

This Conftitution held for fome Years; 
and then the Annual Ajfemhly returned, and 
refumed their Power, and adted again : But, 
in cafe of fudden Necefiity, left another 
Expedient for the Emperor. They confti- 
tuted for him a Counfel confiding of Eight 
Perfons, Four chofen by the Eledors, and 
Four by the other States. Thefe were 
fworn to be true to the Emperor and to 
the Empire, ScwerenderKe^erlichenMajeJiat 
tind dem heiligen reicbs getreu^ &c. 

But Charles the Fifth coming to Reign, 
he went upon the new Model immediately: 
He reftor'd the Regiment, but made the 
Conditions altogether different. 

E 2 How 
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Now it confifted not of Twenty, bud 
Twenty-two Perfons : He as Emperof 
would have Two Votes added, thereby in 
cffedt to be Maftcr of Five Votes; Two as 
Emperor, One as Prefident j One for Aufirla^ 
and One for Burgundy. 

The former Regiment might, according 
to the old Cuftom, fend for the Emperor 
to come to them: Now it was ordered 
that Cajar might call them to what Place 
he had a Mind. 

Formerly, if the Emperor came not, 
they might proceed without him; now, 
Charles the Fifth forbad them to make 
Leagues and Alliances, or do aught in his 
Abfence : The Oath was altered, and the 
Members were only fworn to the Emperor, 
and faid to be the Counfel of the Emperor ; 
whereas the former was called the Counfel 
of the Empire. 

In the former Conftitution, the Eledlor 
in the Name of the Empire fubfcribed their 
Ordinances; here, with the Elector's Sub- 
Icription, is joined that of the Prefident, in 
the Name of the Emperor. 

In Ihorr, the former was conftitutcd by 
the States, and entrufted with their Power, 
to be a Check upon the Emperor; this was 
formed by Cajar^ to quiet the People, and 
interuin ihcm with a Show ; whilft he the 

more 
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more infendbly made his Advances to in- 
vade their antienc Rights, and ufurp all the 
Power into his own Hands. 

The next Projedt in Cafe of Emergencies, 
was the Ajfembly of the Deputies. This 
confifted of the fix Eleftors, fix other 
Princes, and two Cities; to which were 
after added four Princes more. This con- 
tinued till An. 1606. with fome EfFed: 
Afterwards ic proved of little Confequcnce, 
Court- Artifice prevailing ; and the Ferdinands 
found a Way to manage the Deputies^ and 
render them as unprofitable to the Public, 
as Charles the Fifth had made the Regi-^ 
ment. 

The fecond Ferdinand called what Z)^^^//- 
ties he knew would vote for him ; the reft 
he excluded, and fupplied their Place with 
others, who he underftood were entirely at 
his Devotion 5 as he told my Lord Digby^ 
Ambafifador with him, An. 1621. Lundorp^ 
Tom. 2. 

Amongft thefe Projefts, may be mentioned 
the Counfel of the Emperor's Court, and 
the Privy-Counfel. Thefe alfo, that they 
might (how as if the Empire had their 
Intereft in them, were at the firft fworn 
to the Eledor of MentZj as Arch- Chancellor 
of the Empire : Which Oath came, aftef 
fome Time, to be omitted. 

E 3 Thus 
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, Thus we havcfccn that the Cuftom of 
the Empire was to have a yearly Aflembly ; 
thcfe, at the End of their Seffion, always 
appointed the Time and Place for their next 
Meeting. If there was Neceffity for them 
fooner, then was the Emperor to call an 
Affembly extraordinary; which happening 
frequently, the States for their Eafe appointed 
the Regiment^ and other Expedients. 

This gave a Precedent for the Emperors 
to deviie fomething of the like Nature, 
which they might more eafily pervert to 
their own arbitrary Intereft and Advantage : 
If it have but the Name or Refemblance, 
the People look no farther 5 they fee; not 
into the Trick and Secrets of it; they arc 
led by the Appearance fo long, till they 
arp paft Recovery, and no Way is left them 
for a Retreat. 

And indeed the Emperors of the lafl: 
Age ceafed to deal bond Jide\ the old Ger- 
man Honefty wore out of Fafbion : And 
they no longer treated on the Square with 
their People. 

Artifice and Jugggle came in Place : and 
in the Days of Charles the Fifth, began to 
get a fpecious Appellation, and be named 
(forfoothj Reajon of State. 

But more efpccially, fincc the Jefuits 
there, have refined upon the Court-Soph iftry, 

and 
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and miac*d away all the old Remains of 
Morality and Confcience ; for the Jefuits 
could the worft ofallothers^ endure thefe 
fame tnix^d Governments. 

They would have the Pyramid inverted, 
and the whole Strefs of Things reft upon 
one fingle Leg, that their Art might play 
the more freely, and they the more cle- 
verly trip it down : This broad-bottom*d 
Monarchy and Government, founded on 
the People, puts them to other Meafuresj 
a Dofc of Poyfon, or confecrated Dagger, 
will not do the Work : They muft here go 
about and about, 'make flow Approaches, 
ripen a Plot of many Years, and draw a 
long Concatenation of Intrigue, e'er they 
can think to compafs their Defign. 

When the Commonwealth has but one 
Neck, the Jefuit will have it under his 
Girdle ; if not, one Blow does the Feat, and 
his Dexterity is admirable: 

Therefore in Germany the Jefuits have 
left no Stone unturned, for their Part, to 
bring all the Sovereign-Power from the 
States to the Emperor : And to that End, 
of late Thnes, the Emperor (whether by 
their Influence upon his Councils or no, is 
not bur Enquiry) has employed all the un- 
due Prai^ices, and fet all Engines at work, 
E 4 to 
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to render the Public Aflembly ufelcfs, bur^ 
thenlbme, and odious to the People. 

On this Foot, Care has been taken, that 
fome vexatious Tax fhould be the only Re-? 
fult and Conclufion of every Seffion : jiid 
againfi the "Turk v^ras a conftant, perpetual 
Pretence; Money the Head of all his Pro- 
pofals ; Money the EfFedt and Subftance of 
all his Speeches : This Affair once adjuft- 
cd, other Debates were out of Doors ; GnV- 
'oancei not then longer to be touched upon, 
but all adjourn'd to another Seffion ; befides 
the mifchievous Devices to embroil the 
States amongft themfelves, and turn all 
their Heat upon fruitlefs Difputes and Al- 
tercations. 

In the fecond Place, the Eleifloral Col- 
lege have not been too fair in their Refpeds 
to the Diet : Thefe could be content, that 
betwixt Ccefar and themfelves, all the Mat- 
ters of State be tranfadled ; and have fome-t 
times, accordingly, ftretched a Text of the 
Golden Bull to ferve a Turn, and collogued 
with him, that he again might be compla- 
cent to them ; till that, amongft them, the 
public Patrimony and common Right and 
Prerogatives of the Empire became engrof- 
fed in a few Hands, and made a Spoil to 
their unreafonable Ambition. 

Thefe 
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Thefc Eledors muft, every one, under 
his Hand and Seal, fignify their Confent to 
the Emperor, before he can fummon an 
Affembly of the States. 

They got to themfelves the Making of 
the Emperor ; and now, in efFedl, the States 
cannot meet without their Order. 

They were wont to be reckoned fix EIct 
dlors 5 to fome Purpofes feven ; now they 
make eight; but before they fill up the 
Number of the Roman Decemviri^ they will 
do well to remember their Fate. Thefe 
Ten (as Livy tells us) having got all the Su- 
preme Authority, for a Time, into their 
Hands, that they might reign abfolute, took 
an Oath together never to call the Common 
Council\ yet their Tyranny held not long ; 
this Cheat would not down with the old 
Romam^ but with a general Indignation 
they broke over the Forms and Captivity 
of the Letter i For, according to that old 
Law in Horner^ 

to free their Country from Slavery, they 
executed an unwarranted Piece of Juftic6 
upon thefe ten Ufurpers, or Ten Tarquins^ 
as fome Body then call'd them. 

Laftly, The States have not a little been 
wanting to themfelves, in the Affair of this 
their fo antient and fundamental Preroga- 

tive. 



58 A general View of 

tivc : One principal Caufe of which (amongil: 
many others) has been their Differences abouc 
Religion. 

For the Proteftants being fure to be out- 
voted in the Diet, think they can barter 
with Cajar for better Conditions, and are 
therefore well enough content that the 
yearly Affembly be negle<3:ed. 

In a Word, the German Diet is ftill on 
Foot, rather encumbered, and clogged, and 
puzded, than deftroyed. 

The Parliament of Franct feems quite 
antiquated and fubdued; the Ghofl; and 
Shadow of the Defund); has appeared three 
or four Times fince Lewh the Xlth ; but 
to revive that Affembly in its full and per- 
fedl Vigour^ requires a Miracle like the Re- 
furredion. 

So that, in effeft, we may date the De- 
mife of the Parliamentary Sovereignty in 
France^ from Lewis the Xlth ; and the 
Decay of that in Germany ftom Charles the 
Vth. 

It is \n England only, that the antienr, 
generous^ manly Government of Europe 
furvives, and continue^ in its original Luflre 
and Pcrfcdlion. 

Were there not fomething in that Say- 
ing of the Emperor Maximilian^ that the 
French King is a King of AJfes \ yet, how- 
ever. 
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cVcr, that fame LegeretS^ on which the 
French fo value themfclvcs, is but, in plain 
Englijh^ a Lightncfs of Humour, by the 
which they are eafily piped into a new 
Mode of Government. 

But our EngUJh Anceftors have always 
been of a more fteady Principle, more wife, 
and more weighed, than to dance after 
their Politics. 

The Reformation of Religion leaves no 
room at our Court for Jcfuitical Infedlion, 
fo fatal to the Germans. 

Nor, on the other Hand, have we yet 
had any Swifs Guards, or Lewis's for our 
Kings: Ours have ftill been true Englijh 
Original, no Copies of the French. 

Magna Chartaj inftead of being fuper- 
annuated, renews and recovers its priftine 
Strength, and athletic Vigour, by the Pe- 
tition of Rights with oUr many other expla- 
natory or declaratory Statutes : And the an- 
nual Parliament is as well known to our 
Laws, as ever it had been famous amongfl: 
the Cuftoms of France and Germany. 

I have not formally anfwered many Ob- 
jections that might be darted 5 nor much 
regarded the (ingle Inftances of fome Hi- 
ftorians, and perhaps may be judged lame 
in feveral Particulars that I have flighted. 

Take 
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Take all together, you may as cafily find 
an Anfwer, as raife a Scruple : But the 
Short of what I would have faid, is. 

You are not to expedl Truth from an 
Hijioriographer Royal i it may drop from 
their Pen by Chance ; but the general Herd 
underftand not their Bufinefs j they fill us 
with Story, accidental, incoherent, with- 
out End or Side, and never know the Go- 
vernment or Policy where they write. 

Even the Records themfelves are not a^ 
ways accurately worded. . 

The Stile of the Courts and a Form of 
Words, impofe? upon many : Names are 
taken for yi^/Vig-^, Ceremonies for Effentials. 

The Civilians are Vafials to a Foreign 
Jurifdidion ; Ccefar^ the Sword, the Mili- 
tary, Imperial (or rather Imperatorial ) Dis- 
cipline, is to them for Scepter and Civil 
Policy: The Germans, Anno 144 1, were 
for excluding them from all Offices, and 
Places of Truft. Limnaus, /. i. de jure 
publ 

Our common Lawyers are for comparing 
and meafuring by thqir Rule, what is 
antecedent and above their Rules and 
Comparifons. 

Chrift's Kingdom is not of this World; 
nor ought the Divines ^zyjA^/xdrguW, to med-5 
die in this Political Province. 

SECT, 
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SECT. VIL 

Of the NeceJJtty of Parliaments ; with a 
^ranjition to the Conjiitution of England. 

In the general Notion, Monarchy or 
Kingly Government is the moft eafy, gnd 
moft excellent ; But Corruption coming into 
the World, neither the Sons oi Jupiter^ nor 
the Sons of Hercules, found Perfeftion entailed 
upon them ; nor were exempt from their Share 
of humane Frailty. Many (fays Tafo) are 
fervants by Fortune, who are naturally Prin- 
ces ; fome again^ though defcended from an 
hundred Kings, are yet horn to be Slaves -, 
and (maugre all their high Race of Royal 
Progenitors) will be commanded, and go-- 
'uerned, and managed by a Minion, or a 
Mijtrefs. Thefe are, really and indeed Slaves -y 
but are not judged fuch, becaufe the People^, 
who only look on the Outfide, judge of Metis 
Conditions, as in Plays, where he is caWd a 
King, who, clad in Purple<, and glijiering 
with Gold and Gems, does perfonate Aga- 
memnon : if he does not reprejent him well, 
be has the Name of King nevertbelefs ; only 
*tis faid. The King was out in his Part, or 
V^be King aSled his Part Jcurvily. 

And 
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And Flavins Vopifcus^ in AureL CaJ. tcllt 
i3S, Aurelius Caafar dicehat^ CoUiguntJe qua^ 
tuor aut quinque^ atque unum Concilium ad 
decipiendum Imperatorem capiunt ; Scunt 
quod probandum fit ; Imperator^ qui domi 
claufus ejl^ vera non novit^ cogitur hoc tantum 
Jcire^ quod Hit loquuntur ; facit judices quos 
fieri non oportet 5 amovet a republican quos de^ 
bebat retinere^ quid multa ? ut Dioclefianus 
ipfe dicebaty Bonus^ cautus^ optimus venditur 
Imperator. 

Aurelius Cafar was wont to fay, Four or 
Five get together about ibe Emperor^ all their 
Confult is J how to cheat him ; what they fay is 
to be Law ; the Emperor^ who isjhut up from 
other Counfilj never knows the true State of 
things J but is forced to underfiand juft Jo 
much only as they tell him ; he makes Judges^ 
who the leafi of all Jhould be ; turns out of 
Commijfion thqfe who ought to be the Quorum ; 
in a Word (according to Dioclefian'j Saying) the 
Emperor^ Jo good^ fo wary^ and fo too too 
Good^ is bought and fold before his Face. 

If then it be true, that he who is of 
Royal Extradion, clad in Purple, and call- 
ed a King, is not always naturally fuch ; 
it was Wifdom, certainly mod feafonable, 
to find the Means that might correft, and 
(as it were) cnfure Nature againfl the Im- 
potence 
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potence and Tyranny of the Minion or 
Miftrefs which Uajfo mentions. 

And if the Obfcrvation of Aurelius Caefar 
bejuft, xh2X Cabals are fo pernicious i and 
that four or five Perfons, who get the 
Prince into their Hands and Poffeffion, 
ihall abufe, and cheat, and betray him to « 
his Face, in fpite of all his Goodnefs, his 
Caution, and Royal Virtues ; if, I fay, thefe 
Things be true, the Neceflity of Parliaments 
cannot be difputed : Horner^ as before ob- 
ferv'd, reckoned it Barbarity in the Degree 
remoteft from all Things of God and Good- 
nefs, and a Cychpean Prefumption to rule 
without Parliaments. 

Old Hefiod^ in his homely Way, gives an 
Enigmatical Reproof to thofe Kings that 
would be grafping all, and be fo abfolute, 

as if he had faid, Thefe Fools know noty bow 
'much more the Half is than the Whole ; and 
that a Shoulder of Muttony with the Love of 
the People^ is more worth than the Ragoufls^ 
and the HautgouftSy and all the French Kick^ 
fhaws whatjoever. 

Plato tells us, that even in Afiay they 
who performed any great Atchicvements, 
or enlarged the Empire, were thofe (as the 

grand 
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grand Curtis for Example) who flackened 
the Prerogative, and admitted the People 
to a Share in the Government. 

Bat fuch as Cambyfes^ who, againft all 
Senfe and Reafon, ftretch'd and ftrutted 
upon the t8 J^io-TOTtKiy, the Lordly Domina- 
tion, brought all again into Confufion and 
Ruin. 

Amongft the Latins, even the Founder 
of the Roman Name, Romulus^ becaufe he 
took upon himfelf an arbitrary Power, to 
rule without the Senate, they (it is thought) 
tore him to Pieces ; infomuch, that they 
left nothing of his Body for a Spedlacle to 
the Rabble ; as afterwards their Succeffors 
unluckily did, who kill'd Cafar. 

The Imperial Power that began with 
the CafarSy was only Magnum Latrocinium^ 
one huge, horrid Oppreflion. Military Go- 
vernment, Martial Law, barbarous Nations, 
Goths and Vandals, over-ran, and made 
Havock of the old Civil Roman Empire. 

In Britain, Gaul, and Germany, all this 
while, Liberty, and a Participation in the 
Government, was the common Right and 
I nheritance Unalienable; the Common^ 
Council was the Bafis and Hinge, however 
the Adminiftration roll'd. 

Afterwards, 
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Afterwards, when Germany gave u« 
People, it gave us a German and a Free 
People. 

About An. Dom. 800. Charlemagne (or 
Charles the Great) united France and G^r- 
/«^«y under one Head, and one Empire: 
all Hiftories are full of his Reign and Ac- 
tions: he rul'd more folenni^ fecundum 
moremy in the old Cuftomary, Parliamentary 
Way, every where. 

. The Nations round about fubmitted and 
took Laws from him; and he fubmitted 
all again to the {ordinatum) the Ordinance 
of Parliament. An Annual Parliament was 
then reckoned the Cuftom, and inviolable 
Right of the People : 

And thus the Affairs of State proceeded ; 
and this Scheme of Government continued in 
Germany^ till the late unhappy Divifions 
about Religion, weakning and embroiling 
the States, gave Way to the Aujlrian Am- 
bition, new Projedls, and Jefuitical Artifice; 
fo that the Affcmbly ot the States, at this 
Day, keeps on foot (indeed) but fick, 
heavy, and unweildy. 

The French Court had much fooner 
learn'd the Terms de propria Motu, Q? 
fotefiate abfolutdy by their neighbourhood 
and correlpondence with the Pope at 
Avignon: But fo long as the Englijh Arms 
F kept 
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kept them in mind of their Mortality, it 
was no Time for them to think of Ruling 
without a Parliament. 

But when Charles- the Seventh had fent 
home the Englijh^ Lewis the Eleventh, 
with {Olivier le diable) his Barbers, and his 
cut-throat Devils, thought no Attempt too 
wicked for them. He (forfooth) was hors 
dupagei he wanted not to be led^ he was 
pall an Infant -y and a loud Out-cry he 
made againft the unmannerly, clump-fifted, 
bumpkin Parliament. But when the bien 
Publique^ or War for the Public Good, 
hindred him from bringing about his 
Defign openly and' diredtly, he compals'd 
it, in efFedl, by flighting the Militia^ and 
laying his Projedt of a fl:anding Army. 

In England we have alfo heard of 
Minions, and Miftrefles, and Cabals; and 
have had unhappy Princes: But the Laws 
and old Cuftoms of the Land, the Generofity 
of the People, and the Genius of the Na- 
tion, have ftill Prevailed, and been too 
ftrong for all their Pradtices and Machi- 
nations. 

When the Normans came to the Crown, 
after fome Years of Eafe and Profperity, 
they began to forget on what Conditions 
they had entered. Conquejl was a (hort, a 
compendious Title, and without Intricacy. 

And 
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And now like wife the Church-Men were 
every where agog for changing the Govern- 
ment both of Church and State, into 
abfolute Monarchy. But the beft on't was, 
the Pretences were vifible and notorious. 
Befides that the Temporal and Spiritual, 
the Prince and the Prelatical Lord could not 
agree who (hould be Supreme. Which 
Differences gave Breath to the People, and 
put into their Hands an Opportunity toaflcrc 
their antient, juft Rights, and bottom all 
iipon the Parliament again. 

And now, fince the Great Charter^ and 
Petition of Rights and the many other 
Declarations, what can threaten us? 

Neither the Gunpowder Treafon, nor the 
late more Sacred Invention of a Penjioned 
Parliament, could take EfFedl. 

No Room is left amongst us for a 
STANDING Army, which enflaved the 
FrefKb. And {our Franc- Archers) our Mi- 
litia, continues after the old Model. 

Nor, with us, as in Germany, is the 
Papijl like to bear up againft, and balance 
our Protejant Votes in Parliament; thereby 
to render the Conftitution ufelefs and un- 
pradicable. 

And it may be hoped, we (hall never 

fo far give Way, and be guU'd by Jefuitical 

Artifice, to find another divtjton in Religion 

F 2 amongft 
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amongft us; that may favour their Defigns, 
and, under other Names^ da their Work as 
compleatly. 

Yofu need not be caution'd to diftinguifli 
Pldtd the Divine^ from Plato the Philofopber. 
Poets and Divines, you know, have a par- 
ticular Way of Expreflion, and give their 
Thoughts a Turn different from that of 
other People. They attribute every Thing 
to God; though the whole Operation and 
Train of Caufcs and Proceedings be nev?r 
fo natural and plain before their Face : the 
Images they make are often taken in the 
groffeft Senfe, and wor£hipped by the Vul- 
gar; and many times the Statefman is 
willing to contribute to their Idolatry. 
Hence it comes, that for the Perjiam^ 
Zoroajler was faid to receive his Laws from 
Horomafis\ Trifmegijius for the Mgyptians^ 
from Mercury \ Minos iov the Cretans^ from 
Jupiter 'j C baron Jas for the Carthaginians^ 
from Saturn; Lycurgus for the Lacedemoni^ 
am^ from Apollo \ Draco and Solon for the 
Athenians^ from Minerva; Numa Pompilius 
for the Romans, from Mgeria ; Xamolxis 
for ihc Scythians^ from Fejia; and all ihefe 
as truly, as Mahomet had his Alcoran from 
tlie Angel Gabriel. 

This Sort of Dodlrine went current 
enough whilil Monkery and Ignorance fat 

in 
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in the Chair; but now, in an Age of 
Hiftory and humane Reafon, the blind 
Traditions go hardly down with us: So 
that Jure Divino at this Day makes but a 
very litigious Title. 

Nor is it confiftent with the Brevity 
of a Letter, to obferve minutely how long 
the Remains of the Roman Domination 
continued amongft us; as, namely, That 
the Roman was the only authentic Language 
for judicial Matters in Germany^ till the 
Reign of Rodolph the Firft, about the Year 
J 2 87, in England till Edward the Third, ia 
prance till Francis the Firft. 

But in Church-Affairs, that old Mark of 
Slavery is not yet worn off"; the fpiritual 
Emperor will remit nothing, he ftill holds 
Jiis Vaflals to the Roman Tongue even in 
Divine Service ; only \n England^ and where 
the Reformation has prevailed, this, with 
the other Appurtenances oi Roman Bondage, 
are no longer neceflary. 

Nor is it proper in this general Draught 
to reflect on all the feveral Steps, and little 
Difpofitions to Change, in each Nation. 
As how fometimes a Pradice has prevailed 
againft the Form and Letter ; fometimes the 
Form of Words has been neceflary, but 
the Pradlice obfolete. The Ufe in Com- 
miflions of the Phrafe, Pour enjouyer tant 
F 3 quil 
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quil mm plaira^ was not known in France 
till hewn the Eleventh tried its Virtue; 
which occafioned their Parliament, An. 
1467, to ordain that notwithftanding the 
Claufe tant quit nous plaira^ Offices (hould 
jiot be void, fave only by Death, Refigna-ip 
tion, or Forfeiture; as PaJ'quier in his 
Recbercbcs informs us, 

SECT. VIII. 

Of the Three EJiates\ and finally of King- 
Craft, or Tricks 0/ State. 

Bur, peradventure, (ince it has been fo 
much controverted of late amongft us 
who are the Three States^ and the Word 
occurring lo frequently in the German 
Tongue, you may expedl fome Account 
who they be that have the Name of States 
in Germany, 

They expreft the Word States in their 
own l.anguage, and c?ll them Stands^ and 
Reui'Jiands^ becaufe, fays Goldajius^ the 
Ei: }>;ie Hands and refts upon them, as up- 
c>ij *r,. Bali- and Pillars. Status Imperii di^ 
ccim- q'iio ^ in illiSy ceu membris^ id eji^ ba- 
y.-:\C columnisy ipfuin Imperium fiet Zs fub- 

Thofp 
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Thofe are faid to be Stands^ who have 
the Right to fit and Vote in the common 
Aflembly of the Empire. Hi quidem Jlatus^ 
Reichs-ftands appellant UKy ideo^ quod Jlatum 
& locum votandi (Sfedendi in Comitiis Im- 
peril habent ; hdc quippe unicd ^ propria 
quaji notdy Jiatus ab aliis Imperii fubjeSiis 
jecernuntur^ Arumaeus, c. 4. de Comitiis. 
So that all the Queftion is, How many fcf 
veral Ranks, or diftin(3: Orders there may 
be of thefe Standi f 

From PolybiuSy we have had a particu- 
lar Account of mix'd Governments, where 
he calls thofe that reprcfent the Monarchi-^ 
cal, the Ariftocratical, and the popular 
3tate, Teltt (jn^n ri Ke^rivrtt rif© ToX/reJctf, the 
^hree governing Parts of the Common-wealth. 
So the King, the Senate, and the Ephori 
at Sparta ; the Confuls, the Senate, and 
the Tribunes at Rome^ were there, the Three 
StateSy and had each their particular Shares 
in the Government. 

The like feems to have obtajn'd in France^ 
under the Names of the King, the Peers, 
and the Third State: Nor did the Power 
of the Clergy, how great foever otherwife, 
make any new diftindl Order, but they 
were mixed and included with the other 
States, as their learned Arcbbifliop Claude 
F 4 Seijelh 
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Seijelle in his Treatife of the French Mo- 
narchy, (hews us. 

In Germany, how the Government has 
been (hared, and who have had a Right of 
Voting in old Times, we may learn from 
what has before been cited opt of Tfacitusi 
the Rex^ the Principes, and the Omnes, de- 
note the Xl&r^^ /^/^^/(fj, who had their feve- 
ral Shares, and Right of Voting in the Go- 
vernment. 

The fame Diftindion continued ftiU un- 
der the Weftern Empire. Hincmar, at the 
yearly Affembly, or generale placitum under 
Charlemagne, does comprehend all under 
the Terms oi Senior es and Minores ; fo that 
the Emperor, the Seniors, and the Com- 
mons, feem to have then been the nree 
States. 

Senior (which the Germans exprefled in 
their Ealdermen) wc may fuppofe, was a 
Word which grew current in the Provinciaty 
or vulgar i^e^w^/^about that Time ; and after- 
wards was diverfified into Sieur, and Sire^ 
and 5/>, and Monjignior, and Monjteur, and 
was ordinarily applied to Men in great Of- 
fice. Cum Senipri urbis nunciata fuijfent^ 
. &c. Seniorcs loci illius, &c. Nihil per me 
feciy nifi qua mihi, a Dominis noflris & Se- 
nior ibus Imperata funt, &CC. T'empore Sen id-. 
ris noJiri,h^Q. ex parte Senioris w^/ Carol i, 

. ^c. 
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tSc. Thcfe, and the like Paflagies, in Gre- 
gory Turonenfisy may (hew the Extent of the 
Word, and that the Seniores in Hincmar^ 
were the fame with the Principes in Ti?r/- 
tus : Nor did the Signiories become heredi- 
tary till Otbo the Firft his Reign. 

But what mofl; afFeftcd the Government^ 
and proved of greatefl; Confequence in this 
Affair, was the Innovations that happened 
in Frederic the Third's Time ; for, whereas, 
formerly, a Proclamation was wont to be 
iffued out for fummoning the Aflembly, 
whereupon, DeleSii ex Jingulis Civitatibus^ 
fays AymoniuSy from every Town and City 
were chofen the Burgefles and Citizens to 
go their Reprefentatives to the Affembly, 
Now, fo many griev'd at the Charge, and 
negledled the Proclamations, that oftentimes 
the Aflembly could not proceed for want of 
a competent Number of Members ; where- 
fore Frederic let. the Proclamations alonc,^ 
and, inftead thereof, fent particular Letters 
to the feveral Towns ; and, henceforward, 
none took themfelves obliged to attend, 
who had not Letters diredled to them: 
Many of the poorer Towns were glad to 
be excufed, and private Gentlemen left off 
going ; fo that, within a litrie Time, the 
Government was brought into a few Hands, 
and every Day rendered lefs and Icfs popu- 
lar. 
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Ian Thofe Cities that preferved their 
Share in the Government, and Right of 
Votings by continuing to fend their Repre- 
fentatives to the Affcmbly, are now there- 
fore caird Imperial Cities. 

Altho' the Eleiftoral Princes had a Name 
much fooner, yet were they ftill one and 
the fame State with the other Princes, till 
under this Frederic^ in the Dyet at Franc^ 
ford^ Anno 1489, they parted, and became 
a particular Aflembly, and voted feverally, 
and from that Time got the Name of a 
diftindl State, and form'd a new Sort of an 
Ariftocracy by thecnfelves. 

Yet all this while the Clergy did never 
fet up for a feperate Order in the Common- 
wealth, but always made a mix'd State with 
the^ Laiety ; mix'd they are in the Eledoral 
State, and mixd in that of the Princes, 
where the Geijilicher and Weltlicher^ Ghoftly 
and Worldly (as they call them) together 
w th the Counts, Barons, and other Gen- 
tlemen, make but one State. They have 
indeed a particular Bench (die geifiliche 
Bank) to fit upon by themfelves ; lave that 
the Arch-duke of Aujlria, and Duke of 
Burgundy only fit upon it above them. 

Now, whether we fix our Notion of the 
Three States upon the Dodlrine of the An- 
tients, as delivered by Polybius j or call theni 

. the 
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the StateSy who have a Right of Fotingy the 
Emperor is clearly one of the States : Nor 
is it material, that the ordinary Stile and 
Form of Words feem to imply the contrary; 
for if the Saying, Emperor and the States^ 
argues the Emperor himfclf to be none of 
the States^ by the fame Reafon the Form 
fo frequent in their Recejfes or public Or- 
dinances, chur furften^furften^ und Standen^ 
that is, Eledloral- Princes, Princes and States, 
will exclude the Eleftors and the other Prin- 
ces alfo, from being either of them States. 
The Form Emperor iand States^ does no 
piore prove him to be none of the States^ 
than with us the Saying, King and Parlia- 
menty does imply, That the King is no Part 
of the Parliament. 

I fhall not trouble you with the Difputes, 
what were the Bounders oi Anjirafia and 
Newjlria^ or whether by the Devolution of 
this Weftern Empire, Germany was added 
to France, or France to Germany 5 or, whe- 
ther more properly, Charlemagne be to be 
reckoned amongft the French or riie Germans : 
His having been born ac Ingcljheim^ as moft 
affirm, or at Carolsburg in the Upper Ba- 
varia, as many believe; and his fpeaking 
the German Tongue, with this Tertimony 
pf Eginhardus, viz. Menfibus juxfa patriam 
ijnguam nomina imp^ifuit^ ctiin ante id tempus 

apud 
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apud FrancoSypartim Latinis^ partim Bar bar is 
nominibus appellarentur^ Januarium appella* 
i)it Wintefmonar, Februarium Horning, 
Martium Lenkmonat, (Sc. Thcfe, I fay, 
arc urged by the 'Germans^ as no mean 
Arguments : But thefe Matters concern not 
our Enquiry. 

If you cannot reconcile the Emperor 
his being fome where fa id to be Sacri 
Imperii Minijler^ and elfewhere declared 
to have no Superior, NiJiD£um& Enfem^ 
but God and the Swprd ; Bartolus tells you, 
De verbis non curat jureconfultus^ The In- 
tention is to be regarded before the Words : 
The Intention of the States in that Decla-r 
ration, An. 1338, was none other than to 
exclude the wild Pretenfions of the Pope j 
to deny a Foreign Jurifdidlion, not to 
confefs or introduce any new Subjedlion in 
Themfelves : Limitata ex certd caufd con- 
feffio non nifi limit at um producat effeSium. 

But I cannot conclude without fome 
refledion on thefe Frauds a la mode^ the 
Rufe and Fineffe^ which the French fo loudly 
boaft at this Day. Lewis the Eleventh 
would not have his Son learn more Latin 
than qui nefcit dijjimulare, nefcit Regnare. 
The old Romans had another Sort of Spirit ; 
we are told in Livy^ Hac Romana ejfe. Non 
verfutiarum Punicarum, neque calliditads 

Graced — 
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Grteca — afud qucsjalkre hojlem gloriofim — 
d^h quam virtute : 'cis like a Roman, to deal 
openly and roundly; not to pradlice the 
Carthaginian Leger-de-main Tricks, or Gra^ 
cian Cunning, whofe Glory is to circum- 
vent; and by Fraud, not Virtue, overcome an 
Enemy. 

The Venetians at this Day are commended 
for the fame Style. Ilprocedere veramente 
Regio regli affari public f\ il negotiate Jaldo^ 
e liber J e fenza artijicio^ O duflicita-, non 
Mafquerato^ non jinto, ma Jincero, e del 
tutto alieno da ogni dijjimulatione e fallacia. 
Their Proceedings in public Affairs, (fays 
our Author) is truly Royal ; they negotiate 
upon the Square, frankly, and without 
Artifice, or Double-Dealing, not difguifed, 
or upon the Sham ; but fincere, and every 
Way far from all Diffembling and Tricks. 

And indeed the bugie and inganniy and 
little Italian Shifts, would better become 
Duke Valentine and the petty Princes, than 
any Kingdom or Commonwealth of true 
Strength and folid Reputation. 

The ao^l^yntTA and the ^wfc^aVw^. the So- 
phiftries and State- Pretences of this kind, 
however furbifli'd up, and glofs'd over of 
late by our Politic Brokers, were all dale 
Cheats, and worn out even in AriJlotle% 
Time. 

Thus 
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Thus have I hinted Matters to you, and 
only touched upon Heads, without antici- 
pating your Refiedions and Applications. 
I have not treated you like a Stranger, 
but as one thoroughly Informed, before- 
hand, and to whom all thofe Difficulties 
are familiar, which I can only difcover 
at a Diftance. And after all, I mud fly 
from. your Judgment, to your good Na- 
ture. 
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A 

DETECTION 

O F 

Such ConcefCons as have been made 
T o 

KINGS and MINISTERS 

B Y T H E 

Parliament of England. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IT is manifeft, That Parliaments have 
been the Bafis of all the Gothic Govern- 
ments, from remoteft Antiquity; That 
hitherto no other Expedient hath been 
held fo efiedhial to keep the Rage of Pre- 
rogative within due Bounds, and that they 
are to be traced by their Ruins, in Germany^ 
France^ Spain^ &c. at this Day. 

But 
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But then it i$ manifeft likewifc, from 
thofc Ruins, that, thro* the Craft and Per- 
fidy of Kings, the Degeneracy of Mankind, 
and the Extinction of that noble Spirit 
which accompanies Liberty, they are 
liable to be (hook with Storms, and to 
become the Prey of their own Corrup- 
tions. 

In England however, it feems, they have 
been able to maintain their Ground both 
againft Fraud and Force; and, as we are 
told by the noble Author before us, bid 
fair to be incorruptible and immortal. 

Such, and fo happy, without Queftion, 
appear'd the State of Parliaments in this en- 
vy 'd Nation to him: He had feen many 
glorious EfFefis of their Power and Virtue, 
but Few of their Weaknefs and Corruption : 
Had their Meetings been neceflary, not de- 
pendent on the Grace of the Crown, he 
had pronounced us wholly out of the Reach 
of Danger; for when Parliaments met. 
Grievances us'd to vani(h, and Aids to the 
Crown, were the Means of Grace to the 
Subjects — Would to God this was ftill the 
Cafe! But alas! tho* our Conftitution wears 
as fair anOutfide as ever, it is not altogether 
fo found at Bottom ; and while we admire 
its Beauty, we tremble for its Foundation. 

In 
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ill order, therefore, that we may know 
Ivbether it is indeed founded on the Rock 
of Ages, or if the Ground already finks 
from under it ; whether we have Reafon 
for our Fears> or our Fears have cjepriv'd 
us of our Reafon, Let us take Truth for 
our Guide, and endeavour to afcertain its 
real Condition; by pointing out what 
Breaches are already vifible, and what 
others are to be apprehended ; whence Po- 
fterity will be taught, That if we cou'd not 
repair, we at ieaft, gave Warning. 

SECT. I. 

Of the Petition of Right, and I'riennial 
Bill. 

IN the latter End of March 1628, the 
Petition of Right was brought in ; 
which had for ics Foundation Magna 
Charta, Six other Statutes, Twelve Prece- 
dents in Term, and Thirty one more : not- 
withftanding which, the King, firil: by the 
Lord-Keeper, and then by Two Meffiigcs, 
endeavour'd to evade the palling it into an 
Adt, tho' he acknowledg'd the faid Statutes 
to be in Force: The Lords, like wife, at a 
Conference, labour'd, tho* in vain, to flip 
in a Salvo, not to infringe the Sovereign-Power^ 

G and 
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and when it was prefentcd to his Majefty 
by both Houfes, his Anfwcr was, Let 
Right be done according to Law\ and the 
Statutes be put in due Execution. But this 
did not give Satisfadtion: notwithftanding 
which, the King fignify'd by Meflage, he 
would not alter his Anfwer ; but on the 
joint Petition of both Houfes for one more 
fatisfaflory, held it advifable to pafs the 
Bill after the ufual Form. Soit Droit fait 
comme il eji defiri. 

With fuch Difficulty was this moft 
reafonable Ad carry'd, even by this enter- 
prizing Parliament, who had already refolv*d, 
at the Inftance of Sir I'homas fFentwortb^ 
afterwards Earl of Strafford, That Grievances 
and Supply Jhouldgo Hand in Hand together-, 
and tho' th« enadling Claufes were limply 
thefe that follow. 

That no Man hereafter be compelled to 
make or yield any Gift, Loan, Benevolence, 
^ax, or fuch like Charge, without common 
Confent by ASl of Parliament ; and that none 
tlfe be caWd to make Anfwer, or take fuch 
Oath, or to give Attendance, or be confined, 
or otherwife molejied or difquieted concerning 
the fame, or for Refufal thereof And that 
no Freeman, in any fuch Manner, as is before 
mention d, be imprijbnd or detained, yind 
that your Majejiy will be pleased to remove 

the 
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the /aid Soldiers and Mariners^ and that 
your People may not be Jo burdened in Time 
to come. And^ that all CommiJJions for pro- 
ceeding by Martial LaWy may be revoked and 
amuirdi and that hereafter no Commijions 
of like Nature may ijfue forth to any Perfons 
wbatjoevery to be executed as afore/aid^ lejl^ 
by colour of them, any of your Majefy's 
SubjeSis be dejlroyd or put to death contrary 
to the Laws and Franchife of the Land. 

But, notwithftanding this fpirited Parlia- 
ment had Weight enough with the Court 
to carry their Petition into a Law, the 
King fo far refented their fubfequent At- 
tempts to obtain a more effectual and com- 
prehcnfivc Redrefs of Grievances, that he 
diiiblved them without even requiring 
the Attendance of the Commons, whom 
he ftigmatized in his Speech, as undutiful 
and JeditiouSy and for Twelve Years 
after, never fummon'd another. 

In the Thirteenth Year however, his 
Majefty's Wants got the better of his ^^^^' 
Prejudices, and Parliaments were again 
brought into Play ; but without the defir'd 
Satisfadion either to the King or the Na- 
tion: TheFirft being abruptly diffolved af- 
ter it had fate but three Weeks and one Day; 
and the Second as abfurdly render'd per- 
petual in EfFcdl, by the King's parting with 
G 2 his 
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his own Power of diflblving it, unlefs with 
the Confent of both Houfes. 

As the Nation had fmarted fo feverely 
by the long Difufc of Parliaments, it was 
but natural, that, when the Time would 
permit, they fhould endeavour to prevent 
the like Grievances for the future: accord- 
ingly the ^Triennial Bill, (which waspafs'd 

Feb. 



* In the Debate upbn this Bill, the Lord Giorge Dighjf 
afterwards Earl of Briftol^ thus ezpreft himfelf. 

* It hath been a Maxim among the wifeft Le^flators, that 
whofoever means to fettle good Laws, muft proceed in them^ 
with a fmifler Opinion cf all Mankind ; and fuppofe that 
whofoever is not wicked, it is for Want only of the Opportu- 
nity. It is that Opportunity of being ill Mr. Speaker, that wc 
nlull take away, if ever we mean to be happy, which can 
never be done^ but by the Frequency of Parliaments. 

No State can wifely be confident of any Public Minifter's 
continuing good, longer than the Rod is over him. 

Let me appeal to all thofe that were prcfcnt in this Houfe 
at the Agitation of the Petition of Right : And let them tell 
rhcmfelves truly, of whofe Promotion to the Management 
of Affairs do they think the Generality would, at that Tim^ 
}ia ve had better Hopes, than of Mr. Noy, and Sir Tbomas JVeiit' 
^oortbi both having been at that Time, and in that Buiinefs 
as I have heard, moft keen and aftive Patriots, and the latter 
of them, to the eternal Aggravation ofhis Infamous Treachery 
to the Common- Wealth be it fpoken, the firft Mover, and 
Jiifillcr to have this Claufe addea to the Petition of Right, 

* 1 har, for the Comfort and Safety of his Subjedb, his Majefty 

* (vould be pleafed to declare his Will and Pleafure, that all 

* his Miniders fhould ferve him according to the Laws and 

* Statutes of the Realm.* 

And yet Mr. Speaker, to whom now can all the Inunda- 
tions upon our Liberties, under pretence of Law, and the late 

Shipwreck 
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Feb. 15, 1 640- 1, and which provided that 
a Parliament (hould be held in England 
every Third Year, and that the Lord- Keeper 
and Chancellor of the Duchy (hould be 
fvtrorn to iffue the Writs, or in Default to 
lofe their Places,) was made Ufa of, as a jufl: 
and wholfome Expedient to anfwer this 
ialutary End; but agreed to by his Majefty, 
with the woril Grace in the World 5 fince he 
more than hinted, That it was a Favour, 
which they little deferv'd. 

Upon which Octeafion Mr. Afoy, the Par- 
liament*Hiftorian, exprefles himfelf with 
much good Senfe as follows: 

ShipwKsdp »t once of all ourFroperQr, be attHbutcd more 
than to Nojt and all thofe other Mifchiefs wherel^ t^is Mor 
narcfay hath been brought almofl to the brink of ]j|e(lru£Uon, 
fo much to any as to that Grand Apoflate to ^e Common- 
Wealth, the now Lieutenant of Ireland? 

The firft I hope God hath forgiven in the other World J 
and the latter mud not hope to be pardoned it in This, till 
1^ be difpatchM to the other .- 

Let every Man but oquTider tl^ofe lAfio, as once they 
were. 

The excellent Law for the fecurity of the Sutjeft ena6led 
immediately before their oqming tq Employment, in the 
contriving whereof themfdves were principal Adlors. 

The Goodnefs and Virtue of the King they ferved, and 
vet the high and public Oppreffions tliat in his Time they 
have wrought. And fur^ly there is np ^an but will con- 
clude with me, that as the Deficiency of Parliantfnts^ hath 
been the Caujd Caufarum of all the Mifchiefs and Diftemp- 
ers of the prefent Tipies \ fo the frequency of them is the 
ible Catholic Antidote that can preferve and fecure the Future 
from the like/ 

G 3 'It 
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« It IS obfervable in the Courfc of Hifto-? 
rics, how much Kings, in fuch limited 
Monarchies as chat of England^ do in Time, 
by Degrees, gain upon the People's Rights 
and Privileges: That thofe Things which, 
by Conftitution of the Government, the Peo- 

Ele may challenge as due from the Prince, 
aving been long forborne, become at laft 
to be efteem'd ifuch Afls of extraordinary 
Grace, as that the Prince is highly thank'd 
' for granting them/ 

' Such was the Cafe of this Triennial 
Parliament Bill, as both Houfes, after- 
wards, when the unhappy Divifion began, 
and the King upbraided them with this 
Favour, could plainly anfwer: l*hat it wa^ 
not Jo much as by hanx) they could require \ 
there being two Statutes then in Force^ for 
a Parliament once a Tear.' 

It is not my Defign to wade thro' the 
mighty Controverfy between this, unhappy 
Prince and his People, or to expofe the , 
Encroachments m^de on one Side, or theln^ 
iiticeruies pradtis'd on the other : As all, at 
laft, ended in Anarchy; and the Petition of 
Right, and the Triennial Bill, were the 
only folid Advantages, except the abolifh- 
ing of the Star-Chamber and high Ccm- 
mijjlon Courts^ which remain'd to the 

CopiT 
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Common-wealth at the Time of the Re^ 
Jioration^ I (hall pafs the Gulph at once, 
and refume the Conftitution as I find it, 
when that great Event took Place. 

S E C T. II. 

Of the Parliaments held during the Reigns of 
X/;5gf Charles 11. tfW James IL 

The People return a Reprefentative ,55^. 
on a Republican Bails, that Reprefen- 
tative admit the Lords to their antient 
Share in the Legiflature, and both Houfes 
in Conjunftion, in the Inftrument they fct 
forth, for the Proclamation of the King, 
tacitly renounce the Right of Approbation, 
if not Eledlion, referv'd to the People in 
the Coronation-Ceremony, by a folemn De- 
claration of his Majefty's hereditary Right 
without Referve; and afterwards, with 
more Generofity than Policy, invite him to 
take Poflcflion of the Throne, without 
Conditions or Limitations, which feem 
only to have been thought of, in order to 
be rejeded. ^ 

It muft, however, be remembered to the 
Honour of this Parliament, that, tho' the 
whole Nation was in a Manner become 
Courtier at once, and fcarce any Concet 
fions.to the Prerogative would then have 
G 4 been 
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been held too extravagant, they, ncvcrtho- 
Icfs, did not proceed to fettle the * Reve- 
nue on one Hand, without deriving fonie 
Advantage to the Public on the other ; as 
is evident by their Stipulation for abolKh- 
ing the Court of Wards and Liveries in 
lieu of a •!• Grant of iop,ooo /. per Antf. 
Nay,, that the miportant Po^t of Dunr 

kirk 



• Which was adranced to t ,2Qi(^,Qpo /. f(er Ajtnuffgy tho* 
that of King Char /is I. amounted to no more than 895,389 /. 
tommunibus annis. 

\ The iniquitous Ufc which was made of this Grant ^lay 
be feen in the following Quotation from a Pamphlet publiih'd 
by Mr. HampdeMy Anno 1692. 

« Soon after the Reftoration of King Charles II. the Houfc 
of Commons exprefs'd a Defire, as their PredeceiTors had 
often done, to take away the Court of Wards^ and they had 
long Deliberations how to fettle uport the Crown a Reconl- 
pence for it ; many ^ays were propofed (as is ufual in fuqh 
Cafes) but at lafl it was thought bell to lay it on Land ; and 
they agreed the Sum to be 106,000 /. fer Ann. and appointed 
a Committee to fettle an equsd Rate upon every County to- 
wards it. This wou'd have procur'd another great Advan- 
tage to the Nation, arid cfpccially to the aflbciated Counties 
and others, that are over-tax'd in the Monthly Aflcfsment, by 
bringing in a juftand equal Way of Taxing all the Lands of 
Englandy^okor^iw^io their true Value. The Committee, 
in purfuance of thj Order of the Houfe, having taken great 
Pains in fettling a new Rate, at length agreed upon one, and 
reported it to the lioufe, and it b entred in the Journal. 
But while they were taking all thefe' Pains, the Court was 
privately informed, by fome felf-defigning Men, that it would 
be of much greater Advantage to them, to get a Grant of the 
Excife upon Beer and Ale, fiiicc the Value of that was un- 
known ; and they aiTurcd them, that it woiild amount to ' a 

Sum 
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fdrk was not for ever annexed to thp 
Crown of England^ was no Fault of theirs, 
fincc they fent up a Bill for that Pur- 

pofc 



Sum vailly beyond what the Parliament intended them in 
iieu of the Court of Wards. Thefe Men encourag'd the 
Court to undertake this Work, and promis'd their Afliftancc 
and Endeavours for the Succefs of their Propofal : Hereupon 
the Court refolv'd to pulh for the Settling of the whole Ex- 
cife, aivd by thrcatning privately the Members of that Houfc 
with a Diflblution ; and by giving to fome confiderable 
Places, they got a Queftion put, to fettle one Moiety of the 
Excife (which had been invented and rais'd on evident Ne- 
ceffity, in the Time of Civil War, and not granted longer 
.than a few Months] upon the Crqwn in Fee, in lieu of the 
Court ef IVards, and the other Moiety on the King for his 
Xiife. The former Part, to give the Moiety in Fee in Re- 
com pence of the Wardlhips, was carry 'd in the Affirmative, 
tho' in truth, it was the giving 300,000 /. a Year for one. 
Tor which that Houfe is juHly blamM, and will be fo, as ill 
Husbands for the Kingdom, and unfaithful to their Trufl. A 
gre^t Parliament-man, late deceafed, undertook to make out* 
it was tKe giving away the Barley- Land of ^/r^AiW. The 
other Part, viz, to give the other Moiety for Life (as much 
as that Houfe was influenced by the Court) was firft carry'd 
in the Negative^ iwhich enraged them to fuch a Degree, 
that, the next D^ay, a Meflage was fent to the Houfe, to let 
them know they were to be diiTolved a Month after. This 
was a ftrapge an4 unufual Meflage ; they might have been 
quickned to difpatch public Bills, and told, the Seffion 
would be but fliort'; but the Meflage, as fent, put Men 
throughout the Kingdom on fupplanring them. If the Mem- 
bers ftaid in Town (and go tney could not without Leave 
of the Houfe) their feveral Intprefts in their Counties, were 
endangered. If they went down, the Settling the Excife, for 
Life, might be carry 'd in their Abfence. This was the Di- 
lemma the Court had brought 'em to, and accordingly it was 
granted before that Seflion ended. 
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pofc to the Houfe qi Lords, where Ways 
and Means were found to put a Stop to its 
farther Progrefs ; Dunkirk being looked 
upon as a marketable Commodity, which 
might be either pawn'd or fold for ready 
Money at any Time. * 

Parliaments are like Silk- Worms; having 
fpun their Thread, and laid their Eggs, they 
die : Thus even This which had done fo 
much for his Majefty, was difmifs'd ac 
the End of its fecond Seffion, having fub- 
lifted but eight Months^ upon the Whole j 
and a new One vf2i% prepard^ which it was 
prefum'd would be yet more favourable 
to thofeCourt-Embrios, which in the Fulnefs 
of Time, were to be brought fo Light, 
jggj Accordingly, the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which in the Convention-Par-1 
liament had been composed principally of 
Presbyterians^ had now as large a Majority 
of Bigots to the Church, who, in their 
firft Seffion, to manifeft their Zeal, reftor'd 
the BifhopSy by Bill, to their Seats in the 
Houfe of Peers, from whence they had 
been excluded ever fincc February 1649; 



* An Event which foon after took Place ; as did likewife 
the King-s Marriage with a Princefs of Portugal, and both 
as far as it appears, without the Icaft Cenfure, (^om^l^mi, or 
Notice of Parliament. 

and. 
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^nd, in Evidence of their Loyalty, by an 
cxprefs Adl, under the plaufible Title of 
guarding againft Tumults and Diforders, 
upon Pretence of preparing and prcfent- 
ing Petitions, provided. That the Subject's 
Right in that Particular, fiiould no more 
become formidable to the Crown, by limit* 
ing the Number of Hands that fuch Pe*.- 
titions ihould be figned by. 

The Reverend Fathers of the Church, 
thus reftored to their Power in the State, 
in the very next Seffion, took Advantage 
of the Tide which was now turn'd fo 
ftrongly in their Favour, and entered into 
Meafures with the Court, for rendering 
Monarchy and Bpifcopacy alike impregna- 
ble fOT the Time to come ; of which the 
Cprporatitm^ Militia j and Uniformity Bills, 
were the Foundations : Fpr by the Two 
fuA, no Perfbn could be admitted into any 
Place of Power and Truft, Civil or Mili- 
tary, without taking an Oath ; That it wa? 
not lawful, upon any Pretence whatever, 
to take up Arms againft the King, and ih'^i 
he did abhor that traiterbus Pofition, Ttidt 
Arms may be taken by his Authority tgaiuit 
his Perfon, or againft thofe commiiTiop/d 
by him: And by thelaft, every Ck.j^nvm 
was faddled with the fame 0:vh. ad 
glfo obliged to fubmit his Coiilch : to 

the 
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the I4W, and profefs to heUme as he was 
taught. In the Preamble to the Militia 
Bill, it was moreover declared. That all 
Military Power was wholly in the King, 
and that both or either of the Houfes of 
Parliament cannot, nor ought not to pretend 
to the fame : And, that his Majefty might 
bp arp'd at all Points, his liberal Commons 
made him a Compliment of 1,200,000 A 
to be difpofed of as he pleas'd ; and laid 
the Vrefs^ for a certain Term of Years, un-? 
<Jer the arbitrary Dominion of ?t hicenfer. 

They likewife offered Ten per Cent, for 
^loney to be advanced to the King by Way 
of Loan \ and his Majefty try'd his Credit 
with the Public accordingly ; bur, notwith- 
(|:anding the Largenefs of the Intereft, 
found fuch infuperable Difficulties attend- 
ing the Projedt, that, at his own Requeft 
tp the Commons, it was laid alide : In- 
deed fq great was the National Difcontent 
already become, that, as we are told by Bifhop 
Parkery ^ Deputation was fent from the 
Commpns to the King, with Complaints, 
That they had received |L»etters and Met 
fages from almoft every County, concern- 
ing an Univerfal Cpnfpiracy againft the 
Kingdom, G?r, 

Lfpon fo yielding a Parliament^ 
1662. however, the King, with good Rca- 

fon. 
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fbn, prcfum'd he might try what Prac- 
tices he pleas'd : In the Rccefs, therefore, 
his Majefty took upon him to difpenfe 
with the Asf of Umjormity^ under Pretence 
of Ihewing Indulgence to the Dijfenters^ 
but in Reality to pave the Way for a T(h 
kration in Favour of Papijls : But in this 
particular the Commons adhered to the Bi- 
ihops againft the King, and refus'd to ena- 
ble him to do by Law, what he had ven- 
tured to do without : But neverthelefsy^e;^^/- 
en^d him with a Grant of Four Subfidies, 
and by a new Bill, ftrengthened his Hands 
yet farther with Regard to the Militia. 

All this Accefs of Power to the Crown 
had been granted freely, not exacted, with- 
in the (hort Space of Three Seffions : But 
all this was not enough ; and his Majefty, 
wanting to have his Hands yet more at Li- 
berty, at the Opening the Fourth, exprcf- 
fes himfelf as follows : 

« Some wou'd ftill infift upon the 
Authority of the Long Parliament, of * ^^' 
which they fay they have Members enough 
willing to meet: Others have fancied to 
themfelves, byfome Computation of their 
own, upon fome Claufe in the Triennial 
Bill, that this prefent Parliament was at an 
end fome Months £nce ; and that for want 

of 
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of new Writs, they may affemble thcna- 
felves, and chufc Members for Parliament: 
And this is the beft Expedient to bring 
themfelvc.^ together for their own Purpofes. 
For the Long Parliament, You and I can 
do no more to inform and compofe the 
Minds of all Men^ let them proceed upon 
their Peril. But mechinks there is nothing 
done to difabufc them in refpc<a of the 
Triennial Bill. I confeis, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, I have often mylelf read over 
that Bill ; and tho' there is no Colour for 
the Fancy of the Determination of this 
Parliament, yet I will not deny to you,, 
that I have always expeded you would, 
and even admired you have notxonfider'd 
the wonderful Claufes in that Bill, which 
pafs'd in a Time very uncareful for the 
Dignity of the Crown, or Security of the 
People, I pray^ Mr. Speaker, and you 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Comriions, 
give that Triennial Bill once a Reading in 
your Houfe J and then, in God's Name, . 
do what you think fit for me, and your- 
felves, and the whole Kingdom. I need 
not tell you how much I love Parliaments: 
Never King was fo much beholden to 
Parliaments as I have been : nor do I think 
the Crown can ever be happy without 
. frequent Parliaments. But aiiure your- 

felvcs, 
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fclves, if I did think otherwifc, I would 
NEVER SUFFER a Parliament to come toge- 
ther by the Means prefcribed by that Bill/ 

Thefe Inftruftions were not difputed 
but obey'd ; the People were to be every 
Way difarm'd; and, to mortify them yet 
more, by their own Adt and Deed: Bur, 
left 1 (hould be thought to aggravate the 
Features of thefe Court-Implements, Ice 
us have Recourfe to their own Sentiments, 
deliver'd by the Mouth ^ of their own 
Speaker, Sir Edward Turmry at the Clofe 
ct the Seilion. 

* The firft Thing we took into Confi- 
deration, was the Ad: made in the i6th of 
the late King, of glorious Memory, for Tri- 
ennial Parliaments : When we had given ic 
a Reading, we found it derogatory to the 
tfentiat Prerogative of the Crown, of Call- 
ing, Holding, and Diflblving Parliaments : 
We found it unpradicable, and only ufe- 
ful to learn the People how to rebeh^ 
therefore we melted it down, extradled the 
pure Metal from the counterfeit and drofly 
Allays, and then prefented it to your Ma- 
jefty to be new ftamp'd, and made current 
Coin for the Ufe of the Nation. We do 
return our oioft humble Thanks to your 

Majefty, 
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Majefty, that you were pleas'd xti accept 
our Advice, and to pais our Bill : but more 
cfpccially for thofe gracious Exprieffions 
your Majefty was pleas'd to ufc at that So- 
lemnity, whereby we are affurcd not only 
of your perfonal AfFedlion to Parliaments^ 
but of your Judgment alfo, That the Hap* 
pincfs of the Crown confifts in the Fre- 
quency of Parliaments, In the liext place 
wc reviewed the Adl for Chimney-Money, 
which we intended a great Branch of your 
Majefty's Revenue, although by fome Mi- 
ftakes it is fallen (hort : And, in hopes your 
Majefty may improve that Receipt, we 
have prepar'd a Bill for Colledling that 
Duty, by fuch Officers as your Majefty and 
your Succeftbrs (hall from time to time 
think fit to appoint* 

* Whilft we were intent tipon thefe 
weighty Affairs, we were often interrupted 
by Petitions, and Letters, and Motions, re- 
prefenting the unfettled Condition of fome 
Counties, by reafon of Fanatics, Sedlaries, 
and Nonconformifts : They differ in their 
Shapes and Species, and accordingly are 
more or Icfs dangerous; but in this they 
all agree, they are no Friends to the Efta- 
blilh'd Government either in Church of 
State. And if the old Rule be true, ^lui 
Ecclejia contradicit^ non eft pacifcus^ we have 

great 
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great Reafon to prevent their Growth, and 
to punifh their Pradlice. To this purpofe 
we have prepared a Bill againft their fre- 
quenting of Conventicles, the Seed-plots 
and Nurferies of their Opinions, under Pre- 
tence of religious Worihip. ** The firft 
Offence is made puniihable with five 
Pounds, or three Months Imprifonment, 
and ten Pounds for a Peer : The fecond 
Offence with ten Pounds, or fix Months 
Imprifonment, and twenty Pounds for a 
Peer ; but the third Offence, after a Tryal 
by a Jury, and the Tryal of a Peer by his 
Peers, the Party convidled (hall be trans- 
ported to fome foreign Plantation, unlefs he 
lays down a hundred Pounds." Immedica^ 
ble Vulnm Enfe refcindendum^ tie Parsfincera 
trabatur.^ 

The fifth Seflion produc'd nothing re- 
markable befide the Grant of Twenty-four 
Hundred Thoufand Pounds, in lefs than 
twenty-four Hours after the Houfe met, as 
it was quaintly fignify'd by the Speaker to 
the King, in Compliance with a Court 
Scheme for a War with Holland : But in 
the next Seflicn held at Oxford ( by- way 
of Sweetener for the Declaration of 
Indulgence) the Church was compli- * ^* 
mented with the famous F/w-iW/ZfAdt, and 
U an 
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an Attempt was made to impofe the fa- 
mous Non-rejijiing Oath, before quoted, on 
the whole Nation ; which mifcarry'd, by 
what was then call'd a Providence ; for 
Mr. Peregrine Bertie^ being newly chofen, 
was that Morning introduced to the Houfe 
-by his Brother, and Sir T. Osborne ^ after- 
wards created Earl of Danby and Duke of 
lueeds^ who all three giving their Votes a- 
gainft the Bill, it was, by thofe three Votes 
only, thrown out. 

Hitherto the Parliament had obey- 
'^^^- ed the King's Pleafure in all Things, 
except the Affair of the Indulgence ; but 
in the feventh Seffion, the Lords joining 
with his Majefty in an Attempt, to annex 
the Taking and Settling the Public Ac- 
compts to the Prerogative, the Commons 
voted it to be Unparliamentary, and tho* 
the King now ventured to treat them more 
cavalierly than ever he had done^ before, ac 
once maintained their Temper and their 
Privileges. 

In fome of the following Seflions, the 
Two Houfes continued at Variance, and 
the King did not find his Affairs go alto- 
gether lo fmoothly thro' the Commons; 
bur, at length, having gratify 'd them with 
Penal Laws againft Dijjenters on one Hand, 
and Papijis on the other, they became again fo 

tradable 
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tradable as to give him whatever SubGdies 
he ask'd ; infomuch, that even the Lords 
took the Alarm, and thought it advifeable 
to interfere; left the Reprelencatives of the 
People (hould at once beggar their Confti- 
tucnts, and render the Upper Houfe Vox & 
praterea Nihil. 

But, tho' they had been hitherto ,6723. 
induc'd to fleece the People thus 
unmercifully, they ftill kept a Guard on 
their own Rights ; infomuch, that, when 
the Lord Chancellor Shaftesbury had taken 
upon him. to iffue out Writs for filling up 
the Vacancies of the Houfe, which ought to 
have been done by an Order of the Houfe to 
the Clerk of the Crown, they immediately 
vacated thofe Writs, and expell'd the Mem- 
bers which had been returned by them : 
They Hkewife took the Alarm at the King's 
Declaration of Indulgence, fet forth during 
the Recefs, and by their vigorous Remon- 
ftrances, oblig'd him to cancel it : After 
which, juftly apprehending that Popery was 
even at the Doors, they took fome Steps in 
favour of the DiJJenters^ (whom they had 
hitherto treated more as Enemies than Bre- 
thren) prefented one Addrefs againft PoptJJo 
Recufants, and in another laid before his 
Majefty a State of the Public Grievances. 

H 2 It 
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Ic was in their Eleventh Seffion, that they 
thus recoUeded the great Ends for which 
they were chofen j and in their Twelfth, 
continuing to a6t upon the feme laudable 
Principles, they addrefs'd againft the Duke's 
fccond Marriage with a Popijh Princefs, 
and voted Standing Armies, French Allian^ 
ces, and evil Counfellors, to be Grievances; 
for which they were punifti'd with an 
abrupt Prorogation. 

But this did not deter them from 
73- refuming the fame Purfuit at their ' 
next Meeting, when they proceeded vigo- 
roufly againft the whole Cabal, voted the 
lying's Guards to be Anti-conftitutional, 
and, to their immortal Honour, prepared 
and pafs'd the Habeas Corpus Bill, to pre- 
ferve the Pcrfon of the Subject from the 
Power of the Prince. 

From hence to the End of the Eigh- 
teenth Seffion, when they were diflblved, 
the Majority continued firm to the true 
Intereft of the Nation ; of which Eehard 
himfelf could not forbear inferting the fol- 
lowing remarkable Teftimonial, from the 
Authority of S\v William. T'emple : 

' " The Conftitution of the prefent Houfe 
of Commons, that had fat near feventeen 
Years, was now more manifeftly grown 

into 
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into two Parties, which were call'd by the 
Name of the Court and the Country: The 
Former were grown numerous, by a Prac- 
tice introduced about five Years before this 
Time, by the Lord Trczfuver C/rffbrdy of 
downright buying off one Man after ano- 
ther, a§ they could make the Bargain. 
The Country Party ftill continued the Ma- 
jority, and retain'd more Credit upon the 
Corruption of the others, and their Profeflion 
of Adherence to the true Interefts of 
the Nation, efpecially in the Points of 
France and Popery: Where thefe came in 
queftion, many of the Court Party voted 
with thofe of the Country, who then car- 
ried all before them ; but whenever the 
Court appeared to fall in with the true In- 
terefts of the Nation, efpecially in thofe 
two Points, then many of the Country 
Party, meaning fairly, fell in with the 
Court, and carried the Votes ; as they foon 
did upon the King's Pretence to grow bold 
with France^ and refolve upon a War, if 
the Peace was refused," 

I have been thus particular as to the 
Tranfadions of the Long Parliament, both 
in Correfpondence to my general Defign, 
and likewife to refcue its Memory from 
the Brand fix'd upon it in the Lump, by 
H 3 the 
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the Word Pcnjionary ; which hath ever 
fince been annex'd to it ; but which belongs, 
in my humble Opinion, much more remark- 
ably to fome of their Succcflbrs, who have 
fcarce the Merit of one Negative on a Mini- 
fterial Proplofition , or one Affirmative in 
Compliance with the Voice of their Coun- 
try, to plead in Arrcft of Judgment, or 
Mitigation of Punifliment. But of this 
more when Time (hall ferve. 

That this Long Parliament, how- 
*^^^' ever, was not accus'd of Corruption 
without Reafon, is plain from the follow- 
ing Teft, which was not only proposed, but 
entcr'd in the Journals of the Houfe, (tho' 
never pals'd into a Vote) as a wholefome 
Expedient to preferve the Innocent, and 
rcflt^d: double Infamy upon the Guilty. 

" / A. B. do protejl before God, and this 
Hotife of Parliame?2ty that, dire£lly nor indi^ 
re5i!)\ neither 7, nor any for my Ufe, to my 
Kmiz'ledge^ have^ fince the fir ft Day ^ Janu-? 
ary 1672, had, or received any Sum or Sums 
of Money by 'ways of Impreji, Gift, Loan, or 
otherwife from the King's Majefty, or any 
ether Perjbn by his Majefty s Order, Direc^ 
tion or Knowledge, or by Authority derivd 
from his faid Majefty, or any Pardon, Dif- 
charge, or Refpite of any Money due to hisjaid 

Majefty 
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Majejly upon Account^ or any Grants Fenjion^ 
Gratuity y or Reward^ or any Promife of any 

fuch Office^ Place or Command^ of or from his 
Majejly y or out of any Money ^ Treafure; or 
EJlatey of or belonging to his Majejly ^ or of 

froniy or by any foreign Ambaffador^ or 'Mi- 
nijler, or of or from^ or by any other Perfon 
in the Name^ or by the Appointment ^ or with 
the Knowledge of his Majejly ^ or any of them ; 
otherwife than what I have now in IVriting 

faithfully difcoverdy and delivered to this 
Houje^ which I have fubfcrib'd with my Name : 
Neither do I know of any fuch Gift^ Grant ^ 
or Promife Jo given or made fmce the J aid 
Time to any other Member of this Houfe^ but 
what I have alfo injerted in thefaid Writ^ 
ing ; nor have I given my Vote in Parliament 

for any Reward or Promife whatjbever. So 
help me God, &c/* 

We have likewife a Lift of Twenty- 1679. 
feven Penfioncrs by Name, together 
with their Allowances, as alfo a Record, that 
Charles Bertie, Efq; had a Patent for dif- 
pofing of 2QOOO I. per Ann. Secret-Service- 
Money out of the Excife ; to which ought 
to be added, a Declaration in Parliament of 
Sir Robert Howard's, Auditor of the Exche- 
quer^ That in two Years Time th? faid Mr. 
H 4 Bertie 
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Bertie had received 252,467 /. i i. 9 d. ott 
the fame Account. 

Befides all which, Mr. Marvel, in one of 
his-Lecters, declares, that Apoftate Patriots 
were bought off, (when the Kings Debts 
were to be faddled on the People) fome 
at Six, others at Ten, one at Fifteen Thou- 
fand Pounds in Money, hefidea Offices, 
Lands, and Reverfions to others ; fo that it 
is a Mercy, fays he, they gave not away the 
whole L^ind and Liberty of England. 

The three fubfequent Parliaments held 
in the Reign of King Charles II. cannot be 
accus'd of temporifing with the Views of 
the Court; on the contrary, they are per- 
haps liable to blame, for being Righteous 
over- much •, for infilling too rigidly on the 
Exthf/Iof^'BiWy and refufing the Projedt of 
] ,iniifations, fo frequently offer'd by the 
Crown, and which, with right Manage- 
xnenr, might have put an End to Fadlipn 
and eilahiifti'd Liberty for ever. But it 
is tl e Curfe of Mankind, to love to l?e of 
the O^tjde of Enough^ as Shakespeare 
f )n^>cv\'i)cre expreffes it,and by grafping at too 
xnuci), to lofe all. ^ 

For the only Parliament held by 
^ ^'' King James, tho' they ftretch'd their 
Coinplaifance rather too far, in granting 

him 
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him the Revenues enjoyed by his Brother, 
(which he had already enter'd upon with- 
out waiting for their Leave,) and taking 
his Royal Word for the Security of the 
Church of England^ it cannot be faid they 
ever loft Sight of the true Intereft of the 
Common- Wealth ; fince they refus'd to 
countenance his arbitrary Meafures, tho* 
pradlis'd upon by all the Arts that Policy 
could devife, and were therefore puni(h'4 
with a Diflblution. 

SECT. III. 

Of King William's Parliaments. 

To treat of the Omiflions of 
Parliaments would be an endlefs ' 

Work: but, when we are to fpeak of the 
Conventiony fummon'd by the Prince of 
Orange^ how can wc help exprefling our 
Amazement, notwithftanding, that they 
did not keep his Highnefs a little more 
ftriflly to his Declaration^ that, in their 
Inftrument of Rights^ they had not an 
Eye to the Corruption proved upon the 
Houfe of Commons in the Reign of King 
Charles II. that no Expedient was proposed 
and infifted upon, for the annual Redrefs of 
• Grievances, and that they fhould mention 

ih<: 
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the Neceffity oi frequent Parliaments, with^ 
out a fingle Claufc to provide that they 
fhould be frequent^ or even fpecifying 
what they meant by the Term ? 

But the Sins of thefe exprefs Confervators 
of the Liberties of their Fellow-Subjefts were 
not of Omiffion only : for, in a few Days af- 
ter they had made a Prefent of the Crown to 
the Deliverer^ on the Conditions cxprefs'd 
in the Declaration of Rights, they not only 
wink'd at an Infraftion of it, by the new 
King's feizing certain fufpedled Perfons, 
but complimented him with a Sufpenfioa 
of the HaieaS'Corpus A&'y thefirft, which 
had obtain'd fince the paffing that excel- 
lent Bill into a Law ; and, thereby fet a 
Precedent, which hath been brought into 
Ufe, again and again, in our own Times, 
and may hereafter, be made Inftrumental 
to our utter Ruin, 

However, let the \yhole Tranfadlioa 
fpeak for itfelf. 

The Houfe having been put into 
^ ^^^ good Humour, by a Signification of 
his Majefty's Pleafure, that they might, if 
they pleas'd, relieve the Subjedl from the 
Grievance of Hearth-Money, Mr. Hampden 
acquainted them,That he had a Meffage from 
his Majefty, as follows ' That his Majefty 
hath had credible Information^ that there are • 
^ ^ fever^l 
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feveral Perfons in and about this Town, that 
keep private Meetings and Cabals to confpirc 
againft the Government, and for the Af- 
fiftance of the late King James-, That his 
Majefty has caus'd fome of thefe Perfons 
to be already apprehended and fecur'd, 
upon Sufpicionof High-Treafon, and that 
he thinks he may fee Caufe fo to do by 
others, within a little Time: But that his 
Majefty is between two great Difficulties 
in this Cafe; for that, if he fhould fee 
ihofe Perfons at liberty that are appre- 
hended, he would be wanting in his own 
Safety, and the Safety of his Government 
and People: On the other hand, if he 
fliould detain them, he his unwilling to 
do any Thing, but what (hall be fully 
warranted by Law, which he has fo oftea 
declared he will preferve: And that, there- 
fore, if thofe Perfons (hould deliver them- 
felves by the A^ of Habeas Corpus, there 
would be another Difficulty ; That his 
Majefly is likewife unwilling that exceffive 
Bail (hould be taken in this Cafe^ his 
Majefty remembering That to be one Ar- 
ticle of the Grievances prefented to him; 
That ordinary Bail will not be fufficient, 
for Men that carry on fuch Defigns, who, 
in Hopes of fuccceding, will not ftick at 
forfeiting a fmall Sum : And that this fal- 
ling • 
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Jing out, when the Parliament is fitting, 
his Majefty, therefore, thought fit, to aflk 
the Advice of the Houfe therein, and in- 
tends to advife with the Lords aifo/ 

Refolvedy Nem. con. That the humble 
Thanks of this Houfe be returned to his 
Majefty for his moft gracious Meflage, in 
defiring the Advice of this Houfe. And 
that a temporary Bill be brought in, to 
fmpower bis Majefty to apprehend and 
detain all fuch Perfons as he ftiall have 
juft Caufe to fufpedt are confpiring againft 
the Government. 

The fame Day, the Lords fent down aa 
Addrefs, in which they advis'd and defir*d 
the King to fecure fufpedled Perfons, till 
the firft Day of Term, for the Concurrence " 
of the Houfe; as, likewife, fignify'd by 
by MefTage, That they had enter'd in 
their Journals, a like Vote with that of 
the Commons, relating to the ftanding by 
the King, G?c. with their Lives and For- 
tunes. 

.The 4th, T!he Temporary Bill for f uf- 
/pending the Habeas Corpus A£l J being read; 
an Amendment was proposed, That That 
prefent Adt fliall continue till the 17th 
of Jlpril^ and no longer, and agreed to. 
Bat a Second Jn thefe Words {and is never 

to 
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to he drawn into Precedent or Example 
hereafter) was rejedtcd. 

A Claufe was then ofFcr'd by way of 
Addition to the faid Bill, which provided. 
That the Expences and Fees of all Perfons 
{o committed, (hould be defrayed by the 
Public: which was likewife over-ruled. 

After which, a Provifo being firft in- 
ferted. That the faid Adt (hould not any 
way afFe£t the Privileges of Parliament,-V)r 
the Perfons of the Members, till the Matter 
of Sufpicion be firft communicated to the 
Houfe, the Bill was pafTed; which gave 
Occafion to a Jacobite Writer of Note, 
of thofe Times, to publifh in a Piece call'd 
Great Britain's juft Complaint^ the follow- 
ing fevere Remarks, 

« Was not the HabeasXorpus-hGi fuf- 
pended for many Months? It's true this 
was done by Parliament, but fo much the 
worfe; if our own Delegates, in whofe 
Hands we truft the Care, but not the entire 
Surrender of our Liberties, make a Com- 
pliment of that which is not in their Power 
tp the Ambition or Ncceffities of any 
Prince. Parliaments can no more juftly 
over-turn thfe Foundations than the Prince, 
Such Privileges as are deriv'd from King and 
Parliament, upon the Account of the Sub- 

jeds 
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jedls Temporary Conveniences, are trufted 
to the Review of the fame Court; but 
thofe fundamental Privileges, which are the 
Birth-Right of Nations, and derived Ori- 
ginally from the Laws of Nature itfelf, 
fuch as the Freedom ot our Perfons, and 
Dominion over our Properties, fall only 
under the Cognizance of Parliaments, for 
their better Efl:abli(bment againft fuch 
Breaches, as the depraved Nature of Prin- 
ces and their Minifters will be making 
upon them: The Nature and Defign of 
Societies hath occafion*d a partial Sub- 
miflion of ihefe two great Native Privi- 
leges, to the Safety of the Body-Politic by 
puniihing of Crimes; and to the Support 
of it by Taxes, which we grant ourfelves: 
But in no Conftrucflion of Reafon, Senfe, 
or Juftice, can Delegates be underftood to 
be empowered to make an entire Surrender 
of thofe Rights into the Hands of any 
Prince, were it but for a Moment. It may 
be alledg'd. That the Safety and Neceffity 
of the Government, put our Rulers upon 
fuch extraordinary Meafures. If Reafons 
and Pretences of State (the Secrets of 
which are always lock'd up in the Prince's 
Breaft) can apologize for fuch bold 
Strokes againft our moft Fundamental Privi- 
leges and Laws, where is there any Right or 

Immunity, 
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Immunity, which we can call our own, 
or be affured of? Since fuch Pretences 
{hall never be wanting to entitle the 
Prince to an abfolute Dominion over our 
Property, as well as over our Liberty; 
•fince the laft is more valuable than the 
firft. Why may not Reafons of State, as 
juftly render him Matter of the One, as 
of the Other? 

If it was to preferve our Liberties from 
the Infults of King James^ we placed the 
Prince upon the Throne, we have certainly 
either miftakcn the Difeafe or the Cure, 
fince he cannot be preferved upon it ac 
a cheaper Rate, than a Sacrifice of what 
we intended to preferve: We are to learn 
nothing from this Revolution, but a furer 
and more infallible Way of Enflaving the 
Subjedt, King James never dreamed of 
fuch a Method. An Englijh Parliament 
was hitherto efteemed a Court infcparable 
from the true Intereft of EngUpo Men, 
but a little more Training under fo good 
a Matter may make them change Princi- 
ples, and become in Time as complaifant 
and good-natur'd as ever the French and 
Swedijh States were. Nothing it feems, 
in Gratitude can be refus'd to our De- 
liverer. But tho' Gratitude be a Virtue, 
it ought to have its Bounds, left it run 

us 
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us farther than wc defigned or intend- 
ed at firft ; even to the Deftrudlion 6f 
thofe Rights, for the Prefervation of which 
we defire to appear fo grateful. The 
King of Denmark^ in our Time, by the 
Merit of fome Adtion performed for his 
People, and during their firft Raptures of 
Gratitude for it, found the Way to en- 
flave them, by changing an Eleftive and 
Limited, into an Hereditary and Defpotic 
Monarchy. To return to the Houfe of 
Commons: 

They likewife, in a Poll-Bill for the Re^ 
ducing Ireland, and in another for the Relief 
of their Maje/ifs Protejiant SubjeSls in Ire- 
land, declar d the * Irijhy then under King 

yames^ 

* Moreover, Mr. Bevil Higgons in his Short View, ob- 
ferves the Cafe of the Iri/b Nation to be fo peculiarly hard, 
that there is fcarce an Inflance of the like Nature ; moft of 
the Outlawries running for Treafons committed on the 1 3 th 
Day oi February 1688, which was the Day the then Prince 
and Princefs of Orange accepted the Crown in the Banquet- 
ing- houfe, the News of which could not be known on the 
o:her Side of St. George's Channel the fame Day, without 
Infpiration : But every Body knows, at that Time, the Go- 
vernment of Ireland was entirely in the Poffeffion of the late 
King Jamesy by his Lieutenant the Earl of Tyrconnely who 
had an Army on Foot to have kept the People in Obedience, 
tho' they fhould have had never fo great an Inclination to re- 
%'olt : Soon after, the late King James ventures in Perfon to 
that Kingdom, where he was, without Difpute, a King de 
faRoy to whom our own Laws and Principles juHify a Sub- 
miflion ; upon which this unfortunate People were rcduc'd to 
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Jaines's Poffeffion and adlual Government, 
to owe their Obedience to King Williamy 
and for Breach thereof to be Rebels, tho' 
King James had been folemnly recognized 
by the Eftates of that Realm, 

But, notwithftanding this Stretch of 
Complaifanxre in the Houfe, notwithftand- 
ing their Readinefs to fatisfy the Demands 
of Holland^ on account of the late Deliver- 
tf«f^, notwithftanding their coming fo warm- 
ly and heartily into the King's favourite 
Meafures of a War with France^ notwith- 
ftanding their going fuch, till then, un- 
precedented Lengths in impoveriftiing the 
People, by a Multiplicity of Taxes, and not- 
withftanding the Crown his Majefty wore 
was their free Gift, at the End of their 
fccond Meeting, like the Convention which 



this Dilemma of being hang'd by one King or the other, let 
them chufe which Side they would ; bit what aggravares 
the Hardfhip of their Cafe, with refpeft of the Authors of 
this Opprelfion is, that thofe Irifl? who were the molt for- 
ward to fling themfelves into the Englifi Prote6lion, as foon 
as they had an Opportunity, have far'd the woril, and loft 
their Eftates only tor fubmitting to Civil Authority ; where- 
as others, who held out to the very lafl, and were the Occa- 
fion of fhedding more Blood by a Prolongation of the War 
are all indemnify'd by the Articles di Limerick^ which they 
made with their Swords in their Hands ; by which Example, 
Pofterity will be inftruded to hope for more Safety and bet- 
ter Quarter by a defpcrate Refiftancc, than an early Submif- 
fion. 

I re- 
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rcftor^d King Charles II. they were diflbl- 
vcd. 

So difficult it is to oblige Sovereigns to 
be grateful, and fo impoflible to ferve God 
and Mammon ! They had been too profufe 
of their Conceffions to the Prince to retain 
the Affedtions of the People ; and by re- 
taining and expreffing fome % Regard to 

the 



X Of which the Bill of Rigbts is a noble Proof, as ap- 
pears by the following Ckufes : 

1 . " That the pretended Power of fufpending Laws, or 
the Execution of Laws by regal Authority without Confcnt 
of Parliament^ is illegal." 

2. " That the Commiflion for eredting the late Court of 
Commiilioners for ficdefiaftical Caufes, and all other Corn-* 
miffioners and Courts of the like Nature^ are illegal and per- 
nicious." 

3. ** That Iev}'ing Money for, or to the Ufe of the Crown 
by Pretence of Prerogative, without Grant of Parliament, for 
longer Time, or in other Manner, than the fame is, or ihall 
be granted, is illegal and pernicious." 

4. " That the raifing or keeping a Standing Army within 
the Kingdom (in Time of Peace) unlefs it be with Confent of 
Parliament, is againft Law." 

5. ** That the Subjedb, which 9tt Proteftants may have 
Arms for their Defence fuitable to their Conditions, and as 
allowed by Law." 

6. *' That Elefiionsof Members of Parliament ought to 
be Ijte." 

7 . *« That the Freedom of Speech and Debates or Pro- 
ceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or quedion- 
cd in any Court or Place out of Parliament. 

8. •* That excelhve Bail ought not to be requir'd, nor ex- 
cefTive Fines impofed, nor cruel and ttnufual ruxuihments in- 
iiii^cd." 

9, « That 
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the People, they loft the Confidence of the 
Prince. 

When, therefore, a new Parlia- ,690. 
ment became neceflary. Care was 
taken to form it of the moft kindly Ingre- 
dients poilible, that unnatural Mixtures 
might not engender fuch Fernients as no 
Medium in Royalty could be found to 
compofe. Accordingly, the State-Under^ 
takers of thofe Times, adled up to the 
Spirit of their Inftrudtions ; and it foon ap- 
peared that thofe they procured to be re- 



9. ** That Juries ought to be duly impannelled and return- 
ed, and Juries, which pafs upon Men in Trials for High 
Treafoh, ought to be Freeholders. 

lb. ** That all Grants and Promifes of Fines and Forfeitures 
of particular Perfons before Convidlion, are illegal and void.** 

11. "That for Redrefs of all Grievances, and for the 
amending, (Irengthening and preferving of the Laws^ Parlia- 
ments ought to be held frequently." 

1 2. " That all Difpeniations pafled by non ohftante to A61s 
of Parliament, except m Cafes provided for by Law, fhall be 
void." 

13. ** That every Perfon or Perfons, that is, are, or fhall 
be recondlcd to the Church of Rome^ or fhall marry a Papijl, 
fhall be excluded, and be for ever incapable to inherit, pofTefs, 
or enjoy the Crown and Government of this Realm, and Ire- 
landy and the Dominions thereunto belonging, or any Part of 
the fame, or to have, ufe, or exercife any Iqal Power, Au- 
thority or Jurifdidlion within the fame, aud in all and every 
fuch Cafe or Cafes, the People of theie Realm., fiiall be, ani 
are hereby abfolved of tlicir Allegiance, and tht Crown fhall 
dcfccod to the next fmejlant Hcir."^ 

1 2 curn'd 
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tiirn'd thought themielves more bound id 
Iritereft to a£t rather as Co*adjutors to the 
King, than as Servants of the Common* 
wealth. 

Tho* the fccond Convention, like the 
Firft, entered fo deeply into the Meafures 
of the Throne, they had ftill fome Referve 
of Modefty; and, tho' they beftow'd the 
iSovereignty on their Deliverer^ without Li- 
mitations, they would not do the fame by 
his Revenue : It was reafonable, they 
thought, to have fome Check on their new 
Mafter; and while he depended on the 
Good-will of his People for his Houftiold 
Eftablifhment, they made no Queftion, but 
that, out of a due Regard to his own In- 
tcreft, he would not wholly trample upoa 
theirs. 

But this fubfequcnt Sett of Revolution^ 
Patriots, took immediate Care even to re- 
move that Rcftraint likewife, and compli- 
mented the Prerogative with an Eftablifti- 
mtnt for Ltfe\ which, indeed, they fome- 
what qualify 'd, by an '\ Ad to prevent the 

Aliena- 



+ *' It appeared to th€ Commons, that befidcs all Grants 
of Laixis by King Charles and King James^ there was above 
200, coo /. per Ann. Charge laid on the Revenue, and there- 
fore to prevent the like for the future, and that the Court 
might not, when they pleas'd, without Parliament, tax us by 

their 
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Alienation of the Crown -Revenues, upon 
any Pretence whatever. 

Now it was that to grant Supplips, 
and find out Ways and Means, became 
the principal Bufinefs of Parliament ; and 
that Three, Four, and Five Millions were 
firft rais'd or borrowed to chake good the 
current Charge of the Year; which laid 
the Foundation of that monftrous public 
Debt, and the unforefeen Acccfs of Power 
arifing thereby to the Crown, which the 
Nation groans under at this Day. 

During the Third Seffion, likewife, they 
complimented his Majefty with a Ratifica- 
tion of the Articles of Limerick ; of which 
Tranfadlion the Jacobite Writer before 
quoted, defcants in the following fevere 
Manner : 

" The Iri/h Treaty furniflieth us with a 
convincing Proof of this, where fuch In- 



their P^tents^ which our Eftates muft make up, therp was a 
Provifo added to the Bill for fettling the hereditary Revenue 
to make all Grants void againft a Succeffor. And tho\ bc- 
fides the Reafons above-mentioned, the State of AfFairs, and 
the Charge of making War, was fo much greater than for- 
merly, and requir'd fuch Provifion, how heinoufly and ipite- 
fully was it reprefented by fome as if it proceeded only from 
JPrejudice to King William ? fo that, tho' the Adl went thro' 
the Houfe of Commons, to be lodg'd with the Lards, with 
them it flept," See Mr. Hampden'j Pamphlet before quoted, 

I 3 dulgences 
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dulgences were granted unto them, folely; 
and fingly by his own Authority, with re- 
lation to the Exercife of their Religion, 
preferving of their Arms, Difp.enfation from 
Oaths, and Security againft Purfuits for their 
Plunderings ; as were diredlly contrary to, 
the Laws of the Land, the Safety, Rights^ 
and Privileges of the Proteftant Subjedls of 
that Kingdom. This Treaty, I do acknow- 
ledge, was afterwards ratify'd by Parlia- 
ment; but though, in fome Cafes, the Au- 
thority of Parliament may give a legal Be- 
ing for the future, y?t that new Life com- 
menccth only from the Date of their Sanc- 
tion, and doth not juftify preceding Errors: 
And the many Difficulties which arofe in 
both Houfes, about the Ratification, was 
about an Inuendo, how dang^ous and ille- 
gal they judged the Treaty to be. How 
ftrangely are we altered ? King Jamei's Ex- 
ercife of this Difpenfing Power, could nei- 
ther be forgotten, nor attoned for; but 
King JVilliarns Stretch that Way, (hall ob- 
tain a Parliamentary Approbation : Such is 
the Juftice and unbyafled Integrity of thefc 
Times" 

But, as Milton fays of the fallen Angels, 
neither did thefe lofe all their Virtue^ leji 
bad Men Jkould boaji : For, in their firft 

Seffioa 
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Scffion they proposed a Bill, which provid- 
ed, " T!hat whereas the EleSlion of Members to 
ferve in Parliament ought to be free^ and 
whereas the Wardens ^ the Cinque Ports 
pretended to^ and claimed^ as of Right, a Power 
of nominating and recommending to each of 
the Cinque Ports, the two ancient Towns^ 
and their refpeSlive Members, one Perfon 
whom they ought to eleSl, to ferve as a Baron 
or Member of Parliament for Juch Port, &c. 
all fucb Nomination or Recommendation fialt 
(le void** 

And in their Fifth, when they were 
every Day falling more and more into Dif^ 
grace and Contempt with the People, on 
account of their implicit Obedience to the 
Demands of the King sind his Minifters j 
and were charged in Print with felling their 
Votes for Penfions and Places, They (hcw'd 
Ibme Concern for their Reputation at leaft, 
.if they retained none for their Integrity, by 
preparing and paffing a Bill, for free and 
impartial Proceedings in Parliaaient, by in- 
capacitating certain Perfons in Civil and 
Military Employments, from Sitting in the 
Houfe of Commons, till re-chofe by their 
Conftituents: 

And when the King, by minifterial Ma. 
I 4 nagc- 
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nagement, was prevail'd iipdn •f' not to give 
his Royal Aflcnc lo it, they firft Refolved, 
That whoever advis'd the King not to 
give the Royal Aflent to the Adl touching 
free and impartial Proceedings in Parlia- 
ment, which was to redrefs a Grievance, 
and take off a Scandal upon the Proceed- 
ings of the Commons in Psirliament, was 
an Enemy to their Majefti^s and the King- 
dom: and then waited upon his Majefty 
with a fuitable Reprefentation : to which 
however they obtained but an indirefl An- 
fwer, which greatly difgufted the whole 
Kingdom. 

In the following Seffion, moreover, find- 
ing the People could not as yet be bropghc 
to digefl: Long Parliaments, they endeavour'd 
to make their Peace with the Public by 
the ^J'riennial'Bil/y in which was a Claufe 
for their own Diffolution ; and fet on Foot 
an Enquiry into their own Venalities, 



f However, Thanks to the perfevering Spirit of the Pa- 
triots of thoi'e Times, fome Reftri6lions of this Nature were 
afiervvards carry'd, and made a Shift to obtain the Royal 
Aflenr, as likewife feveral Claufes relating to Bribery at Ele- 
6lions, Double Returns, i^c. 

* Drawn up and prefented by Mr. Har/ey, afterwards 
Earl of Oxford, Jn their Fourth Seffion likewife they made 
a Feint Xo oblige the People with Two Bills for frequent 
Parliaments, one of which was llopp'd with the Lords, and 
the other with the King. 

which 
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which opend fuch a Scene of Iniquity, 
as, in the Comparifon, made the Penficner- 
Parliament of King Charles 11. fecm inno- 
qent; and which was then thought to 
have arrived at the neplus ultra of Corrup- 
tion- 

Influence, more or lefs, our Kings will 
ever have over both Houfes, nor did this 
Influence appear to be at all dimini(h'd by 
the Revolution: But under the Awe of the 
^riennial'ASl^ and the yet glowing Re- 
fentment of the People againft their Pre- 
deceflfors, it may be fafely faid that the 
Third Parliament of King William did not 
wholly lofe fight of their Duty, notwith- 
ilanding. 

The Popular -f Bill for Regulathg 
trials in Cafes of Treafon they fet "^^' 
out with, in which m^ny Things were 
provided for the Security of the Subjedt 

againft 



t It was hereby enafted, " That all Perfons indi£led fi^r 
High-Trcafon, or Mifprifion of it, Ihall have a Copy of the 
Indidlment five Days before their Trial, and fhall be ad- 
mitted to. make their Defence by Council learned in the 
Law, not exceeding two. That no Perfon (hall be indided 
or attainted, but by the Oaths of two lawful Witnefles. That 
no PerCon fhall be profecuted, unlefs the Indi6lment be found 
within three Years aficr the OfR:nce committed. That al^ 
ferfons indifted fti^ll have Copies of the Jury two Days 
before their Trial; apd fhall have like I^roccfs to compel 

their 



12 2 ADeteSiion of the 

againft: the Malignity and Craft of Statef- 
men ; tho' Ways and Means have been 
fince found to render them of little Ufe : 
And if the Projeifl for regulating the Coin 
at firft, came out of the minifterial Forge, 
)t was both necefiary and like to prove 
of univerfal Ufe ; that therefore, what the 
Cabinet proposed, this Houfe of Com pons 
carry'd vigoroufly into Execution, I cannot, 
in this Cafe, impute to. them as a Re- 
proach; Difficulties and Diftrcfles, for the 
prefent, fo great and intricate an Affair 
could not fail to produce in a trading 
Nation like ours: But of the Two grc^.t 
Evils, Clipping and Coining then fo ff> 
vcrely felt, and loudly complain'd of, on 5 
it rendered much more difficult, and the 
other effedlually cur'd: So that, at this Day^ 
we are not fo much in Danger of an 
adulterated Currency, as of having none 
at all. For thefe Advantages, indeed, as 



their Witnefles to appci^r before them, as is ufually granted 
to Witnefles againft them. To this Bill the Lords added the 
Claufe they had always infifted upon ; that upon the Trial of 
any Peer or Peerefs for Treafon or Mifprifion, all the Peers 
who hive a Right to fit and Vote in Parliament, ftall be 
duly fummoned twenty Days at leaft before fuch Trial, 
and fhall not Vote without firft taking the Oaths appointed 
by the Aft I. WilliamzxA Marjy and fubfcribing and repeat- 
ing the Declaration n^entioned in the Aft made 3a Car. 11^ 
which Claufe was agreed to by the Commons.'* 

for 
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for all others, we have paid very dearly^ 
fince the Window-lighf Tax, vvhich was 
grantee! to make good the Deficiencies of 
the Light-Moqey, &c. we have never been 
able tp get rid of fince. 

But to return : In the Affair of Darien^ 
the King having granted to hi? Scotijh Sub^ 
jedts many Privileges and Advantages, 
which were held to be prejudicial to the 
Intereft of England^ the Commons expoftu- 
lated fo frpely with his Majefty in Behalf 
of their Fellow-Subjeds, that it was found 
advifable at Court to make a Sacrifice of 
that Colony: which the Scots warmly 
jrefented, but were not able to avenge. 

Even in fo tender a Cafe as where the 
Interefl: of a Bofom-Favourite, Bentinck 
Earl of Portland^ on whom the King had 
befl:ow*d a very confidprable Part of the 
Revenue? of the Principality of fFaleSj was 
immediately concern-d, they had the Spirit 
(o interpofe; and their Remonfirance on 
that Qpcafion, appear'd to be of fuch Im- 
portance, that a Stop was put xo the Grant, 
and his Lordfhip was gracify'd by his mu- 
nificent Mafl:er another Way, 

On the other Hand, when the 
King communicated the ^JfaJJination^ * ^ * 
Plot to the Houfe, they unanimoufly en- 
tered into a voluntary AJfociation to ftand 

by - 
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by him with their Lives and Fortunes. 
But, notwithftanding the Merit of that 
moft feafonable Compliment, his Majefty 
refus'd the Royal Aflent to another Bill; 
That for the farther regulating of Elec-^ 
iions; and the Houfe put a Negative on 
a Motion, for an Addrefs, to know by 
whofe Advice he had again been induced 
to put fuch a Strain upon hi$ Preroga- 
tive. 

In the next Seflion came on the critical 
Cafe of poor Sir John Fenwick ; who, tho' 
guilty, not being within Reach of the 
Law, was to be punifti^d by Bill of At- 
tainder ; which, thro' the extreme Zeal of 
the Houfe, was accordingly done; tho* 
fuch Arguments were urg'd in Oppoiicion 
to it, as will ever make it a Matter of 
Aftoniftiment, that they were allow'd fq 
little Weight. 

Advantage, likewife, was taken of this 
dangerous Crifis, to reach Malignants of 
a lower Clafs, by Methods equally extra- 
ordinary, as appears by the following rcT 
markable Cafe, viz. 

December the 8th, " The Committee, 
appointed to examine the Petition of one 
Mary Griebe^ made their Report, by which 
it appeared, that Cotir^df Griebe, Hufband 

of 
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of the faid Mary Greibe^ having undertaken 
to deliver two Petitions in behalf of certain 
Officers and Soldiers turn d out of Count 
Stanbock's Regiment, to the King and 
Parliament, was, the Day before, feiz*d by 
one Kit/on^ a Meflenger, by Warrant from 
Mr. Secretary Trumbally charging him with 
treafonable Praftices ; That he was kept 
iQ the faid MefTenger's hands ten Days; 
during which time, he had been feveral 
times refused an Examination : And, that, 
at laft, about two or three o'Clock in the 
Morning, he was taken out of the Cuftody 
of the faid Meflenger, by a Party of the 
Dutch Guards, who carry'd him on board 
a Dutch Veflel, from whence he was con- 
veyed to Brujfehy where he was thrown 
into a Dungeon, and is fubfifted on Bread 
and Water only. 

Refolvedy That an humble Addrefs be 
prefented to his Majefty, that he will be 
pleafed to caufe the Informations in rela- 
tion to Conrade Greibe^ to be laid before 
the Houfe; to which his Majefty by Mef- 
fage, the 23d, returned the following An- 
fwer. 

« W. R. 

" His Majefty having received an Ad- 
drefs from the Houfe, whereby it was de- 

fir'd. 
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fir'd, that he would be pleas'd to c^ufe the 
Informacions, in relation to Conrade Greibe^ 
to be laid before the Houfe, is pleas'd to 
acquaint them, Thatj upon the Difcovery of 
the late Confpiracy againft his Perfod and 
Government, the faid Greibe was taken into 
Cuftody among other fufpedled Perfons, as 
concerned in that Plot j and, about the fame 
lime, feveral Infornbations being fent and 
delivered to his Majefty, whereby he ap- 
peared to be a very dangerous Perfon ; his 
Majefty thought it for his Safety not to fuf-^- 
fer him, being an Alien, to continue longer 
in this Kingdom ; and did order the Duke 
oi Wirtemberg^ who was then going for 
FlanderSy to tranfport him thither, in order 
to fend him to the Eledor oi Brandenburg^ 
his natural Prince, which was done ac- 
cordingly: and the faid Greibe v/as delivered 
to the General of the faid Eledlor, who 
was by him appointed to receive him, to- 
gether with the Informations." 

But notwithftanding fo rhuch Complai- 
fance appear'd in the Houfe for the King's 
Pleafure, as furni(h*d Matter for very ♦ 

grofs 



♦ As appears by the following Report made in the Houfe 
of Commons, December 30 ; 

** Mr. Pcckiington, from the Committee on the Abufes of 

Prilbns, 
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grofs Reflexions without Door, they did 
themfelves the Honour to rejed: a Bill for 
Rejiraining the Prefsy as rightly efteeming 
it to be one of the moft fundamental Pri- 
vileges of the Subjedi, 

And in their third and lafl: SefCon, when 
it became neceflary to think of doing fomc- 
thing for the People, they pafs'd certain 
Votes for reducing the Army on one hand, 
and gratify*d the King with the fubftantial 



Prifons, bfe, among a Variety of other Matter, reported to . 
the Houfe, that one Brunpill a Sollicitor, had informed the 
fiud Committee, that TirV/y (who had lately procured an A6t 
of Parliament to enable Bromjbally an Infant, to fell his In- 
tereft in the Fleet-Prifon ; which he, 7///^, had purchas'd) 
as he was informed, fliould fay. That he obtained tnat Adl by 
Bribery and Corruption.'* 

" That one Mrs. Hgncock applying to *IiUy not to proteft 
one Guj^ being his Clerk of the Papers, becaufe he was per- 
jured, y^ Tilly refiifed her Requeft : Upon which, being 
ask'd how he would do, if the Matter ihould be laid before 
Parliament ? he reply'd, he could do what he would there ; 
that they were a Company of bribed Villains ; that, to his 
Knowledge, they would all take Bribes ; and that it coft him 
300 /. for his Share, and 300 /. for the other Shop (meaning 
the King^S'Bencb) for bribing a Committee laft Parliament. 

That ihe then, intimating that ihe mufl then apply to the 
Houfe of Lords 5 he anfwered, it was only palming fiVQ or 
iiz talking Lords, and they would quaOi all tliC reft. And ilie 
then faid, fhe would try the King and Council ; he added, 
the beft of the Lord-Keeper's Fees were from him : That as 
to the Judges, they were all fuch a Parcel of Rogues, that they 
would fwallow his Gold fefter than he would give it them ; 
and that as to the Members of the Houfe of Common5, they 
were many of them Members of his HQufe. 

Con- 
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Confidcfation of a Civil Lift of -f 700,000 U 
per Aim. for Life, on the other. 



Bue 



+ Anno 1698, the following remarlcable Paragraphs apr 
pcar'd in the famous Hufi -Money Paper, as it was ^'d, pub* 
lilh'd by John Latotcn, Efq; 

" Two Hundred Thoufand Pounds a Year, beftow'd 
upon the Parliament, has already drawn out of the SubjeAs 
Pockets more Millions, than all our Kings, iince the Con* 
quell, have ever had from this Nation ; and that, without any 
rude Complaint, is a Proof, that if a King can manage well 
Mr. Gufs Office, he may, without much ado, fet up for Ab- 
folute : Venalii eft Anglia, for Fenale eft Farliamentum, 
Heretofore, indeed, it was not necelTary only that a Parlia- . 
ment fhould give, but that they fliould give reafonably, as 
Flammockh Rebellion, and others in King Henry the Vllth's 
Reign witnefs ; and I believe our Rolls will not fumifli us 
wit)h many Sef&ons wherein Money was given, and no one 
Country Bill granted : But our Ancestors were wife enough 
to Instruct their Members, and our Conftitution fo regular, 
that we had Sequent £le6lions. 

The HoufeisfoOfficer'd, that by thofe that have Places 
and Penfions, together with their Sons, Brothers, and Kinf- 
men, and thofe who are fed with the Hopes of Preferment, 
and the too great Influence thefe have upon fome honeft, mi- 
llaken Country Gentlemen (who are poffibly over-frighted 
with the French) the King can baffle any Bill, quaih all 
Grievances, ftifle Accounts, and ratify the Articles of Li- 
merick. 

When I find the Money the Nation gives to defend our 
Liberties from Foreigners Abroad, is like to undermine 'em 
at Home ; in a Word, when I fee neither the one nor the 
other Houfe can withftand the Power of Gold ; 1 fay, when 
1 perceive all this, it is Time to give Warning, it is Time to 
look about us. 

If the Members of Parliament are to overlook all the ill 
Husbandry of the Government, that they may (hare in the 
Profufenefsand Bribery of it, if our Rights are to be fet to Sale 
by Ibme, and negledled by others, when the \ciy Being of the 

Govara- 
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But if the Third Parliament of , 
this Reign, did not wholly lofe Sight 
of their Duty to their Conftituents, the 
Fourth hath been reprefented as blameablc 
for adhering to it too clofely ; how juftly» 
may be feen from the following Particulars, 
n)iz. They disbanded the Army as a ufelefe 
Thing, and confcquently an Encumbrance 
in Times of Peace; nor did they fpare 
the Dutch Guards (who were become ex- 
tremely obnoxious to the People) though 

Government depends upon our being pleafed ; what Amend- 
ment, what Confirmation (hail we have of our Conftitution 
when all our Dangers are over ? This is a Thought dei'erves 
our mod ferious Reflexions. 

1 could name a certain Gentleman who exa6l!y refemblcii 
Harry Guy, that the lad Seflions, when the Houfe was a little 
out of Humour, difpos'd of no lefs than fixteen thoufand 
Pounds in three Days time, for fecret Service. Who are in 
Places we may find out, but God knows who have Penfiions ; 
yet every Man that made the leaft Obfervation can remember 
that fome who opcn'd loudly at the Beginning of the lall 
Seffions, who came up as eager as is poflible for Reformation, 
had their Mouths foon flopp'd with HuJb-MoKey, It has been 
of fome time whifper'd, that if this will not at firll prc-ingage 
to do what will be exa6led at their Hands, we fhall have a 
new Parliament. I can't tell whether a new Parliament will 
not be pradis'd upon by the Caertnartben Art ; however, it is 
our laft and bcil Remedy ; for if this continues, God have 
Mercy upon poor England i for hitherto we have been, and 
we are like flill, for ought I fee, to be re- paid for all our Ex- 
pence of Blood and Trcafurc, with a mere Smpke that Bof 
taline mentions in his Advices fiom ParnnJfuSy whereby tJie 
Enemies of the Government have but too great AJvantaga 
given them to ridicule us for our foolifh Cwdujity," ^Siaie 
'Tra^h, Vol.11, p. 369, 370, yn.^ 

K ftrongly 
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ftrongly importun'd thereto, by an expreis 
Meffage from the King, who had before 
reproach'd them for leaving the Nation 
too much expos'd : They put a Stop to the 
Ifluing of Bills of Credit from the Trea- 
fury, which had, till then, been a Minifterial 
Expedient to fupply the Deficiencies of 
Cafh: They prefented a very ftrong Repre- 
fentation to his Majefty, relating to certain 
Mifmanagements in the Condudl of the 
Navy. They pafs'd a * Bill for Limiting the 
Number of Placemen in their own Houfe ; 
and they made a clofe Infpedion into the 
Grants made by the Crown. 

Thefe were the Fruits of their 
^ ^^' firft Seflion, and in their Second, they 
tack'd a Bill of Refiimption, to the Land- 
Tax Bill ; which giving Umbrage to the 
Lords, who were at the Devotion of the 
Court, and endeavour'd to cbg the Bill 
with Amendments, They infifted on their 
Point with fuch Firmnefs, that the King 
himfelf found it advifeablc to let them have 
their Way; which being made known to 
the Upper Houfe by one of his Favourites, 
the Controverfy was carry'd no farther. 

But fo great was the Refentment which his 
Majefty had conceived againft this untrada- 



* Which was rcicflcd by the Lords. 

ble 
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ble Parliament, that he firft prorogued them 
byf-Commifllon, without a Speech, and 
afterwards diflblved them ; in hope that this 
unexpeded Exertion of the Prerogative 
would teach their Succeflbrs more Com- 
plaifance. 

The Event however did not .anfwcr 
the Expectation: For, tho* both Court and 
Country exerted themfelves totis Virtbus^ 
and by fo violent an Oppofition manifefted 
to the whole World that they had oppo- 
iite Interefts, thofe in Power were no 
Gainers by the Exchange : on the contrary, 
they foon had Reafon to think, that the 
late abrupt Diffolution had rather ferv'd 
to exafperate than terrify; and what 'fol- 
lowed remains as a Proof to this Day, 
That whoever wreftles with Parliaments 
will be fure of a Fall. 

Inftead, therefore, of weak, tame or 
mercenary Conceffions to the Throne, the 
Majority of this Houfe were accused of 
the contrary Extreme; of diftreffing the 
King, of perfecuting his Miniflers, of haraf- 
fing the public Affairs, G?r. and yet to this 
very Parliament we owe the fetting Bounds 
. to that growing Evil, Parliamentary Privi- 
lege; the laudable Precedent of a proper 

f To the Earl of BriJgctoater. 

K 2 Com- 
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Commifiion fo take and fettle the Public 
Accounts, the refuming * loooob /. a Year, 
pare of 700000 /. granted for the Civil 
Lift, and applying it towards the Payment 
of the Public Debt; that ineftimable Blef- 
fing, the || Hanover Succefiion^ and many 

other 



♦ The Occafions for which the laid Sunt were given, being 
peas'd. 

I Under the following ipoft excellent Limitations, 
" I ft. That all things relating to the well-goveming of 
this Kingdom, which are properly cognizable in the Privy-^ 
Council, fhall be tranfadled there, and all Refolutions taken 
thereupon, fhall be Signed by the Privy-Council. 2d, 
«« That no Perfon whatfocver, that is not a Native of England^ 
Scotland^ or Ireland, or the Dommions thereunto belonging ; 
or who is not bom of Englijb Parents beyond the Seas 
(although fuch Perfon be naturalized or made denifon, fhall 
be capable of any Grant of Lands, Tenements or Here- 
ditaments from the Crown, to himfelf, or any other in 
'1 ruft for him. 3d, That upon the further Limitation of 
the Crown, in cafe the fame fhall hereafter come to anv 
Perfon not being a Native of this Kingdom of England, 
this Nation be not obliged to Engage in any War. for the 
Defence of any Dominion, or Territories not belonging to 
the Crown of England^ without the Content o^ Parliament. 
4:11, That whofoever fhall hereafter come to the Pofldfion 
i)\ this Crown, fhall join in Communion with the Church 
of England as by the Law eftablidied. 5th, That no Par- 
don be pleadable to any Impeachment in Parliament. 6th, 
That no Perfon who fhall hereafter come to the PofTefBon of 
this Crown, fhall go out of the Dominions of ^fl-^/tfW, Zcot- 
lindy OT IreUndf without Consent of pARiiAMFNr. 7th, 
That no Perfon who has any Office under the King, or re* 
ccives a Pension from the Crown, (hall be capable o: ferving, 
as a Member of the Houfe of Commons. 8th, That fur- 
tiier Proviiion be made, for the connnning of all Laws and 

Siatutes 
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otb^r wholfome Law^, which were calcu- 
lated for the more immediate Service of 
both Prince and People. 
. But all their Merits could not reconcile 
them to an offended Miniftry : And, not- 
withftanding a Sort of -f- Promife in the 
King's Speech to meet them again the 
cnfuing Winter, they were fuddehly J dit- 
folv*d, as a fccond Warning to refraflory 
Parliaments. 

But neither was this fecond Warn- 
ing more eflfeftual than the Firft: ^^^•' 
The Nation continued firm to thofe, whi> 
had hitherto continued firm to them : and, 



Statutes for the focuring our Religion, and the Rights and 
Liberties of the People. 9th, That Judges Commiffions be 
Blade ^gm Jiu fe bene gejferinu and their Salaries afcer- 
tained and ellabliihed ; but upon the Addrefs of either Houfe 
of Parliament, it may be lawful to remove them. loth. 
That the Princefs Sophia Dutchcfs Dowager of Hanover^ be 
declared the next in Succeflion to the Crown of England in 
the Protellant Line, after his Majefty and the Princefs, and 
the Heirs of their Bodies refpedively ; and that the further 
Limitation of the Crown be to the (aid Princefs ^ofbia and 
the Heirs of her Body, being Proteftants." 

f * I make no doubt that whatfoever Ihall be done during 
your Recefs, for the Advantage of the Common Caufe in 
this Matter, (the Support of the Confederacy) will have 
your Approbation at our Meeting again in the Winter." 

J ?• It was whifper'd that the King's Favourite had a 
coniiderable Sum of Money given him, by whom is not 
mention'd, to incline his Majefty, while he was in Holland^ 
IP the Diffolution." Li/e rf King William, Vol. III. 

K 3 notr 
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notwithftanding the moft vigorous Effortsr 
of thofe in Power, returned a Majority of 
the very Men who had been fo lately 
difmifs'd — It muft however be acknow- 
ledg'd, for the Sake of Truth, that thcfe 
Gentlemen occafionally fufFer'd their Zeal 
for their own Houfe, to carry them rather 
too great Lengths, as appears by thofe * Rc-f 
folutions of theirs, relating to their Privi- 
leges, which feem to have been irreconcilable 
with the Privileges of their Conftituents. 

Of their Attachment to the i3iz- 
*^°'' nover SucceJJton^ they neverthelefs gave 



* Feb. 26, *' Tliat, agreeable to the Opinions of a Com- 
mittee appointed to confidir of the Rights, Liberties and 
Privileges of the Houfe of Commons, to aflert that the 
Hou'e of Commons is not the only Reprcfentative of the 
Con^mons of England, tends to the Subverfion of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Houfe of Commons, and the funda- 
mental Conflitution of the Government of this Kingdom. 
ad, That to aflert that the Houfe of Commons have no 
Power of Commitment, but of their own Members, tends 
to the Subverfion of the Conflitution of the Houfe of Com- 
mons 3d, That to print or pubjifh any Books or Libels 
rf.'ficRiiig upon the Proceeclings of the Houfe of Commons, 
or any Member thereof, for, or relating to his Service therein, 
is a high Violation of the Rights and Privileges of the Houfe 
of Commons. 4th, That it is the undoubted Right of the 
People of Englandy to petition to addrefs to the King for 
the calling, fitting or difTolving of Parliaments, and for the 
rcJrcfiing of Grievances. 5th, That it is the undoubted 
Right of every Subjeft of England, under any Accufation, 
either by Impeachment or otherwile, to be brought to a 
ij c'„\iy I rial, in order to be acquitted or condemned.'* 

a farther 
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a farther Proof, by the * Claufe they in- 
ferted in the Ad for enlarging the Time 
for taking the Oath of Abjuration ; and in 
this they had the more Merit to plead: 
becaufe the French King, had, juft before, 
in the mod folemn Manner, caus'd the 
Pretender to be proclaimed King of Eng-^ 
landy at Verfailles. 



* " That if any Perfon or Perfons, at any time after 
tlie firft Day of March 1702, fhall endeavour to deprive 
or hinder any Perfon who fhall be the next in Succeftion to 
the Crown for the time being, according to the Limitations - 
in an Aft intitled. An A3 for decUring the Rights and 
Liherties of the SubjeSi^ and fettling the SuueJJion of the 
Croton i and according to one other ASl^ intitled j An ASt for 
the further ^imitation of the Crown ^ and better fe curing tb$ 
Rights and Liberties of the StihjeSly from fucceeding after 
the Deceafe of her Majefty to the Imperial Crown of this 
Realm, and the Dominions and Territories thereunto belong- 
ing, according to the Limitations in the beforemention'd 
Adis i that' is to fay, fuch IfTue of her Majefty's Body, as 
ihali from time to time be next in Succeffion to the Crown, 
if It fhall pleafe God Almighty to blefs her Majefly with 
Jffue ; and during the time her Majedy fhall have no IlFue, 
the Princefs Sophia^ Eleftorefs and Duchefs Dowagey of 
Hanover^ and after the Deceafe of the faid Princds Sophia^ 
the next in Succeffion to the Crown for the time being, ac- 
cording to the Limitation of the fa;d Afts j ^nd the fame 
malicioufly, advifedly and diredlly, fhall attempt by any 
Overt- Aft or Deed ; every fuch Offence fhall be adjudged 
High-Treafon, and the Offender or Offenders therein, their 
Afleffors, Procurers, and Comforters, knowing the faid Of- 
fence to be done, being thereof convifted or attainted accord- 
ing to the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, fhall be deemed 
and adjudged Tray tors, and Ihall fuffer Pains of Death, and 
all Lofles and Forfeitures, as in Cafes of High-Treafon.'* 

K4 Buc, 
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Bur, l>efore this A(ft could receive the 
Royal Afient, the King died, and with him 
died the Oppofition to the Court : For 
the Queen had no fooner taken Pofleflion 
of the Throne, but the Conamons gave ]at 
once into her Favourites Views, of enter- 
ing into a new Land War with France^ and 
likewife fettled the Civil Lift for * Life ; 
which, together with the annual Supply, 
became the principal Bufincfs of tho 
Seflion. 

SECT. IV. 

Of the Supplies given by Parliament front 
1689 to 1698, 

In this Sketch of the Parliaments of 
King William^ fcarce any Thing hath been 
faid of the mighty Taxes then firft levied 
upon the People, in purfuit of that 
Monarch's darling Projedt of humbling 
France, 



* Tho* not without this wholfome Provilion, That all 
Grants of Manors, L^nds, Iffc. made by the Crown for 
more than 3 1 Years, or Three Lives, or all Tenements for 
more than Fifty Years, fhould be void ; by which, we are 
Itold, the Crown wai? for ever deprived of a great Means of 
burthening the public Revenues by Gratifications to their Fa- 
vourites. 

That, 
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That, however, our Readers may not re- 
pine for the Want of proper Information 
upon that important Head, I have, in this 
$c<5lion borrowed from DoSor Ddvenant^ 
whatever is neceflary, to give a general Idea 
pf that intricate Subject. 



L 



s. d. 



> 1,844,786 16 04 



2.535>452 01 02 



''VoT Anno 1689,-^ 
Granted for the War, 
and to pay 6o,qoo /. 
to KingCWA'j's Ser- 
vants, and to pay j 
600,000 /. to the 
Dutch^ in all, that 

Year 

4r Fpr Anno J690. ? 
Granted for the War ^ 

For Anno 169 lO 
Granted for the War,C o z 

and for buildingC 4794,86i 07 ooj 

Ships . J 

For Anno 1692.^ 
Granted(befideswhat/ 
was paid out of the v zoo 

Revenue of the( 3.337>268 08 09^ 

Crown towards thc\ 
War) . J 



Carry oyer - 



12,512,368 13 o4j 
For 
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I 
Brought over 



For Anno 1693/ 
Granted for the, 

War- 

For Anno 1694/ 
Granted for the ^ 

War 

For Anno 1695/ 
Granted for the , 

War r~ 

For Anno 1696, 
Granted for the 
War, and to make 
good fomc Pefici- 
encies, and to make 
good the Clipped 
Money, and for the 
Civil Lift, and French 

Proteftants 

For Anno 1697. 
There was Granted 
for the War, and 
to make good the De- 
ficiencies of former 
Funds, and for the 
Civil Lift, and French 
Proteftants 



12,512,368 13 04^ 



3,471,482 16 01 
5»o3^358i 09 09 
4,883,120 00 06 



7,961,469 OG oq 



^ 11,887,160 00 09J 



Carryover 45,746,182 00 05^ 

For 
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/. s. d. 

Brought over 45,746,182 00 051 



For jinno 1698/ 
There were Funds( 
given, amounting tc( 
about — — 

Ordinary Revenue 
of the Crown, rdck- 
oned at a Million 
per Annuniy by a 
Medium during thefe 
ten Years, might pro- 
duce in the whole 
about ^ 



4,500,009 00 op 



> 10,000,000 00 00 



In all — 60,246,182 00 05 J 



But 
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I. Sn C 

Brought over 60,246,182 o 5. 

But in thcfe 
Articles ftveral 
Sums are twice 
reckon'd ; as for 
Example, where /. 

one Fund was 
taken away, and 
another given in 
its place ; and _ 
whereFundshavc^^'^^^'^ 
been granted to 
to fupply the 
Deficiencies of o- 
ther Funds, for 
which Articles 
there may be de-r 
dufted about — 

And the ordi--> 
nary Crown-Re- 
venue might be 
charged, during V5jOOO,ooo 
that Time, to- 
wards the War, 
wifh about - • - 



>I2,CXX),000 OG 



So that there has been? -.>.<, 
tn.llv granted but about 54^' ^4^' '^' "^ 5- 



aftually granted but about 



Tis 
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'Tis not pretended, That the foregoing 
Accounts are exadt to a Tittle ; but accord- 
ing to the bed Information we are able to 
procure, they are as near the Truth as is 
requifite in our prefent Argument. 

Having (hewn what has been granted in 
Funds, we (hall now (how what was in- 
tended by the Parliament ; and, for five 
Years, very little more demanded for the 
Fleet and Army. 

/. 5. d. 

For Anno 1689, 3,295,628 — 04 — 05 

For Anno 1690, 4,010,760 — 06 — 07 

For Anno 1691, 4,172,393 — 09 — ojs 

For Anno 1692, 3,629,439 — 12 — 03 

For Anno 1693, 4,117,080—09 — 06 

For Anno 1694, 5*030,581 — 09—09 

For Anno 1695, 4,883,120 — 00 — 06 

For Anno 1696, 5,024,854 — 04 — 11 

For Anno J697, 4,880,078 — 19 — 1 1 

For Anno 1698, 1,300,000 — 00 — 00 

■ I t Kllll I III I Ml 

40.343.936— 17— o5t 
Nofe, That from Afino 1693 inclufive, to 
Anno 1697 inclufive, the Difference be- 
tween what was demanded by the Mini- 
fters, and granted by the Parliament for 
the Fleet and Army during thofe Five 
Years, amounted in the whole Time, but to 
1,4651623/. 19 s. g\cL 

Suo- 
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Suppofe the Expence of the Civil Lift, 
frc Ti 1689 inclufive, to 1698 inclufive, to 
have been one Year with another 600,000 /. 
per Annum. 

I. s. d. 

The Elxpence of thep 
Civil Lift then in ten C6,ooo,ooo 00 00 
Years may have been — ^ 



Towards which the' 
ordinary Revenue of 
the Crown, befides 
what it was charged 
with to the War, 
may have yielded a- 
bout 



>5,ooo,ooo 00 00 



But in 1696, and in' 
1697, there was grant- 
ed by the Parliament 
for the Civil Lift/.rf^'°°°'°°° °° °° 
Annum^ 500,000 /. in 
the whole 



So that in this-j 
Computation, the Ex- | 
pence of the Civil Lift r^5,ooo,ooo 00 00 
is to be reckon'd at I 
but- J ' 

And 
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And the Accounts of England may run 
chus^ 

Aaually granted -' - 48,246,182 00 054 



Ex. 



s. rf."i 



pence . ^ 

of the J>40»343.936 i? ©5 

War, 

Ex. 

pence 

of the > 5,000,000 00 00 

Civil 

Lift 

Remains 



^4S>343>936 17 051 



2,902,245 02 iii 



So that except in the Article of Intereft 
Money, and except in the Article of 
1,465,62^/. 19^. 9t^. in which the De- 
mands of the Minifters for the State of the 
War, exceeded what was granted by the 
Parliament, the Expences of the Govern- 
ment feem to have been fully fupply'd, 
and that there remains an over-balance of 
2,902,245 /. to be accounted for- 

Now as to the Intereft-Money for the 
5,000,000 /• with which the Crown-Re- 
venue may have been charg'd towards the 
War, thofe Funds, moft of 'cm, have and 
will anfwer the Principal and all the In- 
tereft allowed by Parliament : And other 

In. 
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Intereft, which feveral Funds fell (hort of 
fatisfying, has been in a great Meafurc 
made good by the Supply of 7,000,000 /, 
granted to anfwcr Deficiencies. 

And as to the State of the War having 
exceeded what was granted, in ballancing 
the general Accompr, this Article ought to 
be confidered, if during the whole War the 
Mufter Rolls have been full ; and if ali 
along we have had our Complement of 
Ships and Seamen, according to that State 
of the War which was every Year laid be- 
fore the Parliament. 

But upon the whole Matter, confidering 
what has been granted, and what may pro- 
bably have been expended, there fecms 
good Reafon to think that the Public of 
England^ if all Accompts were narrowly 
infpeded, cannot be much in Arrear either 
10 the Fleet, Army, or to the Civil Lift. 

So that if there (hall remain, any great 
Arrear, in all likelihood it muft chiefly 
arife frem exorbitant Premiums, unwarrant- 
able Intereft, and other Ways of laying out 
Money, hurtful to the King, and deftrudivc 
to the People. 

The rough Draught of our general Ac- 
compts here given, which is as perfect as a 
By-ftander only could procure, may per- 
haps, afford fome Tittle Help to fuch as will 

think 
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think of thefe Atfairs 5 and this rude Model 
may contributfe towards the forming of a 
better Scheme. 

The Forty-eight Millions granted, as we 
have faid, by Parliament for the fcveral 
Years from 1689 to 1698 inclufive, have 
oot been adlually levied : To ftate exadly 
bow much of it has been already rais a, 
and what Proportion of it remains fecur'd 
by remotfc Funds, is not to be done with- 
out greater Helps than the Writer of thcfe 
Papers can come at : But fo far we know, 
and may affirm fafely, That a great Part of 
the Produdl of Land, our Trade, and Ma- 
nufaftures remain ftill mortgaged for up- 
wards of twenty Millions. 

Two of the Nine-pences on Beer and 
Ale are to be efteemed as a Perpetuity, the 
third Nine- pence is engaged for a long 
Term of Time ; the fir ft Duty upon Sale 
can be look'd upon no better than as a 
perpetual Fund; the new Cuftoms, conti- 
nued Ads and Joint-Stocks, the Duty on 
Marriages, Births, (Sc. the firft Duty on 
Statnp'd Paper, the Duty on Windows, 
half the Duty on Glafs-Ware, the new 
Duties on Whale-Fins and Scotch Linnen, 
are continued to the Firft oi Auguft 1706. 
The laft Duties upon Salt, and Stamp'd 
Paper, are Perpetuities : There is a further 
L Sublidy 
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Subfidy of Tonnage and Poandagc granted 
from che laft of January 1690, for His 
Majefty*8 Life^time ; and cbo Impdidons 
upon Malt, Leather and Patper» are not ex^ 

pired. 

To imagine we can buy (^and redeem^ 
in any moderate Time, all thefe Perpetuir 
tie$» or long Funds, is a vain Hc^ i but 
this may be laid down for a certain Truth, 
That J&i^/^;zi will never Flourish inTrade 
and Manufadures tUl the greateft Part of 
'em are clear'd, and till our Afiairs are 
brought to fuch a Pofture, that we may not 
pay to the Government either for the Sup- 
port of the Crown, or on Accompt <^ 
Funds, where the Principal is funk, above 
2,300,000 I. per Annum^ or about 1 
Twentieth Part of the Nation's general 
Income, which was our Condition before 
the War. 

And unle& this can be compafs'd, it will 
be founds That, in no long Courfe of 
Time, we (hall languilh and decay every 
Year, by Steps cafy enough to be perceived 
by fuch as confidcr of thefe Matters. Our 
Gold and Silver will be carried off by de- 
grees, Rents will fall, the Purch^fe of Land 
will decreafe, WooU will fink in its Price, 
our Stock of Shipping will be diminifhed, 
Farm-houfes will go to ruin, Induftry will 

decay. 
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dfcay» and we (hall have upon us all the 
vifible Marks of a Declining P£opl£*' 

S E C T. V, 

Of the Parliaments 6f ^een Anne. 

The Queen> while Princcfs of ,^^7^ 
jDenmark^ having been ill us'd, upon 
all Occafiona^ by the IFbigs^ her Majefty 
BO fooner took Poficffion of the Throne, 
than (he* made a thorough Change ac 
Court ; and a ?^ry-Adminiftration did not 
fail to produce a Te^ry-Parliament. As, 
therefore^ in the late Reign, the Dijfenters 
bad gain'd fuch Ground, as to become al- 
moft formidable to the Church ; the 
Tables were now turned, and the Church I 
the Church I became a Cry that carry'd all 
before it. This produced the OccafionaU 
Cmformiiy Bill, and the mighty, tho* inef- 
fedual, Struggle then made, to carry it into 
a Law : But, however complaifant this Par- 
liament may be held to the Church or 
Throne, it did not however debafe itfclf fo 
far as to gratify every Minifterial Demand, 
without Referve : On the contrary, when 
the Queen, by Meflage, was induc'd to dc- 
fircthc Houfe, to make her Grant of 5000 A 
per Arm. to the Duke of Marlborough^ for 
her own natural Life, perpetual, they, in a 
L 2 very 
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very refpedlful Manner, * declined it, as not 
caring to fct a Precedent, which might 
countenance future Alienations of the Re- 
venue ; already too much reduced by the 
exorbitant Grants ot the laft Reign. 

They had, moreover, the Merit, I will 
not fay upon what Principle, to make a 
clofe Infpedlion into the public Accounts, 
and to lay before the Queen a very ample 
Remonftrance thereon; at once expofing 
paft Mifcarriages, and ihewing the Ncccf- 
fity of a more exad Oeconomy for the 
Time to come. 

But this Zeal and Integrity of theirs 
were not without a Bound : for when the 
Whigs^ to ferve a prefent Turn, did them- 
felves the Honour to introduce a Bill for 
Purging the Houfe of Commons of Place^ 
metty the -f Majority, who had then the 
upper Hand at Court, thought it for their 
Intereft to thrbw it out. 



* Notwithftanding which, this very Houfc of Commons-iii 
their lail Seffion, cntertain'd fuch a Scnfc of his Grace's Servi- 
ces, ar the Battle of Blenheim, that they prcfented a Vote in his 
Favour to the Queen, which gave Rife to the Royal Grane 
of Blenheim^ and the national Rent-Charge annexed to 
it. 

+ And yet the fanne Majority, in the faid laft Sc£Gon, 
in Refentment to fome who had Apoftatiz*d, and takea 
Places, brought in the fame, or the like Bill again, which 
pafs'd one Houfe« and was rejedcd in the Other. 

Upon 
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Upon the Difcovcry of the Scot-- 
/^-Plot, the Lords beftirring them- '^^^* 
felves with more than ordinary Zeal to 

fct at the Bottom of if, by examining the 
'rifoncrs taken up on that Occafion, and 
ordering them into Cuftody by their own 
Authority, the Commons, of a fudden, 
broke out in a Flame of Zeal for the 
Prerogative, which, in a folemn Addrefs, 
they rcprefented as invaded by the Lords ; 
and not only caird upon the Queen, not 
to fuffcr it, but made an Offer of fupport- 
ing her Majefty in the Exertion of it, a- 
gainft- all Invafions whatever. 

It is remarkable, that, during this one Par- 
liament, no Icfs than Four Difputes arofc be- 
tween' the Two Houfes: Viz. one upon the 
Occafional-Conformity Bill ; a Second on the 
Cenfurcs pals'd by the Commons, on the 
Condud of Lord Hallifax^ as Auditor of the 
Exchequer I a Third on the Scotti/h-Flot ; an4 
a Fourth on the Affair of the Ailesbury- 
Men, (who were us'd with extreme Seve- 
rity by ther Commons;) all of which were 
carry'd on with great Warmth and Bitter- 
nefs, and divided the whole Nation; the 
Wbigs fiding with the Lords, and the Tories 
with the Commons: Faftion fo ordering it, 
that the Lafl were for multiplying Re- 
ftraints on the People they rcprefented, 
L 3 and 
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and the Firft found their Account in aOing 
as Confervators of che Public Liber^p. 

But there is good Reafim to be^ 
'^^^* lieve that theie frequent Broils h^ 
tween the Two Houfes had very diflferenc 
Grounds, in Fa€t, from thofe which were 
publicly pretended: For, no fooner had 
the Court- Junto ftruck up a Barg^un with 
the IVBgs, and turn'd their Backs on thdr 
old Friends the ^ories^ but the EledioM^ 
for the general, took a difierent Turni 
the Majority of both Houfes, appear'd ta 
be of the fame Compledlion, and whatever 
had been fwallow'd by one, was d^^fied 
by the other. 

I will not (lay to expofc the loconfift** 
cncy of either Partv in this Place; but 
concent myfelf wito obfervioe. That a 
T'ory Motion ip the Houfe ot Lords ta 
invite over the Princeis Sophia^ as prc- 
fumptive Heiress to the Crown; (whicha 
as a particular Compliment to the QuecHi, 
was over-rurd by the IVlngs^ made way 
for an * Aft, by which, Two of the moft 
important Claufes in the Aft of Limi- 
tation, were repcal'd. Viz, That, obliging 

• CallM an Aft for the better Security of her 1Vfajefty*s 
Perfon am] ijovemment* and of the Succe^on of the Crown 
in the Frocedant l^ine. 

Prify- 
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Privy-Couofellors to fign their Opinions; 
And That» incapacitating Placemen to be 
Members 10 the Houfe of Commons. 
Thu^ if the 7mes nuule their Cburt to the 
Houfe of Hanover In the AfKiir of the Invita- 
tion, the H^bigSy not only excused them- 
felves for putting a Negative thereon, but 
afhjally out-bid their Rivals in Court Fa* 
vour, by giving an additional Strength to 
their Sucoeinon, and providing that the 
Sceptre (bould defcend with as much Weight 
to the new Family, as it had done to the 
old : And this they did, tho* the Inftru* 
ment by which the Crown was fsirther 
entailed, was of the Nature of Magna. 
Cbartai confiquendy ooglit, in every Cir- 
cumftanoe, to nave been, like it irrepeala- 
ble; tho' it was evident the faid Claufes 
contained the only Securities which the 
People could ever rationally hope to obtain 
againft the Progrefi of Cwruption, and the 
Impunity of overgrown Criminals} tho' 
they, the ff^bigs^ had ever avow'd a Jca- 
loufy of the Regal Power, and clamour'd 
loudeft, to have a fufiicient Mound thrown 
up, between it and the Subjedt's Liberty, 
and tho' the Hanover'-F^m^y had made 
no Difficulty to accept the Crown, under 
whatever RcftriSions. 

L 4 Thus 
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Thus the only Advantages, refulting ta 
the People from the hQ, of Settlement^ 
except in the Article of Religion, were 
* furrender'd at once, to befpeak the Indul- 
gence of the future Sovereign, apd excuie 
a feafonable Cojppliment to the prcfcnr. 

Nay, fp far was the JVhiggifh Cora- 
plaifance, to the Crown, at this SeafbD» 
extended, that when a Rider was offered 
in the Houfe of Lords, to rcftrain the 
the Lords Juftices, upon the Queen's Dc- 
niife, from giving the Royal. Aflent to any 
Bill for Repealing or Altering tbq Habeas* 
Corpus Aft, the Toleration a5, the 7rien* 
nial Adl, and the A(ft for Regulating 
Trials in Cafes of Treajim^ it was ovcr- 
rul'd by a Negative; fo that the whole 

* A Lift of thefe SurrendererSy (together with fome very 
Ihrew'd Queries,) was made public by the ^orses^ at the 
Genera] Eledlion in 1708; in which, we read the Names 
of thofe Two great Patriots, Robert Walpole, and Wil- 
liam PuLTENEY, Efqrs; and one of the bcft-inform'd Orr^y- 
Jionul Writers in the Craft/man, fpeaking of the Repeal of 
thofe Claufes, May x^^ I739» goes on, as follows. 

'* There was not in any parliament before, a Struggle 
equal to this ; nor where the Influence of the Crown was more 
apply 'd. The Journals of Par /lament are fome Proof of it 
at this Day : I could enter into Particulars, but am loth to 
difturb the Afhes of the DeaJy 

7 hcfe Patriot fVbigs, moreover brought in a Bill, this 
Seilion, to oblige the Roman Catholics, to conform, or for- 
feit ih.'ir Eftates: And it had adlually pafs'd into a Law, if 
the Rcinonllranccs of the Forcgn Minifters had not prevented 
it. 

, Confti- 
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Conftitution was in ^ Manner left at the 
Mercy of the new Government : And how 
deeply and fatally the Public was afFedcd . 
by the Repeal of thefe important Li7nlta* 
tafionfj lee the open> barefaced Barter of 
Votes for Places, wbicbi both before and 
fince, hath been carry 'd on^ bear Witnefs; 
as well as the many Attempts which have 
been made to put an End to that in- 
famous Traffic, by introducing a newr 
Law, under the Title of a P/^c^-fi/7/; which, 
for many Years, cqnftantly mifcarry*d, and, 
at laft, terininated in a * Thing, that was 
Title only: . all Governments alike, making 
it a Point to engrofs as niuch Power, and 
extend, their Influence as far as poffiblc; 
and to make no Conceffions to the Govern'd, 
however reafoiiable, as Ibng as they are in a 
Condition to withhold them. 

During this Scffion, likewife, an Ad: was 
pafs'd to empower her Majefty to name 
Commiflioners, &c. to treat with Scotland 
for an incorporating Union, which was 
now becpnie neccflary, both for the 
Peace of the Two Nations, and the Safety 
of the Lord Treafurer; who, having in- 
duced the, Queen to give the Royal AC- 

•See the Bill, obtained by a Tacit Treaty, as wq 
anc told by the Author of Fa^ion Deteifed^ with the Lords. 
An, Reg. Geo, IL 14*, 1742. 

fcnt 
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fcnt to the * ScoU AS of Security, became 
anfwerable for all the Mifchiefs it was 
like to occaiioD. 

No Meafurea are proceeded upon 
«7o6. ^i(h. fych V^our, or meet with fuch 
Succefs, as thofe in which the immediate 
loterefts of Minifters are concern'd : It is the 
lefs to be wondered at, therefore, that this 
great Work was entirely fini(b'4 during 
the Recefs, and afterwards ratify'd by the 
Parliaments of both Kingdoms; tho' not 
without Tumults in Scotland^ and not a 
little Oppofition in Efiglsmd; I mean in 
the Houfe of Lords ; for the Commons 
were all Ductility, and fubmitted to every • 
Article, I thbk, without one Divifion. 



* By which it was provided. That the Crown of Scotland 
Ihouki not defcend to the iame Perfon who pofTefs'd that of 
England^ unlefs that, duriAg her Majefty*s Reign, fuch Con- 
ditions of GovtrtiBient ihould be fettled and enacted, as 
might fecure the Honour and Sovereignty of that Kingdono, 
the Freedom, Frequency and Power of Parliaments, and the 
Kcligion, Liberty and Trade from the Enztijb^ or any foreign 
Jnfiuence ; and that it ihould be High-Treafon to proclaim 
tny Suc^ilbr without the Confent of the States. 

This A£l gave fuch an Alarm in England^ that it occa.^ 
fion^d a Bill fiir fecuring the Kingdoms from the apparent 
Dingers that may arife from feveral A£ls btely pab*d in 
SitUiid. 

So that the Two Nations feem*d to be almofl on tlie 
Point of a Rupture. 

But 
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But, however plaufible the Word Union 
founded, and wnatever real Advantages 
attended* it, we have Iiv*d to fee it pro- 
du&ive of fome Mifchiefs, which fcarce 
any Advantage can atone for; I mean the 
additional Weight thrown into the Royal 
Scale, by the Sixteen and the Forty-five; 
it being remarkable, that the People have 
never, but once, been able to obtain a Majo- 
rity in Parliament fince : For, in EfFedl:, the 
400,000 L Confideration, or Equivalent as 
it was call d, paid to Scotland^ was but an 
Earned of what was to follow : and it is 
only by comparing the Places and Pen- 
fions diftributod among thefe Northern 
JVortbies^ with their Votes, that we (hall 
know how much the UniM hath hitherto 
coft us, and one of the chief £nd$ it was 
calculated to anfwer. 

During this Seilion, likewiie, the good 
Humour of the Houic of Commons con- 
tinued fo overflowing, that they compli- 
mented their Favourites-General with the 
Manor of JVoodJiocky and the Palace of 
Blenheim^ as likewife a Perpetuity of 
iooo /. per Annutn^ to be annex'd to the 
Title of Marlborough : And as an Indulgence 
to the Treafurer Godolphin, who had run 
the Nation to 800000 /. Ex pence, more 
than was provided for by Pailiament, ju- 

"^ ftif/d 
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ftify'd him for fo doing, by a Majority, 
of a Hundred Voices. ♦* 

But wc do not find this extraordinary 
Harmony between the Miniftry and the 
Parliament fubfifting at the Opening of 
the next Seflion : On the contrary, the lead- 
ing JVbigs having not been gratify'd to the 
Heighth of their Expectations, for their 
kte Services, fpirited up the City of London 
to lay a Remonilrance before the Parlia- 
ment, enumerating their LofTes at Sea, 
complaining of the Condudt of the Admi- 
ralty, Gfr. which gave rife to very warm 
Debates in both Houfes : And they like-^ 
wife fell in with the Tbr/W, in their Ad- 
drefs, relating to the Management of the 
War with Spain: But it foon appeared, 
that thefe Steps were taken only to diftrefs 
the Minifters into their Meafures, not to 
ferve the Nation : Accordingly, their Terms 
were no fooner comply'd with, but they 
deferted the Tories again, and voted Thanks 
for the Care that had been taken of the 
Spanijh Service : They likewife provided 
almoft fix Millions for the current Ser- 
vice, fufpended the * Habeas-Corpus Adt, on 

■ ■ ■ — ■ I — ■— ^^i^— w^— ■^w— — — H 

* Which gave the Miniftry an Opportunity to fcize upon 
Twenty-two Perfons of Dillinftion in Scotland^ and bring 
them up Prilbners to London ; as it was given o\iit, that they 
might not be in the Way, to Cfnbarrafe their Meafures in the 
cnfuhig general Eledlioi^. 

Ac- 
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Account of the Pretender's Invafion of 
Scotland \ and were diflblved, without hav- 
ing the Merit of any one independent 
Meafure to plead, by way of Recommen- 
dation, to their Conftituents, except the 
Rejecting an arbitrary Projed: for the -f* -R^- 

cruit'^ 



-f- The Nature of this Proje^l we find thus explain*d in a 
Speech, then made in the Houfe of Commons. 

•* Undir every free and juft Government, the People en- 
' joj an equal Right in the Liberty of their Ferfons and £flates, 
and have one and the fame common Beoeiit of the fame Law ; 
where, and to whomloever this Jullice is denied, I am fure^ 
die People mufl fall under the heaviell Tyranny, OpprefBon^- 
and Slavery in the World. 

That this Bill, as now brought into the Houfe, does re- 
firain and deprive the much greater, and njore induftrious 
Part of the People, of that Freed6m and Property, which 
the reft of their FelIow-Subjc6b enjoy, hs very plain and evi- 
dent by the Exceptions of fuch Ferfons as are only exempted 
from being forced from their Country, their Wives and their 
Children, into Foreign Service : The Ferfons only excepted, 
I find, are Clergymen, the Scholars of the ^too Uaiverfities, 
the Students of the Inns of Courts all Free-holders and Copy- 
holders, and their Sons, that have Land to the Yearly Value of 
^— or thac did pay to the late Subfidy Ad j all Eledlors 
and Voters for any Ceunty, City or Borough j fo that all 
Apprentices and Servants, all Graziers, Farmers, Labourers, 
and all other Ferfons whatfoever, not exempted by the Qiiali- 
fications above fpecified, (which extend not to one Third of 
the People of England) are liable to be baniih*d their Coun- 
try, and forced from their Mailers and their Families, without 
any Limitation of Time,- and almoft Hopes of Return ; 
whilft every fmall Free-holder, or Copy -holder, every cor- 
rupt Voter or Eleftor of any City or Borough, (of whom a 
great Number might, of all People, be the beil fpared) O.all 
fiay at Home, in Luxury^ Sloth, and all the other Crimes 

ihit 
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cruiting the Army 5 which, we trc Gqvdiy 
told, they durft not infift on, for fear q( 
endangering their £lc&ion8 in the next Par* 
liament. 

Still the late Mifunderftandings between 
the Miniftry and their Wfa^-Allies,, were 
not entirely removed : on the contrary, the 
lad, thinking they had now an Opportu- 
nity to fet up for themfelves, joined Inte* 
fefts, however unnaturally, with the yace^ 
iites^ efpecially in the Nor(b, and hop'd, by 
their Affiifamce, to have a clear Majority 
in the enfuing Parliament : But fo effectu- 
ally did the Miniftry labour upon this Oo 
cafion^ that» on the Return of the Writs» it 
appeared thty were ftill able to (land their 
Ground, and carry their principal Points, 
in fpite of all Oppofidon : Upon which, 
the fFbigs^ with more Policy than Honefty, 
made their Submiffion, at the Expence of 
their Jacobite Friends, and were again ad- 
mitted to Grace and Favour. 

that tttend our Ele^lions ; fo that the beft Confequenoe that 
can be expe£led of this Bill will be» chat all Cities and Bo- 
roughs will be crowded with the nioft idle Perfons of the 
Country, who arc able at any Rate, or by «ny Way, to 
make themfelves Voters, in order to exempt themfclves from 
the Fatigue and Danger of War ; and the Country, by thia 
Means, will be drain'd and deprivM of Servants, Farmers 
and Labourers, who are the moft laborious and neceffiiry 
Perfons of the Common-wealth, to till and cultivate the 
Land." 

When 
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When we know chat an Election hath 
been made under minifterial Influence, we 
know, likewife, that the faid Minifters will 
be ferv'd inftead of the Public: Accord- 
ingly> we find that the whole Bufinefs of 
this Seflion, was a Series of Jobbs ; fuch as 
the deciding ^ Controverted Elections in 
fuch a Manner, that h ought rather to be 
(aid. That they chofe themfelves, than 
that they were chofen by the People ; the 
railing feven Millions, and the pafling an 
hOi ofGnce,&c. And in their fecond Sefiion, 
they thought proper to compliment the 
Duke of Marlborough before they addreis'd 
her Majefty 1 They impeached Sacbewrel^ 
for abufing the Lord-Treafurer by Craft, 
in a Sermon, under the Name of Vulponei 
they voted another Supply of 6,200,000 A 
they were on the Point of paffing fome Votes 
+ aifagreeabk to the Queen, on her prefum- 
ing to change her Miniftry; and would 
have addrefs'd her to remove a Bed-cham- 
ber Woman, Mrs. Majham^ out of her 
Service, if her Majefty, by her own per- 
fonal Application to fome of the leading 

* Sec the Speech of Sir Zimon Hat court, in Cbandkr^3 
Hiflory, Aano 1708. 

% See the Account publifh'd by tlic Duchefs Dowager of 
Marlborough, and the Anfuer to ir, cniiilcd, ITi-/ other Side 
of the ^ejiion. 

Mem- 
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Members, had not made a Shift |o ward 
cff the Blow. 

As it appeared, therefore, from thefb 
and many other Arrant {| Circumftances 
that this Houfe of Commons was more in 
the Intercft of the Court JuTitOj than that 
cf their Sovereign, there is very little Room 
to be furpriz'd, that they were * diflblved, at 
the End of the iecond Seffion ; and that a 
new Miniftry undertook to return Reprc- 
fentatives more devoted at leaft to the Per- 
fon of her Majefty^ if not to the Intereft 
of their Country. 

This hew Ele&ion, however, furniffaes 
us with a new Proof of the Power and Irk^ 
fuence of the Crown over the Reprefenta^ 
tive^ as well as the IVax and Parchment^ 
part of our Legiflature : When the Mini- 
flry was in Alliance with the Whigs^ the 
Majority of both Houfes was Whig ; when 
with the Tories^ they became I'ory. The 
Two Fadlions which divided the Nation, 
were never in fo great a Ferment, as at this 
Period : And tho* the Whig was routed at 



H The Creatures of the Junto had given out. That the 
Parliament would undo all her Majclly had done, and put 
a Neplus ultra to the Krojedls of her new Mioifters. 

* At the Inftance, as it was to be underllood, of the Peo- 
ple themfelves ; many Corporations having been induct to 
petition for the faid DiJQblution. 

Court, 
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Court, he was neverthelefs fo ftrong in the 
City, had fo mighty an Influence over the 
grand Hinge of Government, Ways and 
Means, and made fo rcfolute a Stand in 
the Houfe.of Peers, that the newMinifters 
did not think it for their Intereft to enquire 
into the Conduft of their f- Predeceflbrs, 
or make their Enemies defperate, by throw- 
ing them all out of Place and Power at 
once. 

But tho' the Tories had theAfcendant ; they 
zGttAy in many refpeds, as the Whigs had done 
before them : For, tho' they* recommended 
a tender Care of the Hanover Succeflion to 
the Throne, feem*d earneft for carrying oa 
,the War with as much Vigour as ever, made 
an Enquiry into theAbufes of theVidlualling- 
Office, provided for the Security and Dif- 
charge of the Public Debts^ (which it had 
been given out, they would have paid with a 
Spunge,) addrefs'd for an Account of the 
Penfions paid by the Crown, pafs'd a Place^ 
Bill^ which, as forefeen, perhaps, the Lords 
had the Honour to rejcd:. They dropp d ^ 
Bill to prevent Bribery in EleSlions^ upon 



+ Who were befides under the Proteftion of the AS of 
Grace, as low as April 19. 1709. 

* Upon the Motion of Mr. Lechmere, fecondcd by Mr. 
Barley. 

M the 
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the Third Reading, approved a Report 
which charg'd the late Minifters, with a 
Deficiency of upwards, of 35,000,000/. 
when they were in Truth accountable only 
for Four^ rejedted a Court-Motion for a 
Duty upon heather as a Grievance^ and yet 
adopted the very fame Thing under a new 
Title, Viz. a Duty upon Hides^ and dit- 
covered in general fuch a Difpofition to 
oblige the Minidry, that the lafl: Bufinefa 
of the Seflion was to iffue out Writs, to 
fupply the Vacancies, made by thofe who 
had accepted fuch Places of Truft and 
Profit, in Reward of their good Services, 
as render'd it neceflary for them them to 
be * re-chofen: A Manner of Proceeding, 
which even Mr. Robert W-lp-l-y at that 
Time, complained of very feverely, tho' 
he hath been fo much better reconcil'd 
to it fince. 

Thefe were the principal Fruits of their 
firft Sitting. In their Second, tho' they 



* It ought here to be obfcrv'd, That when the Whigs re- . 
pealM the Claufe in the Adtof Limitation, relating to Placemen 
in ihe Houfe of Commons, they endeavour'd to qualify what 
they had done, by excepting totally certain Omcers of the 
the Revenue, and rendering it neceflary for moft others, to 
pal's a Fine to their Conjlituenti^ on their being promoted ; 
That is to fay, by obliging them to be at the Charge of a 
new Elcdlion, 

granted 
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granted a Supply for the War, they feemed 
to be making the neccflary Managements 
for a Peace, which it was the Intereft of 
one Party to bring about, aiid the other 
to perplex and cxpofe : Hence the whole 
Current of Public Bufincfs, partook of the , 
Soil of that Fadion, thro' whofe Canal ic 
pafs*d; and the Stream was feldom clear 
enough for the Public to fee to the Bot- 
tom: To win over the Earl of Notiing-- 
bam^ the fVhigs conniv'd at the pafling the 
Occqfional Conformity Bill, which they had 
formerly caird upon Earth and Heaven 
to defeat, as ftriking at the very Root of 
Religious Liberty ; or utterly excluding all 
Dijfenters from the Honours, Trufts, and 
Profits of Government : and the Tories^ on 
the other Hand, order'd, in a Bill to re- 
ftrain the Licence^ or rather Liberty^ of 
the Press. 

In (hort, all was Craft, Fadion, and Per- 
fidy; tho* the Honour of the Queen and the 
Welfare of the Public, were talk'd of on 
both Sides, neither had any Thing really 
in View but their own private Intereft: 
Within Doors, Clamour, Contention, and 
Confufion prevail'd ; and, without, Party- 
Spirit had almoft diffblv'd jSociety, snl 
Truth was fwallow'd up in the Bottomlefs 
Gulph of Controverfy. 

M 2 The 
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The third Seflion of this Parliament 
was of a Piece with the other Two: For 
tho' it was not fuffcr'd to fit for the Dif- 
patch of Bufinefs till April 9, and had 
been prorogued no lefs than Five Times 
in March only, no Notice was taken of 
fo extraordinary a Proceedure, and almoflb 
every Court-Point was admitted with all 
the Complaifance imaginable; except the 
the Bill for rendring efFedtual the Treaty 
of Commerce with France 5 and even That, 
tho* obnoxious to all the Manufafhire and 
and trading Towns of the Kingdom, could 
not be rejefted, till a Letter of Leave was 
fir ft diredcd to the Speaker, Sir Thomas 
Hanmer^ by the Lord Treafurer Harley. 

For the Reft of the Bufinefs of this Sef- 
fion, it was all Cabal and Intrigue, T^ory 
againft Whig^ and IVhig zg^ind Tory-, be- 
tween which two 7'hieveSy the Nation was 
crucijied : In particular we have ample 
Rcafon to curfe this Seflion, for a fatal 
Precedent of an Aid to the Civil Lift 
(500,000 /. to difcharge her Majefty*s 
Debts) which, tho' fo vehemently com- 
plained of by the Whigs then, they have 
copy'd but too faithfully fince. 

But how mifchievous foever the Fadlions 
of thofe Yimes were to the Public, fo 
deeply infatuated were the People, by the 

Artifices 



Parliaments of England. . 1 65 

Artifices of ^^their Leaders, or fo thoroughly cor- 
rupt, that at the next general Eleftion, they 
returned another Reprefentative, which was 
fcarce to be diftinguifti'd from the former. 

In the Houfe of Lords, the Whigs rais'd 
a great Outcry againft a Tory Pamphlet ; 
(the Public Spirit of the Whigs^ writ- 
ten by Dean Swifts) and in the Houfe of 
Commons, the T'oria did the famfe by 
certain Whiggijh ones, the Crifn^ &c. writ- 
ten by Mr. Steele^ who being a Member, 
was made the Scape-Goat of his Party, 
and expell'd : As ufual, good Motions were 
made for Fadious Ends by one Party, and 
over-rurd by the other, to fulfil their En- 
gagements with the Miniftry. The Hanover 
SucceJJion was made the grand Engine of 
the JVhigs^ and the Schifm Bill by the 7(7- 
ries ; but with different Succefs : For the 
Firft was voted out of Danger, and the 
Laft was carry'd into a Law j tho' a moft 
apparent Violation of the Liberty of the 
Subjedt : In a Word, the whole Kingdom 
was embroil'd ; and even the Queen her- 
felf was fo perfecuted with the Feuds and 
Animofities of her own Servants, that fhe 
had Reafon to welcome Death as a De- 
liverer, and rejoyce more at laying down 
her Scepter, than the Eledlor of Hanover^ 
her Succeflbr, to take it up. 

M 3 SECT. 
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SECT. VI. 

A State of the War and Peace. 

As the prolonging the W^r furnifli'd the 
Tories with Matter of Complaint againft 
the PVhigs ; as the Treaty of Utrecht fur- 
nifli'd the Whigs with like Matter of Com- 
plaint againft the Tories ; as the Conteft ber 
t ween the Two Parties in the cnfuing Reign, 
turn'd principally upon thefe Points, and as 
the Nation feems to be again in fome Dan- 
ger of being plung'd into a Third confum*; 
ing Land-W(iry nothing can be more per-? 
tinent than to prefent the Reader, in thi$ 
place, with a (hort State of the War, and 
the Peace; which will very fufficiently fliew, . 
how utterly inconfiftent thefe military Ad- 
ventures are with the Interefts of a trading 
Nation. 

" The Grand Alliance was concluded oq 
the Fird of September 170 1, and the main^ 
Dcfjgn thereof appears from the Words of 
the fecond Article, viz. 

His Sacred Imperial Majejl)\ His Sacred 
Royal Majejiy of Great Britain, and the States 
General^ defiririg nothing more earnejlly than 
the Peace and general ^iet of all Europe, 
have judgdy That nothing can be more effec-- 

tual 
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tualfor the EJlabliJhment thereof^ than the 
procuring an equitable and reafonable Satit- 
fadion to his Imperial Majejiy for his ^ Pre- 
tenfion to the Spanifh Succejffion j andy that 
the King of Great Britain and the States 
General, may obtain a particular and fufi^ 
cient Security for their Kingdoms , Provinces, 
and Dominions^ and for the Navigation and 
Commerce of their SubjeSis. 

In purfuance of this Agreement the War. 
was proclaim'd, and with ihefe Views, was 
carry 'd on to the Year 1706. The Annual 
Charge of this Nation, and the Progrefs of 
the Incrcafe of that Charge may be feen by 
the following Account, 

/. s. d. 
SJ-g [1702 — r«3,7o6,494 02 loi 

ti^^.s M703 — •3,898,066 13 loj . 

W^ i ^. ^704 — -4)444)947 ^4 V^ 

« " I J3 ^7^S 5)087,783 07 ^i 

*H^ S>i 1 1706 — -S*693>529 P8 %oi " 

It pleased God to blefs the Arms of Her 
late Majefty, and of Her Allies, with fo 
many jGgnal Vicftories, during thefe five 
Years, efpecially in the laft of them, viz. 
1706. that the great End of undertaking 
this War, fo clearly exprefs'd In the above* 
mentioned Article, feem'd to have been fully 
M 4 an- 
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anfwer'd, and the Power of the Enemy rc- 
duc'd to a jufl Balance. 

On the 2ift of OSlober 1706, the Elec- 
tor of BavariUy in the Name of the French 
King, proposed to open a Treaty of Peace^ 
but this Offer was rejedled. 

/. f. d. 

fi ti-S 1^1707 6,180,413 18 02J 

e^ 2" j 1708 6,381,926 06 01 

S? a si ^y^9 6,713,645 05 044 

o-g §>^ I 1710 6,734,043 09 iii 

H'S i-S ^^7" 6,851,468 16 oy^ 



The Reader will obfervc, That the 
Charge of the Year 1702, was a great 
deal fliort of Four Millions, and that itt 
the Year 171 1, it amounted to near double 
that Sum ; and there was likewife a Debt 
incurr'd of Eight Millions; yet the Re- 
venues of England were under fuch Anti- 
cipations, that (he was not able to raifc, 
within the Compafs of any one Year, more 
than Two Millions and a half, over and 
above the Intereft (he was oblig'd to pay 
for the Debts (he contradted. 

Thefe two Millions and a half came (b 
far (hort of the Capital Sum that England 
was to furni(h even in the leaft expen(ive 
Year of the War, as appears by the fore- 
going Account, that it is not to be wori- 

def4 
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dcr'd the Nation (hould be funk under io 
great a Debt in the Year 17 11, that the 
bare Intereft thereof amounted to three 
Millions. 

For the Payment of this Annual Intereft 
of Three Millions, the whole Trade of 
England was clogg'd with new Duties, from 
which the Dutch reap'd a double Benefit, 
fince they did not only by this Means fpare 
chemfelvcs, but as every Branch of our 
Trade fuffer'd by new Impofitions, theirs 
increas'd in proportion ; for it is an efta- 
blifh'd Rule in Trade, that as it ebbs in one 
Nation, it muft flow in another. 

The Expences of the Dutch were all this 
time upon fo eafy a Foot, that from 1702 
to 171 1, no additional Duty was laid on 
their Trade, excepting only one per Cent. 
for Encouragement of their own Privateers; 
and this Duty was to determine with the 
War, becaufe the Occafion for which it 
was rais'd would then ceafe. So tender 
were the Dutch of their Trade, which they 
call the Apple of their Eye ; that when 
England i^^xm(\^ A Ten Tboufand additional 
Troops for the War in Flanders, on Condi- 
tion they {hou*d prohibit Trade with France^ 
in the fame manner the E^g-///?^. had done, 
the Dutch accepted the Troops, but never 
comply'd with the Condition. 

The 
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The Emperor, during the War, morU 
gag'd Part of the Dutchy of Silefia to the 
Englijhj and the Mines in Hungary to the 
Dutch ; but thefe Mortgages were for fuch 
iQconiiderable Sums, that the Imperial and 
Hereditary Revenues were in a much bet«» 
ter Condition in 171 1, than they were ia 
1792. 

What was the State of the King of 
PruJJia's Revenues, either in the Year 1702, 
or in 171 1, it is neither a very eafy Matter,t 
nor of any great Importance, to fpecify 5 buf^ 
if a Judgment may be made of the Charge 
of that Crown in the War of 1702, by the 
Charge (he was at in the War of 1688, wo 
may conclude, (he did not fufFer much by 
the War of 1702, fince one of the Minifters 
of the late King of PruJJia^ then Eleftor of 
Brandenburgh^ complain'd in the Year 1699, 
that 40000 Crowns, which is near 8000/. 
Sterh had been iiTued out of the Military 
Cheft of that Prince in the War of i688j^ 
over and above the Subfidies he had re-? 
ceived from England and Holland^ and therc^ 
fore demanded to be reiqiburfed. 

The reft of the Allies did not only not 
contribute to the War, bur, on the contrary, 
receive large Sums from England and £&/- 
landy for their own private Advantage, over 
and above the Payn^ent of their Troops. 

The 
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The Proportion of Forces to be fur- 
nished by England and Holland for the 
War of FlandcHj was thus adjufted, v:z^ 
fingland to furnilh Two Parts of Five by 
J-^and, and Hollfind the other Three; by 
Sea, EnglaJtd was to furnifh Five Parts of 
Eight, and Holland the other Three. The 
Quotas were thus fettled by the late King 
William^ as Mr. Secretary Vernon acquainted 
ihe Houfe of Conjmons, by his Order, 

From the Year 1702 to 171 1, * both 
inclufive, fuch were the Deficiencies of 
the Allies, that l^ngland was obliged to 
furni(h above this Quota, the Sum of 
Twenty Millions. 

The Princes of the Empire being re- 
quired to pay their Quota, according to 
jhe Conftiiution of the Empire, they al- 
ledg'd their Inability, by pleading, that 
their Men were already engag'd in the 
Service of England \ fo that, all this while, 
we adually paid thofe Men, who were 
other wife, by previous Contradl, oblig'd tQ 
ferve in the Common, Caufe; On the other 
fide, the Dutch alledg^d, That they were 
under no other Obligation than to exer; 
their Strength, totis viribus^ and by confe- 



* ytd(, Reprcfcntation of the Poufe of Commcns, 1712. 

quence, 
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quencc, they alone were the Judges how 
far it was proper or convenient for them 
to exert their Strength. 

It is to be obferv'd, That Great Britain 
thus exceeded Her Proportion, tho' She 
neither did, nor was it poffible for Her 
to gain any thing by a Land- War: -Ac 
the fame time the Houfe of Aujiria^ which 
had made fuch a prodigious Acquifition 
as that of the Eledtorates of Bavaria and 
Cologn^ and feveral other Territories in the 
Empire; of the Kingdom of Naples^ the 
Dutchies of Milan^ Mantua^ Mirandola^ &c. 
in Italy \ which Countries were thought 
fufficienriy able to maintain 90,000 Men ; 
and the Dutch, who had poffefs d them* 
felves of Flanders, and received all Contri- 
butions to their own Ufe, were ftill dc- 
fedlive. 

Great Britain then, being burthen*d above 
Her natural Strength, and having Two 
hundred forty four thoufand and twenty 
Men in Pay, was fall'n under an immenfe 
Debt, the Annual Intereft whereof amounted 
to three Millions, for payment of which 
Intereft the Nation laboured under a general 
Excife, excepting Bread and Flefti; the 
Duties apply'd in former Times to the 
bupport of the Government, and many 

more 
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more fince laid, in the courfe of two long 
Wars, were alienated for the Payment of the 
abovefaid Intercft ; fo that the Taxes on Land 
and Malt, which every Body underftood 
to be for extraordinary Ufes, are now to 
be apply^d to the maintainance of fuch 
Ships and Guards as (hall be neceflary^ 
even in Tin^e of Peace, and are therefore, 
in effeft, perpetual : (What would be our 
Refource in cafe of New JVars^ is dreadful 
to imagine;) whereas, if Peace had been 
made in 1706, at which Time the End 
propos'd by the Declaration of War, was 
fully anfwer'd, and good Conditions offered, 
the Nation would have fav'd above Thirty 
Two Millions. 

Between the Years 1706 and 17 12, we 
made fome Conquefts in Flanders and Italy: 
On the other hand we loft two great Bat- 
tles in Spain^ the laft of which was dcci- 
five, for, by the taking of our Troops at 
Brihuega^ which caus'd the Rout of kVla 
Viciofa^ the War was in a manner extin- 
guiflbed on that fide ; fo that the Affairs 
of the Confederacy in general, were in a 
worfe Situation in 17 12, than they were 
in 1706. 

However, the Finances oi France being • 
in great Diforder, and that Nation labour- 
ing 
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ing under a fevere Famine, Monfieur * ds 
7orcy was fent in the Year 1709, to nego- 
tiate a Peace at the -f* Hague. Among 
other Things he offer'd in thp Name of the 
King hi^ Mafter, to abandon King Philip^ 
and acknowledge Charles King of Spain and 
the I?idies. But the Allies inlifted that tbet 
French King fliould carry on the War fingly 
againft his Grandfon j and without making 
any Allowance for the doubtful Events of 
War, the Forces that were then on the 
Continent of Spain^ and the vaft Extent 
and Diftance of the Spanijh Dominions iii 
America^ they reqoired that the whole Mo- 
narchy of Spain and the Indies (hould be 
given up in the Space of two Months, 
which all the Powers upon Earth could not 
promifc to perform. 

In the Beginning of the Year 17 16, 
Monfieur Rouille conferr'd with the Dutch 
Minifters at Gertruydenberg^ and the French 



* Monfieur ^orc^ came to the Hague with a Paflport, 
which the States had granted without the Queen*s Know- 
1-dge. 

f On the 22d of May 1709, a Ratification pafsM un- 
der the Great ^eal of Great Britain, fctting forth, Thit 
the French Minifters h^d Sign*d the Preliminary Articles at 
the Ha'::u€ ; tho' in ii'ad the fame had never been Sign'd b/ 
thofc Minifters. 



King 
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King then rcnew'd the fame Propofal, that, 
in cafe of a Peace he would abandon King 
Philips and acknowledge Charles King of 
' Spain and the Indies ; but the Propofal was 
again rejected. 

In 171 1, the French were recovered from 
the EfFeds of the Famine 5 and the extra- 
ordinary Demand made by the Allies, that 
the French King ftiou'd himfelf make War 
upon his Grandfon, had raifed fuch a Spirit 
of Refentment and Indignation in his People, 
that they chearfully fubmitted to the 
Dixme Royal, which alone cou'd retrieve 
the ill Condition of his Finances; and 
which the French Court, until that Time, 
did not think fafe to impofe on them j a 
general Belief did then prevail in the French 
Nation, that the Allies had no other View 
in infifting, that the King fhould adl fo 
unnatural a Part, but in order to break oflf 
the Treaty, and perpetuate the War. 

The breaking off this Treaty was indeed 
Fatal, ^for it was foon followed by the 
Misfortunes in Spain, which left King 
Philip entirely Matter of that Monarchy. 

In the fame Year, viz. 171 1. the Em- 
peror jfofeph dy*d, the Hereditary Countries 
devolv d on King Charles, the only furviving 
Prince of the Male Line of Aujiria, who 
1fvas likewife chofen Emperor ^ upon which 

the 
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the King of Prvjfia^ and other Princes of 
the Empire, the King of Portugal^ and 
the Duke of Savoy^ declared they would 
never confent, that the fame Perfon (hou'd 
be Emperor and King of Spain ; the Dutcb^ 
were likewife of this Sentiment ; for, when 
an Article was proposed by England to be 
inferted in the Barrier Treaty^ That no 
Peace {hould be made till the whole Spanijh 
Monarchy was reduc'd to the Obedience of 
the Aiijirian Family, the States General 
ftruck it out ot the Counter-Projedt, tbo* 
agreed to by the Queen in Council, and 
ftrongly recommended to my Lord Townf- 
bendy by Mr. Secretary Boyle: And that they 
have proceeded always upon this Maxim» 
appears from the following Claufe of the 
fccond Partition-Treaty, enter'd into by 
King William and the States, on the 3d of 
March 1700, viz. That the Kingdom of 
Spain and the Indies pall never be united^ 
nor belong to the Per/on of him whojhall be 
Etnperor or King of the Romans. 

In Conformity to the Senfe of this Ar- 
ticle, and to the Univerfal Confent of the 
Allies, who would not^ nor ever haveyieldedj 
that a King of Spain fiould be Emperor of 
Germanv, Her late Majefty wrote to the 
fcveral Eledors in favour of King Charles^ 
in lo ftrong Terms, that he has fince own'd 

Her 
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Her Goodnefs in his Behalf, as what was 
mod eilenrial towards raifing him to the 
Imperial Dignity. 

The Campaign of 17 11, pafe^d without 
any confidcrable Adlion, and the Dutch re- 
fus'd to contribute towards the Expence of 
Barracks and Forage ; by which the Pro- 
jedls for Quartering the whole Confederate 
Horfe under the Cannon of the Frontier 
Towns, and making Incurfions from thence, 
into the Heart of France^ during the Win- 
ter, as well as opening the Campaign early 
in 17 1 2, were intirely fruftrated; notwith- 
ftandfng the Duke of Marlborough repre- 
fented, that if fuch Barracks and Forage 
were not provided, it would be impoflible 
CO gain any Advantage over the Enemy the 
following Summer, for they wou'd be fu- 
pcrior to the Confederates by fixty Squa- 
drons of Horfe. 

Things being in this Situation, that is to 
fay, all Treaties for Peace being broke off, 
and the Meafures that wou'd moft probably 
have reduced the Enemy, meeting with 
Oppofition from our Allies, Her Majcfty 
thought it proper not to rcfufe a Paflporr, 
which the Fre? ch King defir'd for a Perfon, 
whom he intended to fend to Her with 
Propofals of Peace. The Paflporc was ac- 
N cord* 



\ 
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cordiDgly difpaccb'd, and ^ ^AofoLMefiu^er 
came hicbcr invefted with the Cbarader of 
Plenipotentiary, and with a Letter from the 
French King, acknowledging her late Ma- 
jefty Queen of Great Britain \ that Prince 
havmg firft acquamted the States General^ 
that be did intend to addrefs himfidf to the 
^een on that Subject. Her Majdfty receive 
ed this Perfon favourably, and order'd Her 
Mtniders to 'hear his Propofals : In Obe- 
dience to her Orders they conferred with 
him, and in fome time General Articles 
were agreed to, by which the French King 
wasoblig'd to give Satisfadion to all the 
Allies; the Pomts relating to England^ were 
likewife adjufted, and were to take EScSt 
in cafe that Satisfadion was given, and a 
General Peace concluded; not otherwiie: 
for the late Queen was free from any Ob- 
ligation whatfoever to the French King. 

The States having been thus previoufly 
acquainted by the French King, that Pro- 
polals were to be made at London for opeiv- 
ing a Treaty of Peace; the Propofals that 
were made having been immediately com- 
municated to them by the late Queen, and 



• Mr. Mefnager coming into England with a Paff- 
port fruiu the Q^ecn, could not be lookM upon as an Ene- 
my. 

the 
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the Conditions (lipulaced for Her own Sub- 
jeds, being to take Effcift only in cafe of a 
General Peace \ it is evident She did, in the 
ftridteft Manner^ adhere to the Terms of 
the Eighth Article of the Grand Alliance; 
t>y which it was agreed, That neither Party 
(houfd treat without the Privity of the 
other. It has been objedled by fome, that 
the faid Propofals or Preliminary Articles 
were properly a Treaty; but the Dutch' 
thcmfelves take off that Objection 5 for 
they were io far from thinking them a 
Treaty, that they declared them not to be 
A Ajfiicient Foundation to treat upon. 

Let us examine what has been the Con- 
dud of the Dutch on the like Occafions ; 
and we (hall find, That when Articles were 
concerted at Gertruydenberg^ thofe Confe- 
rences were held by the French and Dutch^ 
without the Intervention of the reft of the 
Allies; for when the Imperial Plenipoten- 
tiary infifted, that he had a Right to be 
pfcfent, the Dutch refus'd to admit him ; 
and when he complain'd to 'Prince Eugene 
of this Treatment, be received an Order 
from his Highnefs to follow the Example 
of the Br/V^ Minifter, whofe Miftrcfs he 
faid, tho' ftie contributed more to the War 
than any of the Allies, did, however, rcfign 
Hertelf fo entirely to the Wifdom of the 
N z States, 
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States, that (he trufted them ahne with tbac 
Preliminary Negotiation. If we look far- 
ther back, we (hall find Mr. d^Aligre made 
Propofals of Peace to the Dutch in February 
1706; that Mr. Mefnager was in Holland 
moft part of the Years 1707 and 1708, 
and convers'd with feveral of the Dutch 
Minifters upon the Propofals he brought 
with him from France^ by the Connivance, 
and with the Privity of the States-General; 
as Mr. Callieres had formerly done in the 
Years 1695 ^"^ 1696; and all this without 
any Notice given to England. 

Here it may be proper to obfcrvc, that 
it does not appear in the Regifter of the 
Refolutions of the States, that any of thdr 
Minifters had full Powers, in Form, to 
treat either with Mr. (TAligre^ Mr. Mefna-^ 
ger or Mr. Callieres^ becaufe the Minifters 
who ferve the Prince or Commonwealth, 
in whofe Dominion any Negotiation is 
tranfaded, are fufficiently authorized, by the 
Offices they bear in the State, to treat with 
any Foreign Minifter ; but in cafe of con- 
cluding any Agreement, it is requifite all 
Minifters (hould be furni(h*d with full 
Powers in Form, which full Powers are not 
for the Juftification of the Minifters who 
exhibit them, but for that of the Party 
with whom they treat, and therefore the 

OrigU 



Parliaments of England. 1 8 1 

Originals are always exchanged, which they 
could not be, if the Perfon treating were 
to be juftify'd by his own full Powers ; for 
in that Cafe he would be oblig'd to keep 
them in his own Hands, t6 be produced as 
Evidence in his Behalf; whenever Occa- 
fion {hall require. 

Whoever confiders the Nature of a Ne- 
gotiation between Princes, or has Curiofity 
enough to look back into former Tranfac- 
tions of that kind, will eafily perceive, that 
they always have and mud: owe their firfi: 
Beginning to an Intercourfe of Letters, or 
fome private Converfation$ ; and that even 
the greateft Obftacles are frequently re- 
moved by fuch Correfppndences,. before 
any Powers are granted in Form, and 'that 
this has been the conftant Prad:ice in all 
Nations, efpeclaliy in England. 

It was thought necellary to make this 
(hort Digreflioq, in order to expofe a 
groundlefs Notion by fome entertained, that it 
is not lawful for One who is a Privy-Coun- 
feiloF, and an avow'd Minifter of State, to 
hear the firft Overtures of a legitimated 
Minifler of a Foreign Prince, upon * ver-^ 



• Th^ Earl oiFortUnd treated with Marfhal Bouffiert^ by 
l«rbal Qrders from King William. 
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bal Orders fropi his own Sovereign, withv 
out a Special Co.mniiflion for that purpoi^ 
under the Great Seat 

Purfuant to the Preliminary Articles, or 
Propofitions which had been communicated 
to the Confederates, conformable to th^ 
Gr^nd AHiance, a Treaty was open d at 
Utrecht^ by their unanimous Confent w4 
Approbation, in January iji2 : And not* 
withftanding the great Obflruftions given 
to jt, was happily concluded March 3 j, 
1713 ; all Care having beeri taken to pre-» 
vent the Union of the Crowns of France^ 
and Spain^ that the Nature of the Cafii 
wou'd admit of 5 fipci5 there was but one 
prince of the Male Line of the Houfe of 
Aufiriay now retpalning, and that the Powcrt 
abovcmention'd, had deterpiin'd, that the 
Spanijh Crown (hould never be united to 
tne Imperial } fpeedy Meafurcs were there- 
fore taken for p^iffing the ASs of Renun- 
ciation, which wou'd not have fo eafily 
been obtained, if King Philip had been ia 
actual PolTcfiion of the Digiiity of Dauphii) 
qi France \ and the great Mortality among 
the Princes of that Iloufe, gave juft Rea- 
fon to apprehpn(i (hat fuch a Thing might 
happen. 

Whilft this Treaty was depending, 4 
Ccflatlon of Ariiis vyas proclaip'd for two 

Mont^ 
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Months, as had been ufually praAifed 'in 
the like Cafes, left any Event of War might 
iDcerrupt the Courfe of the Negotiation ; 
but that even thofe two Months might not 
be fruitlefs, the Queen infifted, and it was 
granted, that Dunkirk (hould be immedi-; 
atdy delivered into her Hands, the Demo- 
lition whereof being of great Importance 
to England^ She had formerly proposed // 
might be made an Article of the Barrier-^ 
Treaty^ hut the Dutch rejeBed it. Her 
Majefty had all the Reafon in the World to 
fecurc this Point of Dunkirk^ by a Treaty, 
fince it was not to be obtained by Aftion j 
for in the Compafs of Fifteen Campaigns 
in the two laft Wars, the States could never 
be prevail'd with to affift in any Way to- 
wards the Siege of that Town, alledging^ 
it would he the Work of Two Tears. 

Certainly it was as lawful for the Quecix 
to declare, without Confent of jthe Dutch; 
that her Troops (hould not engage, as ic 
was for the Dutch to make the like Decla- 
ration without Confent of the Queen 5 and 
that the Dutch did make fuch Declarations, 
is ftill fre(h in every Body's Memory ; for, 
when the Duke of Marlborough^ with the 
Concurrence of all the Generals, would 
have forced the French Lines, Auguft 1703, 
the Deputies of the States refused to let 
N 4 their 



1 84 j^Dete^iOn of the 

ihcir Troops march, alledging. That if the' 
French (hould get the Vidtory, the United 
Provinces would remain expos'd to their 
Incurfions: That the Deputies of the States 
aded in the fame peremptory Manner oa 
another Occafion, appears from a Letter of 
the Duke oi Marlborougb\ of Auguji 19, 
1705, wherein his Grace complains, in very 
moving Terms, " That at the Moment 
when he was going upon the Attack, whenv 
he had already fiatcer'd himfelf he (hould 
foon have congratulated their High Migh- 
tineffes on a glorious Victory, he found hi^ 
Hands ty'd up by their Deputies." His 
Grace adds, " The Opportunity was too 
fair to be flipp'd ; and that his Heart was 
fo full, that he could not forbear complain^ 
ing, he had not the fame Authority in the 
Army that he had the preceding Year.'^. 
Shall not the Crown of Great Britain have 
the fame Authority over her own Troops, 
that the States of Ifalland have over theirs } 
Or, ftiall it be more criminal for a General 
in FlanderSy not to follow the Confederat^fi^ 
wherever thcyfliould think, fit to lead hitn, 
when, by the pofitive Command of his Sove- 
reign, he was forbid to enter upon A£tion» 
than it was for a General in Sjf>ain^ (afterr 
wards Earl Stanhope) to feparate the Britijh 
Army from that of the Confederates^ at his 

own 
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own Difcrction, without Order ? Which Fa^ 
tal Separation was foon followed by the Lofa 
of himfelf and his Troops : And yet it would 
be hard Treatment to charge fo great a Mif^ 
fortune upon that honourable Gentleman, 
whom all Parties own'd to have then adted 
with a true Zeal for the Good of his Country. 

The Peace of Utrecht may be faid to. 
have been as general as any that was ever 
made ; for all the Parties in the War fign'd 
their Peace with France on the fame Day, 
excepting the Emperor and the Empire. 

Here it is to be obferv'd, ^hat the Em-^ 
perors of Germany have not made Peace at 
Ryfwick, Nimcgucn, or any other Congrefs^ 
at the fame time with the rejl of their AU 
lies^ left the Princes and States of the Em- 
pire, who, as Sovereigns, have a Right iq 
tflift at fuch Conferences, ihould, by that 
means, have an Opportunity to juftify their 
particular Claims; It has therefore been aQ 
eftabli(h'd Maxim of the Imperial Family, 
to put off the Signing of their Treaties of 
Peace for fome time, that the Members 
of the Empire may be under the Neccllity 
of fubmitting their Pretenfions to the Im-i 
perial Dyet, where the Emperor has more 
immediate Influence and Authority. 

However, for Argument fake, let it be 
poniider'd how i^t England had bc^n blamcr 

abi« 
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able if (he had made a Separate Peaoe* 
E^ianJ came into the Confederacy rich, 
the Allies poor ; England in the War was be* 
came poor, the Allies rich ; the Allies, tho* 
neareft to the Danger, contributed leaft to 
die War; England^ the mod remote from 
Danger, bore the greateft Share of Bx« 
pence: Whatever (hould be gain'd by the 
War in Europe^ was, by exprcfs Agreement; 
to accrue to the Allies : England once inci-i 
mated a Defire to be pofleJls'd of OJiend\ tho 
IxMxIs the States refus'd it with Indignation. 
The Trade of Holland was exempt from 
any additional Duties, fome Branch of the 
Trade of England was every Year deprefi'd 
by new Impofitions. The Trade of Hd* 
land was extended by the Acquifitions in 
Flanders^ the Trade of England to thac 
Country lay under particular Difcourage^ 
inenrs. Would not the Queen have re- 
ceiv*d the Applaufesof the Univerfal World, 
if, in thefe Circumftances, (be had told tho 
Allies they firft broke the Contrad, by not 
performing their Part in the War, and Oic 
was therefore no longer under any Engage- 
ments ? Such a Condudl would have been 
juftify'd by all Laws, Sacred and Civil, and 
of all Nations on the Earth. The Dtdtcb 
would have had the leaft Pretence to 
fcomplain, fince it remains upon Record, 

That 
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Tbat ^ the Dutch MiniAers told thofe of 
prance^ in 1648, they would make a Sepa«* 
rate Peace, alledging this only Reafon, That 
k was for the Intereft of their State, which 
they faid was to be preferred to their Alli- 
ances. They niade the like Anfwer to the 
lAinAtT^oi Brandenburg in J 678, at which 
titQe they iDade a Separate Peace, tho* that 
Prince bad hazarded his own Country to 
faye theirs. 

But fuch was the Pifpofition of the pbus 
Queen towards all her Allies, that (be de- 
termined to pyfii on the War with new Vi- 
gour; of to make fuch a Peace as (hould be 
to their common Satisfa<5lion. With this 
View her Minifters did, by her Order, fign 
SI Treaty with Vir. Buys^ on the i8th of 
December 171 1, whereby her Majcfty wa3 
engag d to profecute the War Jointly with 
the States, to make Peace yointly^ to Gua- 
ranty the Peace Jointly when made, and to 
invite the reft of the Confederates into fuch 
Guaranty ; but when the Britijh Minifters 
explained to the States, that by making War 
Jointly vias nieant, by a proportionate Ex- 
^ence of each Nation, according to the 
Quotas fettled by King William^ and de* 



• Vide NeuviJIeV Wpry e/* Holland. Tom. I. Book IX.. 
CJjajp. 10, 

clar'd, 
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clar'd, f* that the Ten Thoufand additional 
Troops were given upon Condition, they 
(hould prohibit Commerce with France as 
England had done, the States refus'd to ra- 
tify the Treaty which Mr, Buys had fign'd 
on their Part. 

When the Imperial Minifters were told 
the Queen expcdled their Mafter (hould 
bear his Proportion in the War ; Count G^- 
las^ in a very folemn Manner, declared, by 
a Memorial in Form, That if her Majefty 
had exceeded inExpence, (he was overpaid 
jn Glory; that the Glory her Majefty 
had acquired, was infinitely more valuable 
than the Dominions acquired by the £mi* 
peror ; and, that if the Emperor had Mo- 
ney to purchafe, he would have out-bid 
her Majefty, and bought Glory at a much 
greater Rate, 

It has been given outby fome, that ihtDutcb 
were willing to have come into the Queen's 
Meafures, if ft)e had thought fit to let them 
know what thofe Meafures were : This is 
fo far a Miftake, that it is apparent they 
would not come into her Meafures, becaufc 
they did know what they were, and that 



\ This Treaty had been negotiated fix Weeks, yet the full . 
Powers bore Date but the 1 4.th of the fame Month of De- 
(pnber 1711. 
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her Majefty had procured for her Subjcdb 
fome Advantages in Trade ; for Mr. Bwfs 
declared, That if England would let the 
States into a Share of thofe Adv2intages» 
they would neither obilrudl the Treaty, nor 
endeavour to wreft it out of the Queen's 
Hands. 

When they found the Queen refolv'd to 
make no Conceffion of that kind, their ut- 
moft Eflforts were then employ 'd to obftruft 
the Treaty: This gave but too fair a Handle 
to the French^ to raife as many Difficulties 
on their Side, and to this Caufe It is to be 
afcrib'd, that fome Points were not obtain'd 
which might otherwifc have been expec- 
ted: To which maybe added, that after the 
Lofs of Twelve Thoufand of their beft 
Troops at Denain^ and of three confidera- 
ble Towns in FlanderSy they could not rea- 
fonably hope for as good Terms as they 
might have had, if they had agreed to a 
* Sufpenfion of Arms, according to the 
Queen s Defire, by which thofe Misfortune 
would have been prevented. 

But in fpight of all Oppofition, the 
Queen purfu'd the Intcreft of her People, 



• Among all Nations in the World, there has been gcnj- 
rally a CcUktion of Arm^ before d;c ConcIuii</n of a Peace , 

and 
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and when She had procured for the Ettt^ 
peror an equitable and reafonable Satis^ 
fkaion for his Prctcnfion to the Spamjb 
Succcffion, and for the States-General at 
fuf&cient Barrier, purfuant to the Grand 
Alliance, She made Peace with Her Ene- 
mies. 

That this Peace was, upon the wbokr, 
beneficial to Great Britain^ will appear 
from the following Confidcrations ; 

Firji^ That feveral Advantages were , 
obtained for this Nation above what bad 
been ever afk*d before in our behalf, ehhw 
at the Hague^ or at Gertruydenburg^ viz. ♦ 
HudjorCs Bayy part of the Ifland of St. 
Chriftopbers^ all Nma Scotia^ or AccaSd^ 
with the City of Port-Royal^ now call'd 
AnnapotiS'Royaly the liland of Minorca^ the 
Town and Caftle of Gibraltar^ and the 
Trade to the Spanijh Wejl Indies. Add to 
this, that more ample Provifion hath beea 
made for the Freedom, Rights, and Im- 
munities of the Britijh Subjcdts, than will 
be found in any former Treaty whatfo- 
ever. 



♦Treaty of Brei^t 1667, Art. 10. Lord Mollis, and 
Mr. Ccv€ntn, yielded up Nova Scatia to France, Treaty be* 
I ween England and Frame, for fettling Peace in America 
1686, Sign'd by the Lords Sunderland and Godolpbin^ yielded 
up NnafoundUnd and N9va Sceiia, Art. 4tli and 5 th. 

Secondly^ 
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Sec^ndly^ From the Increafe of our Slup« 
ping, and the Improvements of our Trade^ 
which will appear from the foUowif^ 
AbftraA, faithfully colleded out of the 
Public RegiHers. 

By what has been already (aid, it is 
believed the Reader is convinc'd it was 
abfcJutely neceiiary for the Britijh Naticm 
to have Peace, and that the lerms of 
the Peace She had, were advantagious to 
her Self and her Allies ; who are fo far 
convinced, that the Ends of the Grand 
Alliance are anfwer'd, and the Power of 
their former Enemy brought within due 
Bounds, that they have no farther Appre- 
bei^ons from bi^Mbut think themfelves 
ac liberty 10 conflv^with each other im 
DominicMi. 



rbi 
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f The Advantages arifing to Great Britain finci the Peace:, ty thi 
Encreafi of the Navigation and Exportation of the Mamfa&wnt 
and Produce ^England only, which is as follows, viz. 

OF Woollen Mana&6lares from England to Denmark^ Nermay, Sweden^ 
Eaft Country, Germany^ Flanders^ Portugal^ Spain, Sireigbts, Italy, 
turkey^ Jamaica, New England, New York and Weft Indies^ &c. 



Species of Goods. 



CJoth of all Sorts 

Cottons 

KcHies 



Perpets and Sergea 
flannel — 
Stockings • 
Stuffs — 
Says- 



Noi:thcm 
Hatts — 
Lead- 



Dozen 



MannfaSures, 

Sf anifli Wool 9 

imported into > 

England — \ 

Cochineal im- 7 

ported ——3 

Fifi,. 

Red Herrings - 

Mhite<^i//<? — 

Pilchards — 

Salmon ■ 



ne Amnmt of the 
Exportation of 
Woollen Manu- 
faQures to the 
femral Places 
above/aid, for 
the Tears 1 709, 
i^ io^and i-j ii . 

1 27.492 i— 

107,888 

273,017 

59,884^ 

8,250,805 lib.— 

990,451 yards 

8 1,472 dozen 

3,186,031 lib.— 

495,457 ditto 
19,385 ditto 
25,383 dozen 
37,557 tons— 



13,986 bags 

177,785 lib. — 

115,819 barrels 

7,897 ditto 
2 3 '7 3 7 l^ogfh. 
260 barrtls 



For the Tears lytz, 
iji^, and lyt^ 



1 58,903 i— 

152,642 — 

525,227 — 

83,110 — 

JAy,so5 lib.— 

Hb,949 yw^ 

^^,939 dozen 

5,586,968 lib.— 

619,262 ditto 

52,151 ditto 

39,373 dozen 

41,383 tons 



0,388 bags 

220,667 lib. — 

235,492 barrel.*. 
1 5>459 ditto 
60,565 hogOi 
870 barret 



The Enereafe 4 
the Years \y\%% 
I7ii«ft/i7i4. 
more than the 
Tears tjog^i Jim 
and tjii. 



piecci 
dodtt 



44.7 S4 
252,210 goadt 

23,225 Ifkc 
392,700 lib.— • 
223,498 yaidft 

15^467 doactt 
2,400,937 lib,— « 
123,805 ditto 

32,766 ditto 

13,990 dozen 
3,826 tons-4 



6,402 bags 

42,882 lib. — 

ii9»673 bar.* 
7,^62 ditto 
36,828 hogfh. 
610 barreb 



+ This Account was printed in 1716. 

* The Fiih herein fpecified is all eicduTive of the Scotch and Ir^ Fiihing. 

Jn 



Parliaments of England. 193 

An Account of the Grofs and Net Produce of the 
Cuftoms^ from Chriftmas 1708, /^ Chrillmas 
1714, viz. 

In the Year Grofs 'Retept. Net Produti 

,709 2,306,784 08 oii »,342'833 14 04i 

1710— i,94«;,792 06 02i 1,177,810 05 o6i 

1711—2,248,679 17 02 ! ■ > 1,202,040 12 09! 

1712-i—i- 2,191,348 19 o6i ^396.633 03 iii 

»7»3 2,488,968 09 07 1.4(;4,868 17 %(i 

I7I4—*— 2,705,029 16 loi 1,765,695 04024 

13,886,603 II 06 — — 8,339,881 18 04^ 

Net Produce of the Vcar 1709— —1,342,833 14 04i 
Ditto - ' ■■ 1714 1,765,695 04 02v 

Wcjnthejear .7.4. '"""= than ^ 4«.86, 09 -o^ 

Encreafcd thcThrce laft Years in Peace, "p 

more than the Three preceding Years ^ 894,5 1 2 12 \\\ 
in Time of War J 



O Merchant 
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Merchant or Freight Shipping- 

Ships from all Ports ^England, 
cleared from the Cu(lom«houfe» 

From the Year 1709 to 

^710—35501 
1711— 3750I. 
17 12 — ^4267 i>Ships. 
17 13— 5807 
17 14 — 66 14 J 

Encreafed in the Years 1713 and 17 14, 
being the Two Years fince the Peace, more 
than the Two Years 1710 and 171 1, in 
time of War in Number 5 121 Ships, in 
Bulk three hundred thoufand Ton. 

Memorandum^ That the Exchange and 
Benefit of Trade, from the (everal Parts of 
Europe^ hath been' fo much to the Advan* 
tage of England fince the Peace, as hath oc- 
cafion'd the great Coinages of Money at the 
Mint^ as will appear by the following Ac- 
count : 

There was Coined, and ready for Coin- 
age, in Gold and Silver, in the Mint in two 
Years, ending at Lady-day laft 2,435,000/. 
whereas the Coinage in time of War was 
inconfiderable. 

Englijh Wool in the War was fold at 15 x. 
per Todd, and now at 18 j. 

Cape 
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* Cape Britton Ifland was rcftor'd to France 
by a Treaty made 1632, and confirm'd by 
another Treaty 1667, by another 1686, by 
another 1697. 

In Newfoundland the French are not per- 
mitted to fi(h in any Part formerly pofTefs'd 
by England^ nor even in that Part which was 
poflefs'd hy France before the Treaty, and 
which is now yielded to Britain^ but are 
confin'd to fifli only in the uninhabited 
Part of the Country, and are not permitted 
to cut Timber, nor Wood for building Cook- 
rooms, Stages, Flakes, Boats, &f . and the 
Liberty they have of Fiftiing will therefore 
be impraSicable j for, (hould they carry 
Timber from France^ the Expence would be 
exceeding great, and put them upon a very 
unequal Foot with Britain^ whofe Subje^ 
will, by that means, be able to under-fell 
them in all Markets. BeHdes, as the French 
are not permitted by the Treaty to remain 
upon the Land during the Winter^ the Build- 
ings they raife in the Summer will then be 
deftroy'd, and they will be under a Neceffity 
of bringing more Materials from France^ and 
rebuilding their Cook-rooms, Stagcs,Gifr,every 
Year, which will, in all Probability, render the 
'Fishery of theFr^wZ^ in thofe Parts of licrleUfe. 

* Lutpe Britton is an liiand in the lincrance of the Gulph 
of St. Lawrence^ is navigable quite round, and has never been 
thought to make a Part of Accadia. 

O 2 SECT. 
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* 

SECT. VII. 
Of the Parliaments of King George I. 

To thofe very Fadkions, Cabals, 
'''** and Contentions which rendered the 
Crown fo burthenfome to the late Queen, 
the Proteftant Succeflion ow'd its £(la-» 
bli(hment and Security; for, as before 
hinted, both Parties vied with each other 
in paying their Court to the new Family ; 
by recommending all the Expedients that 
could be devised, to (Irengthen their Title 
10, and fecure to them the Pofleflion of, 
the Kingdom. 

Tis no great Wonder, therefore, that; 
tho* the Heir was abfenr, there was no 
Interregnum; and that the Privy-Counfil 
firft, and the Lords Juftices afterwards, 
made fo good Ufe of the * Power in their 
Hands, that the public Tranquility was 
maintained, and that the Way was kept 
both open and eafy to the Throne. 



• They doubled the Guards, reinforced the Garriibn €>f 
the 'Tower^ rais*d the Militia of London and Wiftminfier^ or- 
der'd up a Regiment of Horfe and Foot into the Villages 
adjacent ; beiides, they lent for feven Battalions from FUmlers^ 
' order *d all Seamen to repair to the Fleet, and laid an Em- 
bargo on all Shipping, made Provition for the Security of 
the Sea-Ports, and laiily, took particular Care to keep all 
quiet in Sat/and^ and Inland. 

la 
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In a Word, the Parliamentary Right of 
Kling George L was univerfally acknow- 
ledged, and he found himfelf as quietly 
pofle&'d of the Sovereignty, as if he had 
no Rival to fear, nor any Difafledion to 
b^ jealous of. 

That therefore, the Scene was after- 
wards fo fatally changed, cannot be better 
accounted for, than by the 'f Words of 
the Lord Guernfey^ afterwards Earl of 
Ayhsford^ in the Houfe of Commons, be- 
fore the firfl: Year of his Majefty's Reign 
was expir'd. Viz. That the DifaffeSiion of 
the People^ if any^ did not proceed from 
his Majejiy^ but from the aardjhips his 
Minifters put on the Friends of the late 
Minijlry. 

But to return to our immediate Bu- 
fioeft. 

The very Day the Queen died, the 
Parliament met, according to the Provifion 
made by Statute 6 A. Cap. 7. par. 6. and, 
tho, of the Completion before dcfcriVd, 
and hitherto vidlorious over the Whigs in 
every Queftion, inftead of making ufe of 
the only Opportunity they were ever like 



f To which may be added thofe of the Earl <>f Anglefea, 
in the Houfe of Lords, Viz, Th/U it ttfos to. hi fhar^J^ vioknt 
Miajures would make the Sceptre Jbaki in the King^s Hand. 

o 3 ta 
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to have, in reftoring the Claufes to the 
A&, of Settlement, repeal'd by the faid 
Whigs^ in the Year 1705, they feena to 
have loft all their Spirit at once; for They 
complimented the Hanover Troops with 
their Arrears, amounting to upwards of 
65000 /. whom they had before treated as 
Runaways I and not only granted a Supply' 
for his Majefty's Houfliold, but when one 
* Honeft Man made a Motion for tacking 
the Place- Bill to the faid Supply, fufFer'd i{ 
to drop, even withouta || Voice to counte- 
nance it, — • 

His Zeal 

In one fcconded, as out of Seajbnjudg'd^ 
Or fingular and rajfj — — — -, 

As MilCon fings of his Jingly faithful Abdich 

* Mr. Wyhs, Member for Northampton, 

II Tlie Reafon of which extraordinary Behaviour is^iicribed 
to their Fear of being f unified with an Oppofition at the 
next approaching Eleftion, iiipported with the whole Wcight,j 
Intereii, and Inflaence of the Crown : But if this Plea is ad- 
mitted, it follows. That as, in Virtue of the Bill pafs'd by 
the (Vligf, in 1705, which provides, that the Parliament in 
being, ihall continue to fit for Six Months after the Sovo- 
reign's Demifc, every new King will have the Houfe at 
the fame Advantage, confequenily may fqueeze out of them 
almoft whatever Revenue, and upon whatever Terms he 
pleafes. — Among the neto Powers acquir'd by the Crown 
fince the Revolution, This may be juftly plac'd ; and of what 
Trnportance it is to the Public, that it Ihould be repeal'd^ 
may be gathered from the Weight and Intcreft which have 
acccmpany'd the Civil Lift ever fince. 

And 
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And thus having done the principal 
Thing they fate for, after a Seffion of 
Twenty-five Days, they were prorogued by 
the Lords Juftices. 

The King made his public Entry into 
Lumdofiy Sept. 20, new modell'd the Privy* 
CouncU the 29th, was crown'd OSiober 20^ 
diflblv'd the Parliament January 5, and 
ten Days after, fet forth a Proclamation for 
calling a new One; in which he makes no 
Doubt, that * in the enfuingEleSiions^ his loving 
SubjeSls will have a particular Regard tofuch 
as Jbewed a Firmnefs to the Protestant 
Succession when it was moft in Danger. 
An Inftrudlion, however unprecedented, that 
was very pundlually -f- comply'd with ; it 
appearing by the firft Divilion in the Houfe, 
that the Court had 244 Voices to 138. 
And DOW the golden Scene opens, which 
was to be productive of nothing but £afe» 
Plenty, Freedom and Happinels. 

The firft Addrefs of the Coni- 1714-15. 
mons to the Throne, was a Decla- 

* This Proclamation was afterwards call'd by Sir William 
Wyndlmmy in the Houfe, not anly unprecedented and untoar- 
rsHUbUy kit even of dangerous Confequence to the very Being of 
Parliaments : For which Liberty of Speech, a Cry was rais'd 
of. The Tower f The Tower / but ended in a Motion for his be- 
ing reprixzuud^ in his Plice ; and he was reprimanded ac- 
cordingly. 

+ There were no lc(s than 1 1 z Pcticions rclatii^g to Con- 
troverted £Iedion3. 

O 4 ration 



200 A DeteSlion of the 

ration of War againft the Party laft in 
Power, and thereby provided very cfFedlu-s 
ally to fet the new King at Variance with 
Half of his Subjeds ; confequently render-' 
cd him dependent on one FaBioriy and ob- 
roxious to the other — But the Favour they 
had thus fecur'd to thcmfelves, they took 
Care the Nation (hould pay for : For, over- 
looking the Precedent of Queen Anni% 
Civil Lift, which, for the general, did not 
exceed * 500000 A per Ann. they had rc^ 
courfe to that of King William ; and, be^ 
caufe he had 700000 /.^^^««. King G^^fjtf 
was con^plinicnted with the famcj nor 
would they even admit a Claufe to fecure 
1 00000/, per Ann. out of it to the Prince 
of IVales } nor fuflfer an Addrcfs to be car- 
ry 'd, Ti'hdt his Majefiy would retrench urniBf- 
cejjdry Penjiom^ and grant no more for the 
future. -This laft Point, however, ap- 
peared fo grofs, that it was qarry'd but hy 
three Voices. 

Their next Job was to impeach all the 
Lords they fear'd or hated of High Treafpn, 
except Dr. Robiiijon 6i(hop of London^ ^^^c^ 
tho- the Firft Commiflioner at the Treaty 
of Utrecht^ as it was (lirewdly obferv'd by 



• Out of which <bc fct afidc soooo /. fet JLnn, for the ab« 
dicatcd Qucca Dowager ^ i^c. &c, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hungerford^ was alltm^d the Benefit 4ff 
bis Clergy. 

Fearing, however, vith fome Reafon, 
that certain Foreigners had a greater Sway 
in the Cabinet than themfelves, an^ that 
the A6i of Settlement had left an Opening, 
thro' which they might flip into Places of 
Truft and Profit, the reigning Whigs wifely 
beftirr'd themfelves to flop the Gap ; and, 
the' oppos'd more out of Spleen than Prin- 
ciple by the 7ir/>5, carry^d their Point by 
fifty Voices. 

The Riot^ASt^ which pafs'd likewife this 
Seflion, no doubt the Diftempers of thofc 
Times made neceffary ; but then furely it 
ought citlier to have been temporary, or 
ibould have been long fince repealed: For, 
while that 2^^'^ is upon our Necks, tho' wc 
arc at Liberty to preach Rejijiancty we have 
little or no Power to pradice it; under 
whatever Grievances labouring, op com* 
pell'd by whatever Provocations : A Cir- 
cumftance that, 1 fear, thofe in Power arc 
but too well acquainted with ! 

The nevcr-cnough-tobe larriented Re- 
bellion foon after breaking out, ih^ Habeas- 
forpus Adt was again fulpended ; but on^ 
Man, Mr. Shippen, making any Objedbion 5 
tho' Monmoutb\ lavafion afforded no fuch 

f rcc^-r 
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Precedent, even in the unhappy Reign of 
"Jamei 11. 

This mod obfequious Houfe of Com* 
mons^likewife, who, at firft, found leis than 
1 1 GOO Men fufficient to keep the Peace, 
now thought * it neceflary to raife 3000 
Dragoons and 4000 Foot, befides four Com- 
panies of Guards more ; they alfo put all 
the Half-pay Officers on full Pay, and made 
a farther Provifion for the Security of his 
Majefty's Perfon and Government by Bill. 

As to -f- Money, the Court had all that 
was ask'd, and in kind Acknowledgement 
to the great Undertaker in thofe Matters, wo 
find Robert Walpole^ Efq; made firfl: Commit 
noner of the Treafury, and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer^ in the Rccefi between Sep^ 
t ember 21, and OBober 20. 

Having mentioned the Receis, it is no- 
ccffary to obferve, that the Bufinefs of the 
Seffion was closed September 2 1, when the 
Speaker made the ufual Compliments, and 
the Lord Chancellor read the King's Speech: 



* It ought not to be forgot, that we were oblig'd to the 
Dutch for 6000 more. 

+ Uote^ In the firft Year of his Majcfty's Reign, Bremen 
and Verden were purchased of Denmark^ and War was de- 
clared by Hanover againft Sweden ; which was one of the cx- 
prefs Condicions of the Bargain : And now it was, that the 
Baltick began firft to be v^itcd wi;h an annual Quadron of 
Britijh Men of War. 

But 
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But the Kingdom being then in Arms, it 
was held advifeable to have an Adjourn^ 
ment inftcad of a Prorogation^ and found 
convenient afterwards to repeat the fanre 
Expedient five Times more; by whi. h 
Means Two Seffions were run intoON??* 
but however bold, or perhaps dangerous the 
Precedent, it was not complain'd of at that 
Time; for fear, perhaps, that Difcontent 
(hould be interpretpcj into Treafon. 

But this Piece of Mtnijier-Craft is no- 
thing to what followed in the Sequel of 
this e3:traordinary Sefiion. 

January 9, Both Houfcs met for 1715.16, 
the Difpatch of Bufinefs, and be-* 
gan with a new Sett of Impeachnients; viz. 
of the Lords taken in the Rebellion ; who, 
pleading Guilty, had Sentence of Death 
pafs'd upon them j upon which, our moft 
merciful Commons * adjourned themfelves, 
that they might not be teas'd with Peti- 
tions in their Favour j having firfl: renewed 



• The Lords, however, did not follow their Example ; 
but on the contrary, petitioned in the Behalf of the unhapp/ 
Prifoners ; tho' without Succefe : It was thought neceflarjr, 
Ihat the »«*»*«».*»»*»»♦ (hould be eftablifhed ii^ 
Blood; and even to fet a Mark on thofe who inclin'd to 
Mercy ; the Lord Nottivgbnm and his whole Family being, 
fcon after, turn'd out, for no other Crime. 

the 
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the -f Sufpenfion of the Habeas-Corpus AiTr, 
apd pafs'd the Land-Tax Bill for 1 our 
Shillings in the Pounds which was opened 
^ith fo extraordinary a Preamble, that it 
gfive great Offence to the other Houfe, as 
pryudging % Matters of a very bigb and /#;> 
pnrtmt Nature^ the Cognizance and Deter^ 
fifination of which properly belonged to the 
Peers, who, thereupon, put in a Sort of' 
general Proteil againft it. \ 

The prefent Houfe of Commons was 
now become fo dear to the Court, and tho • 
People had borne wichfo much Patience tho . 
Artifice of tacking Two Seflions together, 
that a bold Stroke was now to be made| to 
edabliHi them in their Seats, till the King 
was cjlablifhed on his Throne^ and the Re- 
fentment which his Minifters had incun'd, 
abated : Accordingly, the Bill to repeal the 
Triennial Bill, and not only to niake ali 
future Parliaments Septennial, but even the . 
pj^ESENT, was brought in by the Duke of 
Devonjhire in the Houfe of Lords, and by 



+ But not without Oppofi^on as before : Experience ha- 
ving now fhewn ho\Y dangerous it was to leave the Liberty 
of the Subje£l at the DiJcKetioti of the G-^'-'nnmeu. it 
likewife produced a Proteil in the Houfe of Luids. 

X Throwing the Gjuilt of the Rebellion on chc late AcU 
xninKlraiion. 

them 



Parliaments of England. 205. 

them II pafs'd and fcnc down to the Com* 
ffjMs ; who, Hear Heavens ! and be aflo^ 
nijhed O Earth ! pafs'd it likewife 5 tho', 
among a thoufand Unanfwerable Particulars 
which were urg'd againft it, Mr. Snell fub- 
mitted the Following to their Coniideration» 

** The Right of eleding Reprefentatives 
in Parliament is infeparably inherent in the 
People of Great'Britain^ and can never be 
thought to be delegated to the Reprefenta- 
tives, unlefs you'll make the Eledled the 
Eledor, and, at the fame time, fuppofe it 
the Will of the People, that their Repre- 
fentatives (hould have it in their Power to 
deftroy thofe who made them, whenever 
a Miniftry (hall think it neceflary to skreeti 
thecnfelves from their juft Refentmcnts : 
TCbis would be to defiroy the Fence of all their 
Freedom ; for if we have a Right to contimie^ 
ourfelves one Tear^ one Months or Da)\ be-- 
yond our Triennial Term^ it will unavoidabh 
follow we have it in our Power to make our 
felves Perpetual. 

" To fay that the pafling this Bill is 
riot to grafp to ourfelves the Right of 
Eledlions, but only to enlarge the Time 



H But not without a very home Protcft, which was llgned 
bv Thirty Lords. 

of 
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of calling new Parliaments, is a manifeft 
Fallacy: For whenever our Three Yean 
are expired, we can no longer be faid to 
fubfift by the Choice of the People, but 
by our own Appointments : And *tis a Jcft 
to tell me I have a Right to That, which 
another hath a Right to take from me." 

^' For thefe Reafons I cannot approire 
of this Bill; I think it an open Violation 
of the People'^ Liberties ; or to fpeak moll 
mildly of it, a Breach of our Trujl in thac 
Part which will mod fenfibly afFedi tbem^ 
and of that ill Tendency in its Confe- 
quence, that as nothing but the Security 
of rhe Miniftry can make it, at this Time» 
ntjedful, fo nothing but a fianding Force 
can make it lading/" 

But this worthy Member pleaded in 
vain, as did many others befides him. 
The Fate of the Bill was predetermined $ 
and when * pafs'd, it was fubmitted to: 
(tho* the whole People had a Right to 
protefl againft it, both in Behalf of Them- 
jTelves and their Pofterity.) Of fuch Weight 
and Utility is a Standing Army ! 



* By 264 againft 121. 

This 



parliaments of England. 207 

This Seifion, however, was not to be 
•f* closed, without another Sacrifice. 

By the Ad of Limitation^ the King was 
not to go abroad without the Confent of 
Psurliament : His Ms^efty had now a Fancy 
c* vifit the Land of his Nativity, and di£^ 
dain*d to a(k the Lieave of his ParliamenL 
His Parliament therefore, moft complai- 
fantlyand generoufly, relieved him from that 
Obligation too ; and thereby gave the Na« 
cion to underftand, that the Office of a, 
King might be fupply'd by the Name. 

There were yet fome other Claoles in 
the Ad of Settlement^ or JJmitattmy which, 
by good Fortune, had not been repealed; 
among which was the Third, which pro- 
vided, that England ihould not be obliged 
to engine in any IVar for the Defonce of 
^y foreign Dominions^ &c. 

But tho' this was ftill in Force, there 
was a Necefiity, it feems, to deprive the 
good People of England of the Benefit 
of it. 

It hath been already obferv'd, in a Note, 
that the King, as Elcdlor of Hanover^ had 
purchased Bremen and Verden of Denmark^ 



t They likewifc rcjedled a Bill from the Lords, allowing 
Counfil to all Pcrfons proceeded agaialt in Parliament, for 
Treafon or Mifprition of Treaion. 

and 
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and that one of the Gonditions of the 
Sale was, That he fhould inftantly declarb 
War againrt Sweden. 

This his Majefty had panflually comply 'd 
with ; and as the Fruits thereof, we find, 
that a Projedt was fee ton foot^ by the Swedish 
Minifter here, for an Invafion of Great 
Brttairi, The very firft Day of the Sef- 
iion, Feb. 20, the Difcovery of 
»7>6-'7- jhg fai(j Projea was communica* 
ted to the Commons by Mr. Secretary 
Stanhope '^ and April 3, his Majefty by 
Meflage fignifies. That to concert the ne- 
ceftary Meafures againft Sweden may require 
feme Expence; and chat he hop'd his Coob- 
mons would enable him to make good his 
Engagements, tSc. and tho, it was urg'd: 
^hat it was Unparliamentary to grant a 
Supply before the Occafion was knffwn^ and an 
EJlimate of the Expence laid before the 
Houfe^ a Supply was granted never chele/8; 
not indeed without much Oppofition, and 
fome Claftiings even among the Miniftera 
themfelves: Many of whofe Partizans, 
now, for the firft Time, both fpoke, and 
voted againft the Court; which being im- 
puted to the Influence of the Lord Tawnf 
bendy he was rernov'd from the high Of- 
fice of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland^ April 9, 
the very Day the Report was made, and 

the 



Parliaments ^England, 209 

the next Morning Mcffieurs Walpole^ and 
Pulteney^&c. refign'd. 

The 12th, the Houfe being in a Com^ 
mitcec upon the Supply, General Stanhope^ 
now at the Head of the Treafury, in the 
room of Mr. fVatpoUy moved for 250,000 /. 
to enable his Majefty to concert Meafures 
againft Sweden: upon which Occafion Mr. 
Pulteney declared, That he could nor per- 
fuade himfelf, that any Englijhman advis'd 
his Majefty to fend any fuch Meflage ; but 
be doubted not but the Refolution of a 
Britijh Parliament would make a German 
Miniftry tremble. Hence the Houfe, it 
maybeprefum'djWas tounderftand, that the 
hxcRefignationy and the Oppojition it produc'd^ 
were owing to the Afcendancy of Hanover-- 
Councils in the Cabinet, which the Gentle- . 
men, abovenam'd, could not fubmitto coun-^ 
tenance : But Secret Hiftory afcribes them 
to another Caufe, viz. to the Ambition of 
ene Man to be Jble Minijler ; with what Pro- 
bability, may beft be gathered from the Be- 
haviour bf that one Man afterwards. 

It ought not to be forgot, that while 
we Wjcre thus embarrafs'd with Sweden^ ap- 
parently on the Account of Bremen and 
Verden only, we were on the Point of being 

likewife embroil'd with the *Czar^ bccaufe 

^ 

• Sec the Memorial of the RftJ/tan Miniftcr to K. Cmge I. 
HiJI, Reg, 1720, p. 45. 

P h» 



2 1 o ADeteSiion of the 

he refus'd to withdraw his Troops out of 
Mecklenburgh^ that Hanover might elbow 
hcrfelf into the fole Poffeflion of that 
Duchy likewife, which (he then held in 
Sequedration. 

But tho* both thefc Particulars were can- 
vafs'd in Parliament^ and very fufficenc 
-f Lights had been thrown on the Ends 



f Gyllenburg^ the Stoedifi Minifler, had been arrcfied 
Jan, 29, by the Kbg's Order ; and, in anfwer to the Vindi- 
cation Q^ that AdtioD, fent by Mr. Secretary Stanb^pg to the 
Foreign Miniflers^ a Paper was foon after publilh'd, in Frgaik 
and Engitjb^ addrefs'd to Mr. Pitucum, die Duke of H»ifiiim\ 
Mmifter ; in which are to be found the following remarinbie 
Particulars : 

" But to confider with you of thofe CircnmHances, which 
can be of fome Moment in the Accufation, whereof Proofs are 
not yet extant, you'll do well, 1 believe, Sir, to beexadlly in- 
iorm'd from what Time Count GyiUnburg did begin liis dan- 
gerous Praftices and thefe pernicious Intrigues j whether it was 
after that the elcftoral Court of Hanover had fo nnjiifflj de- 
clared War againll Stoeden, only to get into the PoUeffion of 
the Duchies of Bremen and Verden^ and to maintain an aar- 
lawful and unfeajonable Acquifition ? Or, if it was afler the 
Year 171;, when \}[i^ eight Men of Warjoin'd the Dtfa(^ 
Fleet, and lb render *d the fame fuperior to that oi SmediW^ 
w'hich prevented the latter from endeavouring to relieve SirMel" 
y.v/;i, which was the Caufe of the King of Swedeti*s lofing 
t at Place, and of his being in Danger of falling into the 
JIj/:ds ot his Enemies ^ Or, if it was fince \si& Summer* 
wl.cn the Czar, S:ac:iett*s mod formidable Enemy, had the 
Ccr/im^md of the Engli/b Fleet ; and Admiral Norris, toge- 
ther with the Englifif Minilter, pufh'd on, by all poffikli IPiff J 
and Mtjns, the Invafion which the Nartbern Allies defign d 
u^on S'xeden, to com pleat its utier Dellru6Uon 1 the fiime Ad- 
miral being at hand to countenance that Expedition^ had it 
been put in Execution r** 

for 
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for which this 250,000/, was demanded, 
and the Ufes to which it was apply'd, upon 
Mr. Walpole\ complimenting the Court 
with his Vote, it was carry 'd in the Com- 
mittee without a Divifion, ahd upon the 
Report, by a Majority of 2 1. 

Advantage having been taken by Mr. Ship^ 
pen^ of the Quelling of the Rebellion, and 
the Prevention of the Swedijh Invafion, to 
move for a Redudion of the Standing Ar^ 
my^ it was raoft loyally over-rul'd, by a Ma- 
jority of 105, The Government, however, 
about this Time, vouchfafed to disband 
loboo out of about 32000, 

An Article of about 2000 /. appearing to 

have been twice reckoned, in the Bill of 

Charges, occafion'd by the 6000 Dutch 

Troops, cmploy'd in reducing the Rebels, it 

was compiain'd of by Mr.Pulteney as a Fraud ; 

Mr. Robert Walpole Supported him, and gave 

vent to his Patriot Zeal with fuch an Over- 

vchcmence, that Blood gufh'd out at his 

Nofc, and he wasforc*d to quit the Houfe: 

The Debate, however, continued with great 

Heat till Eight in the Evening, when the 

Minifterial Party made a Shift to carry 

their Point, by obliging the Chairman to 

leave the Chair, by a Majority of Ten 

Voices : an Event that gave no little Satif- 

fadtion to thofe in Power ; Mr. Walpole 

P 2 ha- 
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having made himfelf almoft as formidable 
to the Court, by joining the T^ories^ as he 
had been to the JorieSy when in the Service 
of the Court. 

Bujc tho' this was the principal^ it was 
not the only Struggle, between thofc who 
Jiood^ and thofe who/^//; and, during the 
Progrefs of the famous Sinking Fund-BiU^ 
which was brought in this Seffion by Mr. 
Walpole^ the Houfe was diverted with a 
perional Squabble between that Gentleman 
and Mr. Stanhope \ in which they abus*d 
one another very heartily. 

No Advantages, however, were taken by 
the Houfe, of the Slips that were made in 
the Heat of Paffion on both fides : On the 
contrary, tho' it appeared plainly enough, 
irom the Controverfy, that 'Blace% were 
fold, and Rcverfions obtain'd by thofc in 
Power, in a manner which fcandaliz'd the 
whole Kingdom, Mr. Hungerford under- 
took to cover the Nakednefs they had ex- 
posed ; inftcad of making a proper Ufe of 
if, by proceeding to fuch Enquiries, Cen- 
fures and Punilhments, as might deter 
others from following their corrupt Ex- 
ample : No Body feconding the only Mo- 
tion (that the honourable Perfon might 
fpecify Names) which had a Tendency 



that Wav. 



Bu: 
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But Mr. Walpole was now with the 
Itories, and the Oppofition, as ufual, pafs'd 
for Righteoufnefs. 

His Brother, likewife, fince fo celebrated 
for his Negotiations, had the Honour to 
mo?e» That whatever Member Jhould accept of 
a Vi.ACZjJbould be rendered incapable of being 
re-eUBed^ aslikewife tofecond MT.Hunger-^ 
ford in a Motion, for Leave to bring in a 
Bill far taking and Jiating the Public Ac^ 
compts ; but the laft was over-rul'd, and the 
firft came to nothing— ^So unlucky was this 
Gentleman while a Patriot! 

The Earl of Oxford had been commit- 
ted to the Tower^ on his being impeached 
by the Commons, July 12, 17 15 ; and May 
27, 17 17, the Lords^ by Meffage to the Com^ 
nums^ fix'd the 13th of June for his Tryal: 
But, tho' almofl: two Years were elaps*d, 
they were not yet ready to profccute ; Mif- 
underftandings between the Two Houfes, 
arofe in relation toForms;theZealof thegreac 
Chairman of the Secret Committee^ Mr. WaU 
poUj was now burnt out ; and tho' an Attain-^ 
der was twice mov'd for,bySir William Strick^ 
land^ all ended in an Addrefs,That his * Lord- 



• It ought not to be forgot, that, among the Clemencies 
of this Reign, certain Drummers of the Guards were com- 
^ mitted to the Marjbalfea^ for beating a Point of War before 
kis Door, and congratulating him on his Deliverance. 

p 3 {hip 
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Ihip might be * excepted out of the AS of 
Grace ; a Benefit that he never fought af- 
ter, and which, it was now apparent, ho 
did not want. 

The Bufinefs of the next f ScA 
'7 '7- fion, after voting a Supply^ b^an with 
a Debate on the Standing Army: Upon 
which Occafion, let it be for ever rcmem- 
ber'd, that Mr. Robert fFalpqle^ now a Couh^ 
try Gentleman^ appeared at the Head of the 
Oppofition, and that Mr. Shippen^ for af- 
fening, with fome Qualifications, T'bat the 
fecond Paragraph of the Kif^'s Speech feemf 4 
rather calculated for the Meridian <f Ger- 
many, than of Great Britain; thif it 'O^M 
the, only Infelicity of his Majefifs Reign ; that 
he was unacquainted with our Language and 
Conjiitutiony and that our Government does 
not Jland on the fame Foundations with bii 
German Dominions^ was fent to the Toweii;j 
by Order of the Houfe ; on a Divifion of 
175 Voices againft 81. 

But this Severity again(l Mr. Shippen Av^ 
not terrify feveral other Members from dch 



* This Aft was cloggVl witH fo many more Exceptions (49 
in all) that a Member cry'd out, upon the Reading of them ia 
the Houfe, Who then can be }sv*df 

f About this Time a Quarrel broke out at Court bctwcca 
the King and the Prinpe of IVaUs^ which ofcafion*d much 
^alk^ and is perhaps not very well underflood at this Day. 



Parliaments of England. 215 

ing their Duty, and endeavouring to favc 
the expiring Liberties of their Country: 
among which Mr. Jeffreys deferves to be 
remember'd with Honour : His Speech, up- 
on this Occafion, being fo much a Matter- 
piece, both in Matter and Manner, that I 
aifure myfclf of the Thanks of my Readers 
for laying it before them, almoft entire. 

** I obferve in the Debate it has been 
taken for granted. That the Crown of Eng* 
land has a Right to a Number of regular 
Troops, under the Denomination of Guards. 
This is a Notion I can by no means give 
intd It was not fo a6 Antiquo. 

** The firft Guards we hear of, the Yeo- 
men of the Guard, which were condituted 
by Hemy VII. being of another Kind, were 
jn Charles IPs Timc^ That Prince, imme^ 
diately after his Reftoration, got together a 
foiall Number of Guards, which, at firft, 
feem*d to be meant only to add to the Equi- 
page and Splendor of the Court. But it 
ibon appeared, that he had other Views: 
The Guards, by adding Men to Troops and 
Companies, and Troops and Companies to 
Regiments, were intenfibly increased; fo 
that in the Year 1677, they were got up to 
6ve thoufand eight hundred ninety Men. 
Few SefHons pafs'd, but they wero taken 
P 4 Notice 
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Notice of in the Houfe of Coiximoos, and 
though Money was no? ask'd of the Parlia- 
ment for their Support, yet they occafioned. 
a general Uneafincfs. 

. , " About that Time there was a Profpcft 
of War with France y on which Pretence an 
Army was rais'd : But the War not proceed- 
ing, an A£t pais'd, which gave the King 
fix hundred and nineteen thoufand three 
hundred and eighty-eight Pounds for dis- 
banding the Army. When the Parliament 
met again, they were told from the Throne, 
^ That the Forces were ftill kept on Foot 

* for the Prefervation of our Neighbour^, 
« who otherwife had abfolutely defpair'dy 

* and for preferving what was left in FIm^ 

< ders \ and that the King was confident no 

< Body would repine at the Employing that 
^ Money, which was rais'd for the disbaiid- 

* ing of the Army, for the Continuance 
^ of it. 

" This did notfatisfy the Houfe, and they 
came to a Refolution, * That it was nece£* 

* fary, for the Safety of his Majefty's Per- 

* fon, and preferving the Peace of the Go- 

* vernment, That all Forces, rais*d fincc tho 

* twenty- ninth of September 1677, (hould 

* be disbanded/ Whereupon that Parlia- 
ment, which went under the Name of the 
Ter^fioner-Parliament^ was diflolv'd. 

« The 
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" The new Parliament which met on 
the firft of March following, had the fancwt 
Apprehenfions of regular Troops. Money 
was given to disband them, and the A£t di- 
rented, that it (hould be paid into the 
Chamber oiljondm\ and Commiflioners of 
their own were appointed to fee it apply'd 
CO that Ufe, Whatever Diffidence of the 
King this might imply, I do not find that 
any Member loft his Liberty for Freedom 
of Speech on that Occafion. The Opinion 
that Parliament had of a Standing Army, 
.appears in the Refolution they came to, 
^ That the Continuance of ftanding Forces 
^ in this Nation, other than the Militia, 
} was illegal, and a great Grievance and 
* Vexation to the People, 

" I (hall now take Leave to confider the 
Arguments advanc'd for continuing iixteea 
thooland three hundred forty-feven Men for 
the enfuing Yean 

It is faid, * That there is a difaffedled 
< Party in the Kingdom, which makes an 
^ Army ncceflary, 

•* If this Argument will prevail, 'tis 
ftrangc it has not prevailed for iix hundred 
Years paft, finceno Period within thatTime 
can be affign'd, wherein this Argument was 
jf^ot as (Irong as in the prefent. 

^^ During 
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" During the long Controvcrfy between 
the Houfes of Tork and Lancafter touching 
the Right of Succeffion, in which each Side 
had its Turn of being uppermoft, one would 
think it (hould have been natural for tho 
prevailing Party, in order to their Security^ 
CO have infifled on the Continuance of their 
regular Troops, at lead for a Time. Then© 
was a Pretender to the Crown, who had a 
ftrong Party in the Nation, and the Govern- 
ment was infecure till the Spirit of Rebel- 
\\oa was fupprefs*d. It might then, with aa 
Appearance of Reafon, have been infifted 
pn. That the Taxes on the Difaflfedted 
fhould be increased ; that thofe, who occa- 
iion'd theExpence, (houldbear the Burthen, 
till the Danger was oven 

" Why this Soft of Reafon ing did not 
then prevail is obvious. They faw it waa 
unfafe to truft any Prince, even one of their 
own fctting up, with fuch a Power, which, 
if ill apply'd, might enflave them. 

" Another Period of Time I (hall take 
Notice of, is that of Queen Elizabeths 
Reign. The DifafFedkion to her in the Be-, 
ginning of it was greatj occalion'd by the 
Reformation in Religion, and the Applica- 
tion of Ecclefiaftical Revenues to fccular 
Ufes. Many Plots there were againft her 
l^ife. Spain^ one of the greateft Powers in 

Euroft 
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Europe ac that Time, attempted an Invafion, 
and a more proper Junfture could not 
have happened, wherein to have aflc'd for 
;in Arpiy. But inftead of that, the greateft 
Part of the Forces then got together to 
oppofe the Invafion, confided of Militia ] 
gnd as foon as the Armado was fcatter'd, 
the Army was difbanded: That Queen 
being fenfible, that the true, the only Sup- 
port of the Crown, was the Good-will and 
Affedlions of the People. 
' " Another Argument brought for the 
Continuance of the Arpiy is, < That the 
fUenying it does infinuate a Diftrufl: o( 
f his Majcfty/ 

" How difingenuous and onparliamen- 
tary a Way of Arguing this is, let Gentlemen 
judge: For to draw that facred Name into 
a Debate, muft put every Body to Pain, 
who takes the other Side of the Quedion, 
in Regard it may be conflm'd, that the 
ftronger the Argument is, the greater is 
f he Diftruft. 

** But this Rei^fpning, in my Opinion, 
turns quite another Way, and inftead of 
implying a Diftruft, argues the greateft 
Regard to the Safety of his Majefty*s Per- 
fon and Government. Who can anfwer 
for the Caprice of an Army, whfcn once 
^ftabli(h'4? 

<* Althougl^ 



i 
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" Although no Man living has a greater 
Eftccm than mj^elf for thofe honourable 
Gentlemen, who have with fo much Bra- 
very ferv'd their Country in a military 
Way, nor (hall any Man go farther in- 
rewarding their Services ; yet the common 
Experience of Mankind demonftrates, 
That it is not reafonable to expedt aa 
Army (hould be always in the fame Hu- 
mour. Augujlm Ccefar liv'd in great Peace 
and iSecurity with the Praetorian Bands^ 
which had put an End to the Roman Li- 
berties; but the Cafe was different with 
his SuccefTors; for of twenty-fix Empe- 
rors, no lefs than fixteen were pull'd to 
pieces by their own Soldiers. Did not the 
Army here in England^ in the Times of 
Ufurpation, if I may be allow'd to name 
them, in a (hort Space change the Go- 
vernment into ten feveral Forms? What 
Treatment did the Parliament, who had 
raised and fupported them, meet with 
from them? They befet the Houfe, repuls'd 
many Members who would have come in, 
others they dragg'd out even by the Legs, 
and at length they were all turned our^ 
and the Doors (hut up. I fay this with 
the more Aflurance, having had the Ac- 
count from an honourable Perfon^ lately 
4ead^ who was an Eyc-witnefs of it. This 

Army, 
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Army, *tis true, which confided of about 
Seventeen Thoufand Men, afterwards 
brought in King Charles the Second. But 
..that Prince foon difbanded them, being 
well aware, that the fame Army which 
brought him in, fhould their Minds change, 
might again turn him out. 

" This Objc<aion, drawn from a Diftruft 
of his Majefty, deferves another Name. 
•Tis an honcft, 'tis a reafonable Jealoufy 
of the growing Power of the Crown, 
which thofe that went before us always 
avow'd. May it not with Parity of Rea- 
fon be faid. That becaufe I will not con- 
font, that the King (hall by his Procla- 
mation raife Money without Parliament, 
that this is a Diftruft of his Majefty ? 
Becaufe I will not confent to give up 
Magna Charta^ and accept of a new Pa- 
tent at Pleafure, may not this likewif? be 
caird a Diftruft of his Majefty? But 
fiippofe, from an Opinion of the Virtue of 
the Troops, from an Opinion, that Men 
in Power will not make an ill Ufe of it, 
that thofe who may be Mafters, will chufc 
to continue Servants, that Men under the 
fame Circumftances will not do the fame 
Things, and that we (hould confent for 
aurfeheSy to depofite our Liberties in their 
Hands for a while, will any one fay, 

that 
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that wc batve an Authority alfo'to confent 
on the Behalf of thofe wc reprefent ? A 
Sum of Money, a Jewel, or other va- 
luable Thing 1$ committed to my Carer 
I, without the Owner's Confent, leave it in 
the Poflefiion of another, although the Pcr- 
fon with whom I left it, does not adtually 
embezzle the Money, or detain the Jewel, 
yet do I break my Truft, by putting it into 
his Power fo to do. 

" It is felf-evident that, by keeping up 
fuch a Number of Forces, who may, when 
they are difpos^d, controul the Power of the 
Civil Magiftrate, the Strength and Security 
of our Conftitution is at an End ; and tbac 
we have np other Rule of Government left, 
than Will and Pieafure. The Notion I have 
of Slavery is the being fubjedted to the 
Will of ianother ; and, notwithflanding the 
Rod be not always on my Back, or the 
Dragoon in my Houfe, yet, if it is not in 
my Power to prevent its being fo, I am na 
longer free. After Augujim had eflablifh'd 
his eight thoufand regular Troops, the Ro* 
man Conftitution was as much at an End, 
as it was in Nero's Time, Although the 
Tyranny was not by Auguftus exercis'd with 
the like Severity it was by his Succeffors ; 
yet, from the Time his Power became ir- 
reiiftable, the Romans were Slaves. 

"An- 
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** Another Argument us*d for this Num- 
ber of Troops is, * That there are no 

• Thoughts of eftablifhing them j but only 

* continuing them for a Year. 

" If the Notion be true, which no Gen- 
tleman in the Debate has deny'd, That the 
Nuiiiber of difciplin'd Men now contended 
for, are fufficient to dictate to the greatefl: 
Number of undifciplin'd ; I defire to know 
who (hall dare to bid them go Home ? 'Tk 
(aid, indeed, th6 Parliament will not pro- 
vide for them : Why may not they then, as 
others in their Circumftances have done, 
provide for themfelves ? Is it reafonable to 
think, that Men will ftarve with Swords in 
their Hands ? 

" I am fenfible, that I have too much 
trefpafs'd on Gentlemen's Patience. I fhall 
iay no more ; but that Bodies Political as 
well as Natural, have their Periods : Go- 
vernments muft die as well as Men ; ours 
is grown old and crazy ; and tho* (he hath 
furviv'd her Neighbour, yet I fear hex Day 
approaches." Thus far Mr. J cf cries. 

But Words do not weigh fo heavy as 
Gold 5 nor could either Cicero oxDemofthenes 
carry any Point by the Dint of Rhetoric 
againft the fuperior Influence of Power 
and PrbfiL Thus, upon the liTue of this 

Debate, 
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Debate, we find the German Mode of go- 
verning by Standing Armies, adopted by a 
Britijl Houfe of Commons; and all which 
the People gain'd by the Eloquence of Mr. 
Walpole^ was a Saving of about 3 iqoo/. up- 
on the Eftimate ; by the Amputation of 
certain fuperfluous Expences in the Pay of 
General Officers, Gfc. which was carry 'd by 
14 Voices. 

But, iho' the Oppofition had received a 
great Addition of Strength, by the coming 
over of Mr. JValpole and Company, and there 
feem*d to be a Coalition between the 7b* 
ties and thefe difcontcnted Wbigs^ it ap- 
peared the Laft had their Referves, and play'd 
faft and loofe as their Managers gave the 
Word of Command. 

Thus we find upon the Land-Tax-Bill, 
when it became Matter of Debate, whe- 
ther it (hould be for 2 or 3 J. in the Pound, 
it was carry 'd for the laft by a Majority 
of 67. 

Again, when the * Mutiny Bill was un- 

• When tlie MutinyBill was brought into the Houfe of 
Lords, the Army met with as warm an Oppofition as it had 
before done in the Houfe of Commons ♦ the perfecutcd Earl of 
Oxford taking the Hint to fay, That as long as he had Breath, 
he would fpcak for the Liberties of his Country, {ffr. Not 
only the Duke of Argyle^ but the Lords Cbolmondiey^ Tonnf-^ 
bend and IJltty fpeakingy voting and protefling againll it, both 
when it was read and pafs'd ; and the Court carrying their 
Point, on t.ie highdl Divifion, but by 19 Voices. 

der 
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tier Confidcration of the Commons, the 
Claufe to puntfh.with Death, was carry 'd 
but by 8 Voices ; and yet when the Bill 
was read the Third Time, the faid Mr. 
Walpole and Company deferted, and the 
Court had a Majority of 81. 

Yet farther, when the Merchants ^ pe- 
tition 'd for a free Trade with Swederiy al- 
Icdging, that, whereas before the Prohi- 
bition they gain'd 30000/. they now loft 
about -f 90000 /. the Debate was adjourn'd 
till that Day Month, by 20 1 Voices againft 
211: 

And to crown all, his Majefty having ' 
fignify'd to the Houfe, by Mcflage, That 
it would give Weight to his Endeavours^ if 
a Naval Force be employ' d^ where it Jkall be 
nicejfary 5 and hinted, That if he Jhould be 
obligd to exceed the Number of Men granted 
for the Tear^ he did not doubt but the Houfe^ 
would^ at their next Meeting, provide for fucb 
Exceedingsi they blindly refolved upon an 
Addrefs of Thanks, for his Majejifs unwea- 



* This Step of the Merchants was owing to a Jate Pro- 
clamation, for allowing the Importation of Stoedijb Iron 
from any Ports but thofe of Sweden ; which was no more in 
ciic6\, than to appoint the Dutch to be our Fadors for that 
Commodity, at what Profit they plcasM. 

f A flight Specimen of the Advantages arifing to this Kii g- 
ioji from ths Affair of Bremen ard Verden. 

Q^ ried 
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ried Endeavours to promote the Welfare of 
bis Kingdoms^ &c. and Affurances that tins 
Houfe will make goodfucb Exceedings^ with- 
out a Divijion j tho' the Welfare of his King- 
doms was then no Part of the Queftion; and 
it was well known, we were entering into a 
War with % Spain^ to oblige the Emperor ; 
for II eleSloral ViQVfs only; the ill Confe- 
quences of which we feel and lament ac 
this Day. 

During the Rccefs, the Blow ha- 
ving been ftruck in the Mediterranean^ 
by Sir George Byng^ the King opened the next 
Seflion with a gracious Speech, in which he 
reprefents the Spaniards as the AggreiTors ; 
as having made it necefiary for our Naval 
Forces to check their Progrefs ; as rejecting 
all -f* Terms of Accommodation ; and> 
therefore, he hopes a Br/V^^ Parliament will 
enable him to refent fuch Treatment, &c. 



X Whofc Amboilkdor had, about this Time, expoftulated 
with our Court, concerning the great Preparations then mak- 
ing, to fend a Fleet to the Mediterranean. 

II That is to fay, to make good the Treaty between the 
Emperor and his Majefly of 1 7 1 6 ; in which they mutually en- 
gage to defend and preferve each other, in all the Dominions 
they Dhen pojfe/i^d^ or, by mutual Confeat, Ihould afterwtidt 
acquire. 

+ One of which, as it afterwards appear'd, was a Sort of 
Fromi;c of the Kellitution of G/^rtf/z^r. 

Ac- 
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Accordingly, the Court-Party mov'd for 
an Addrefs to fignify their entire Satis- 
fa^ion in thofe Meafures which bis Majejiy 
bad taken : But this was oppos'd by Many ; 
and by Mr. R. Walpole in particular, who 
faid» That the giving the Sandlion defir'd, 
could have no other View, than to skreen 
MiniJlerSy who were confcious of haying 
done fomething amifs, and who would make 
a War of their tmn the Parliament's War: 
Wherefore, faid he, we ought rather to 
expreft our entire DiJfatisJaSJion with a 
War, that was contrary to the Law of Na- 
tions, and a Breach of folemn Treaties, &c : 
But all was to no Purpofe : the Queftioa 
was put, and entire Satisfaction carry 'd it, 
by 216 Voices againft 155. 

A War with Spain was, fome*Time 
after, declared in Form ; which being com- 
municated to the Houfe, Thanks was again 
the Word ; and a Refolution pafs'd, to fup- 
port his Majefty in it; (on a Divifion of 
178 and 107) tho' it had been urg'd in 
the Gourfe of the Debate, That the Con- 
cerns of Britain^ viz. the Violations of 
the Treaty of Commerce, would have 
been overlooked, provided Spain would 

* December 17, 1718. 

0^2 have 
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have accepted the Terms provided for her 
by the || ^adruple Alliance i nay, that ic 
appeared the Kiog would have facrificM 
•f-fomcthing of his own {Gibraltar) to 
procure the general Tranquility: whence 
Mr. Sbippen took Occafion to infinuate 
upon the Whole, That the War was cat^ 
culatedfor another Meridian. 

The * Supply was the next Parliamen- 
tary Conlideration, which, under the Heads 
of Land Tax (Three Shillings in the 
Pound) and Malt Bills, was carry'd thro' 
both Houfes within the Compafs of one 
Month, and pafs'd in one Day. So ftrong 

was H r Influence, and fo cxccffivc, 

Britijh Complaifance ! 



If Between the Emperor, Great Britain, France, and af^ 
tci wards Holland: fign'd ^i^/y 22, 0.5. 

t See Mr. Secretary Craggs^s Anfwer to the Spanijb Em- 
baflador's (Marquefs de Monteleone\) Letter. Hift. Regifi. 
1718, Page 300. 

* The Eftimates for the Service of the Year amounred 
10 2,257,582 /. 9 /. \od. :J:, Befides 1 10,000 /. for the Half 
. Vdy of i^and and Marine Officers, 2500G /. for the Eztraor- 
dinaries of Cheljea College, and 25000 /. only for the Half 
Pay of the Sea Ojfficen. The Houlc likewife, being infbrmM 
by his MjjcUy, in a Speech from the Throne, that the King;,- 
doin was threatcn'd widi an Invafion from Spain in behalf 
of the Pretender, ^c, came into an unanimoas Vote to 
Yiipwrt \m Majcfty with the utmoft Vigour, and to dcfiro 
his Majclly to augment his Forces by Sea and Lani, in 
v/iiat Manner he fhould ihiiik fit. 

I fhali 
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I (hail but juft mention the Repeal of 
the moft rigorous Claufes of the Occafional 
Conformity and Schijm Bills^ which took 
place this Seffion; for, tho' it was patro- 
nized at Court, t!iwarted by the Oppofi- 
tion, and cavUl'd at by the Church, it 
had its Foundation in Equity^ removed an 
Oppreilion, and, therefore, became pro- 
perly the Duty of Parliament, 
/ They like wife ordered an Addrefs for 
an Account of Penfions beilow'd on 
MembeiB, and beneficial Grants directed 
to the Lords of the Treafury: But tho' 
the faid Addrefs was comply 'd with, we 
do not find that any Lights were obtained 
by it, or at lead that any Advantages arofe 
firom it. 

The Parliament being prorogued jipril 
28, notwithftanding the Fears which had 
been propagated of an * Invajion from 
Spain^ his Majefty made a Vifit to his 
German Dominions, and the Summer 
was rendered remarkable by the Expedi- 
tion to VigOy under the Lord Vifcount 
Cobbam^ the taking of St. Sebaftian\ by 



^ Which ended in a ridiculous Attempt upon ScothnJ^ 
with about 300 Spaniards t who being join'd by looo Higb- 
lander s^ were defeated by General Wigkiman^ June lo. 

0^3 the 
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the Duke of Berwick, iand the Dcftroy ing 
three large Men of War upon the Stocks, 
at St. Antonio, &c. by the EffgUjh and 
French in Conjundion. 

Upon the opening of the next Sef- 
^7'9- fion, November 23, the Speech was 
fwallow'd in the Lump, as if become a 
Matter of Form only; and the Addrcfs, as 
ufual, contained a Sort of Engagement to 
comply with all the King could afk : and, 
accordingly they voted 13500 Seamen, and 
14469 for the Land Service, laid Three 
Shillings in the Pound upon Land^ and 
provided all the other Ways and Means, 
neceflary for that Year's Complement to 
the Views of the Crown. 

But how pliant foever they appeared, 
in thofe Points which fell heavieft on 
their Conftituents, they prov'd immove'* 
able in the only Point which more im- 
mediately afftdlcd themfelves : I mean the 
* Peerage-Bill \ which they threw out 

by 



* ft had been introduced into the Houfc of Peers, by the 
Duke of Somerfety the Seffion before ; and provided amois 
other things, That, in Lieu of the Sixteen derive Pcen of 
Si'^tlandj Twenty-five Peer?, to be dcclar'd by the Kmg, before 
the next SefTion of Parliament, ihould have hereditary Scats 
in Parliament ; and, in cafe of Failure of any of thcfc, the 
D^{^ was to be fupply'd out of the Scotifi? Nobijity. 

Tha^ 
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by above 90 Voices, tho' indiredly recom- 
mended to them from the Throne, as a 
proper Method to tranjmit to Fojlerity the 
Freedom of our happy Conjiitution^ and par* 
iicularly to fecure that Part of it which is 
moft liable to Abuse. 

I (hall make but one Remark on this 
myfterious Bill, viz. That, if it had pafs'd 
into a Law, and flood till this Day unre- 
peal'd, k is probable, a certain Place had 
not bttn convened from the ultimate Refort 
of Juftice, into a Sanduary for C— Is. 

The Hiftory of the Funds, I have 
touched upon but very flightly, as requiring 
more Time and Room than I have, ac 
{X'efent, to fpare. But I (hould be inex* 
cuiable, if I did not obferve. That, during 
this Seflion, the Bank and South-Sea Com« 

: 3 

That the Namber of EngJiJh Peers ihould not be eD- 
lirgMy without precedent Right, beyond Six, above what they 
wrtxe at prefent 5 but as anv of the faid prefent Peers, or 
fuch Six new Peers ihall fail, their Number may be fup- 
plv'd by new Creations of Commons, natural bom Subjedls 
oi the Kingdom. 

That no Creation, for the Future, be made by Writ, nor 
any Patent extended beyond the Grantee and the Heir 
Klale of his Body. 

That thefe Rcftraints" (hall not extend to Princes of the 
Blood. 

And that every Creation, contrary to thefe Refolutions, 
Ihould be null and void. 

0^4 panics. 
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panics, (one under the Protcdtion of Mr.* 
Aijlabie^ then Chancellor of the 'Exchequer^ 
and the other under Mr. Robert WalpoU%^ 
bid againft each other for the Jobb of cn-» 
larging their Capital, by taking in by 8ub- 
fcrjption, certain Annuities and other re- 
deemable Debts, and that the South Sea 
can v'd it : Since, by the Credit of their 
1 riuinph, the Managers of the Laft were 
enabled to bring into play that pernicious 
* Scheme, which then began to infatuate 
the whole Kingdom, and foon after reduc*4 
it almoi!: to the Brink of Ruin. 

But tho' Mr. Walpole was diftanc'd in this 
Affair, he did not lofe the next Opportu* 
nity which offer'd, to pay his Court to the 
KifiLT, by feconding Mr. Jffi Pelham^s Mo- 
rioi., ror :in Addrefs of Thanks to the King, 
for j :iv;i:.g, by Meflage, dejired the Advice 
u7id Alj]ji(iiice of the Hmije^ in relation to bis 
gra:it!:ig *f Patents for ereSiin^ Corporations 

to 



.:' ulle, That when the Soutb-Sea Bill was firft 
II- re of Lords, Earl Cowper comparM it to 
-\. , t c.'\' riv^d by treachery 9 ujber*d in by Fraud, 
^"'•p, i.i' big with DeflruBion. 
ij D!:;u-:< between the Craftfman and GaziU 
-;: 'he nnik Contrary an Account of this per- 
: ^ - <}\ >i bythefirft, in the following Words : 
•' v' i iirft iht Reconciliation-Bargain^ but \s 
at pi cicnt, by ihe Name of the Twi Infurance 

Com- 
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to infure Ships and Merchandizes : on the 
bther Hand, no Trace is to be found of his 
fupporting a Motion of Sir IVilliam IVynd- 
bam*Sy for an Account of the Debts and Ar- 
rears of the Civil Li/t^ which pafs'd in the 
Negative 5 and, iho' an Addrefs was voted, 
for an Account of the 250,000 /. granted 
in the Third Year of his Majefty's Reign, 
to enable his Majefty to concert Meafures 
againfl: Sweden^ as likewife another con* 
cerning the Fenjions and Grants^ addrefs'd 
for once before, Thofe in Power took 
Care to have the Seffion closed, without 
giving the Nation any Light into thofe dark 
Affairs ; notwithftanding the King flood 
engaged by his Anfwer to thofe AddrefTes, 
to give the Houfe the Information they had, 
with fo much Reafon, defir'd. 

June 1 1, his Majefly prorogued the Par- 
liament, and the 15th, embark'd at Green^ 
fwicb for Hanover, many of his Train ha- 
ving firft very difcretely difpos'd of their 
Soulb Sea Stock i tho' the King, in his Speech, 



Companies ; which gave Money to the Civil Lift for the Pri- 
vilege of becoming Two Bubbles, under the Sandlion of an 
Aft of Parliament ; at a Time too when the Treafury was 
provided with Ways and Means for the Supply of it other- 
wife ; and when the South Se/t Direftors, who were afraid of 
this unneceffary Fewel, offer'd to advance the Money for the 
Civil Lift, upon fure and eafy Terms, rather than let thofe 
Bubbles take place." 

at 
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at the Clofe of the SefCon, had taken veiy 
advantagious Notice of the Foundation latd 
this Seffion for the Di/cbarge, of the Pubtic 
Debts-, meaning the Ad for enlarging the 
Capital of that Company before fpoken o£ 

And now it was, that the great Patriot 
Mr. Walpole^ condefcended once more to 
accept the Favour of the Court (or rather 
the ^ Reward of his late fpecial Sc^ice) ia 
the Shape of Paymafter-General ; the firft 
Place in the Treafury, which he had en* 
joy'd before, having been beftow'd upoa 
the Earl of Sunderlmd. 

In Jufyy the Congreis of Cambnrf was 
open'd, and the 19th of that Month South 
Sea Stocky from 1000 il per Cent, fell to 
400 /• This drew on the famous Ba?ik Con^ 
traSl of September 23, by which the Bank 
oblig'd themfelves to circulate the Souths 
Sea Bonds, and the Soutb-Sea Company was 
to pay them 3,775,000/. for the Job: 
But many Bankers and Goldfmiths failing 
i^bout this Time, as likewife the Sword* 
Blade Company, this Expediencj^/V^/ like- 
wife: South' Sea^tocki^W^ in a Week's Time, 



* We have Ijeen (ince told, by an Occajional Craftfman^ 
That rho' this eminent Gentleman was not at the Head of 
the Treafury till the April following, he had bargained for it 
already, and gave himielf the Airs, and exercised the Power 
of a Pri.Tic Miniikr accordingly. 

to 
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tcf* 150; and the Lords of thcTrcafury 
tvcre forced to come to the Bank and ful> 
fcribe looooo /. in his Majefty's Name to 
keep xxp the Credit of the Bank itfelf. 

While the Nation was in this dreadful Si- 
tuation, a Proclamation was iflued for proro- 
guing theParliament to the 25th o\November^ 
at the fame time declaring, Theyjhould then /it 
fir tbe Dijpafcb ofBufinefs^y notwithftaixiing 
which, it was again prorogued to the 8 th ot 
December •^ when the King open'd the 
Scffion with a Gofpel-Speech, fignify- '^'"^ 
jng Peace on Earthy and Goodwill towards 
Men ! recommending Prudence, Temper, 
Refolution, the finding out fpeedy and cflfe- 
(ftual Methods to reftore public Credit, and 
proper Remedies for our Misfortunes, de* 
manding Supplies, felting forth the good 
Condition of our Trade, and dedaring we 
had the mod flourifliing Navy of any Na- 
tion whatever, to prote<ft it: But not oneWord 
of Enquiries, Ccnfures, Punifhments, (Sc. 
And, by way of Echo to the Britijh Throne 
of Mercy^ Mr. William Pulteney mov'd for 
jin Addrcfs of Thanks; which Mv.Shippen 
would have hadclogg'd withaClaufe, figni- 
fy ing aConccrn for ihtHomur of Parliaments, 



f Which was the Price it bore, Fei. 2, when the Houfc 
^epted the Propolals of the Soutb-Sea Company. 

the 
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the Inter eft of the Natimy and the Principle$ 
of Jiifticey but was defeated by a Majority 
of 261 Voices againft 103. 

As to the Supply, as before obfenred, it 
was become a Thing of Courfe, and fo was 
carry'd Nem, Cm. Ten Thoufand Seamea 
were alfo found neceflary for the Service of 
the Year; as was like wife a Land Army of 
14294 Men : Mr. Robert Walpole taking 
upon him to convince the Houfe, that 3 or 
4000 Men were not worth difbanding. 

With refpefl: to the South Sea Confpi- 
racy, an Order was made, thd' not without 
Oppofition, for the Diredors to lay before 
cheHoufe an Account of their Proceedings; 
and fome Papers were delivered in accord- 
ingly : But before they were taken into 
Examination, the great Patriot^ laft men- 
tion'd, gave Notice to the Committee, that 
he had an Expedient to introduce for the 
rcftoring public Credit ; as the main Foun- 
dation of which, he required, That all Con^ 
tra£ls made with the South Sea Company^ 
J}:ould remain in their prefent State ; which, 
tho' an apparent Ratification of rmnyfrau^ 
dulent Pradlices committed by the Dire- 
<Sors, was comply'd with by a vaft * Majo- 
rity. 

* In the Committee 259 againlt 119 ; in the Houfe z}2 
againfl 88. 

The 
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The Way being thus cleared/ the mighty 
Secret was difclos'd s which was, to ingrafc 
nine Millions of South Sea Stock into the 
Bankj and as many into the Eaji-India 
Company ; and this, we are told, for want 
tof a. better J Scheme, was, at that Time, 
accepted of. 

But in the Middle of thefe Tranfadlions, 
the Malt and Land-I'ax * Bills having been 
already agreed to, the Mutiny-Bill was 
introduced ; which being complained of by 
Sir y^f^^ y^h'^^j ^s fomething unufual fo 
early -f* in the Seffion, and what feem'd to 
indicate, That fuch a Hurry was intended to 
Jlop the Profecution of the Authors of the 
prefent Misfortunes. Mr. Secretary Craggs 
was pleas'd to wonder, l^hat any Opposi- 
tion fhould be made to Jo necessary a Bill^ 
efpecially by a Perfon who bad received fuch 
fgnal Favours from the Crown. 

A Reproach, which fo manifeftly ar- 
raigned the Integrity, and encroached on the 
Freedom of Parliaments, one would have 
thought, muft have drawn down the Re- 
fentment of the whole Houfe ; but thoe the 



X Mr, Hut chef on, upon the Report, infmuated, that if the 
Queftion might be re-committed, he had Ibmething more ei- 
fe6lual to propofe : But he talk'd to the Deaf. 

* For Three Shillings in the Pound. f Jnfiuary 4. • 

Lord 
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Lord Mokfwortb endeavoured^ by a warm 
Speech, to make them fenfible of the In- 
fult, no Notice was taken, and Sir jfofepb ' 
Jekyll very prudently withdrew his Oppo- 
fition to the Bill. 

Soon after, Mr. Robert WaIpole*% ingraft- 
ing Projcdt came again under Confidera- 
tion ; and, in the Courfe of a Five Hours De- 
bate, was reprefented, as like to prove a dan<* 
gerous Palliative, rather than an efiedual 
Remedy to the prefent Diftemper, and, be- 
ing founded on a notorious Piece of Inju- 
f^iQ^^viz. the obliging the Subfcribers of 
Annuities and Money, to take Scutb-Sea, 
Stock at above double its Value, would ra- 
ther farther hurt, than reftore Public Cre- 
dit. But Mr. Robert Walpole anfwer'd all 
Objedions, and fo manag'd it, that the 
Queftion was carry'd for the Ingraftmenr^ 
by a Majority of 133 : A Bill was accord- 
ingly order'd in, which gave Occafion to 
farther Debates, while pafling through the 
ufual Forms of the Houfe ; but, being vigo- 
roufly fupported by the Courtiers and their 
new Leader Mr. Walpole^ it made its Way 
thro' all Oppofition, and in the End pafs'd 
into a Law; to what Purpofe will be ittti 
by and by. 

With Regard to the Steps afFefted to be 
taken, ^towards the unravelling the great 

Myftery 
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Myftery of Iniquity, and to do the Nation 
Juftice upon its Betrayers, the Commons 
prepared an fi&for reftrainii^ the Sub-Go-^ 
vemor^ Deputy-Gwemor^ DireSiors^ Cajhier^ 
Deputy 'Cajbier^ and Accomptant of the South 
Sea Company^ from going out of the King- 
dom for the Space of one Year, (Sc. and 
far difayoering their EJiates and EffeSls^ and 
for preventing Alienations ; and the Lords 
another. To difabk theprefent Sub-Governor^ 
Deputy^ and DireSiors of the South-Sea Com-- 
pony from holdings for the future^ any Office^ 
Place^ or Employment in the fatd Company^ 
or the Bank, or the Eaft-India Company^ and 
from Voting upon EleSlions in thefaid Com-- 
pany\ both which received the Royal Af- 
fent January 25. 

The Commons, likewife, appointed a Se« 
left Committee of Thirteen, to enquire into 
all the Proceedings relating to the Execution 
of the South Sea Aft : This was done Jan. 1 1. 
Butjtho' they proceeded upon their Office im- 
mediately, and Mr. Robert Knight^ the South 
Sea Ca(hier, had been, in part, examin'd, 
both before them and the Houfe of Lords, 
he was fufFer'd to make his * Efcape the 

22di 



* He was afterwards fccurM at Amwerf^ at the Inflance 
^ the Britijb Sccreury at BruJJkls : But Ways and Means 

were 
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9 2vA in Confequence of which, It watf 
i>ri:M, 1 hat Lights were wanting, and 
Evidence fail'd, to trace the Confpiracy to 
the Fountain Head^ and fix the Guile of 
it, where it principally belonged. 

According to the Report of the Secret 
Committee, (which it was not thought fit 
to make public) and the Examinations taken 
in the Houfe ot Lords, it appeared that 
large Sums in South- Sea Stock had been 
given for procuring the pafling the South 
Sea A&^ (fee laft Seflion,) to leveral*Per- 
fons both in the Adminiflration and Houfe 
of Commons (of whom Lifts were handed 
about at that Time,) and this the Lords 
voted to be a notorious and dangerous Cor- 
ruption : The Commons, likewife, came to 
feveral Refolutions on the Report of their 
Secret Committee, fpecifying the feveral 
Frauds and Breaches of Truft which the 



were found to trump up an obfoletc Privilege of the States 
of Brabanty to countenance the Emperor, for refufing to de- 
liver him up (as he v^^as requeftw to do by his Majcfty» 
at the Indance of both Houfes) till he made his Efcapca 
Second Time, together with the Serjeant who had him in 
Charge. He hath of late received and pleaded his Pardon. 

* No lefs than Forty perfons, as well Lords as Com- 
mons, were nam'd : and about 300,000 /. had been given 
away in Brokers Names, who purg'd ihemfdves from liaving 
any Connern therein, upon Oath. 

Souif) 
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^mtb'Sea\y\xt&ox% had been guilty of: and 
among the Reft, That the taking in, or 
holding of Stock by the South-i^eaQom^^xiy:^ 
for the Benefit of any Member of either 
Houfe of Parliament, or Pcrfon concern'd in 
the Adminiftration, ^c. without any valua- 
ble Confideration pay'd, or fufficient Security 
given, Gfr. and the Company's paying or al- 
lowing fuch Perfons the Difference arifing 
by the adi^anc'd Price of Stocks, were cor- 
rupt, infamous, and dangerous Praftices, 
highly refleding on the Honour and Juftice 
of Parliaments, and deftrudive of the Inte- 
tcfts of his Majefty's Government. 

But, notwithftanding thefe Refolutions^ 
l^rhcn that Part of the 'Report came under 
Deliberation, which charg'd Mr. Knight 
*vith taking iii 50,000 /; Capital Stock 
for the Ufe, and on the Account of thcf 
Earl o^ Sunderland (who^ as yet, was at the 
Head of the Treafury) upon putting the 
Queftion, it pafs'd in the Negative, by a 
Majority of ^33 Voices againft 172. 

To fum tip this whole Affair in a fevif 
Words (which would require a Volume to 
deted: and expofe as it deferves,) Tho' 
the Mifchiefs done by this infamous Con- 
fpiracy was vifible to the whole World, 
and no Skreen whatever was broad enough 
to cover the Guilty from the Knowledge 
K and 
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and Refentments of the Public, the pub- 
lic Vengeance fell only upon Mr. Aijlahie^ 
(who was made the Scape-Goat of the Mi- 
niftry,) the Diredlors, and the Eftate of 
Mr. Craggs Senior, then in his * Grave, in 
the Shape of Expuldons, Fines, and Di(^ 
qualifications. 

As the Majority without Doors had 
tailed of the Calamity, there is but too 
much Reafon to fear the Majority withiil 
cither partook of the Guilt, or were pre- 
vail'd upon to join in compounding the 
Felony : Not only Court-Lords, but Court- 
Ladies, had put in for a Share of the 
Spoil; nor could hardly any Sufpicion 
arife, but had fome plaufible Circumftances 
to warrant it. 

The State- Undertakers of thofe Times, 
therefore, ftudy'd only to fkin over the 
Wound, not to lay it open j to quiet the 
Clamours of the Sufferers, not to do them 
Juftice; and rather to fcrve themfelves 
than the Public: Thus we are not to 
think Mr. Aijlabie more guilty than Lord 



* As was likewife his Son, the Secretary of State, who 
dy'd juft a Month before his Father ; Earl Stanhope aUb, 
the other Secretary, dy'd Eleven Days before his Coll^ae ; 
which two Vacancies were foon fupply'd by the Lords 
^ownjbend dXid Car ant. 
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Sunderland^ becaufe one efcap'd and the 
other was puni(b'd : His Lordfhip, it may 
fee prefumy, bought his Peace at the Price 
of his Office, and as Mr. Aijlabie^ perhaps, 
was not altogether fo forward to compound, 
it was neceflary he {hould be removed: Both 
Places were now to be enjoy'd by the lame 
Perfon: and it mud be acknowledg'd a 
notable Strain of Policy, by one and the 
fame Meafure, to puni(h a Delinquent and 
remove a Rival. 

By the South- Sea AB^ the Lords of the 
Trcafury were empowered to fep that the 
Directors did not abufe their Truft: But 
thefe Powers of theirs they made over to 
the Directors themfelves ; and the Houfe of 
Lords juftify'd them for fo doing ; on a 
Divifion of 63 Voices againft 28. 

Of this Circumftance, however, it doth 
not appear that the Commons avail'd 
themfelves,^. in their Share of the Profe- 
cution; which gave Mr. Aijlabie great 
Advantage in his Defence before the Lords: 
For, as he (hrewdly infinuated, if he was 
guilty, the other Lords of the Treafury 
could not be innocent: And yet we have 
fcen that the Firft Lord in the Com- 
miffion, had the good Luck to meet with 
a Parliamentary Abfolution% 

R z The 
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The great Mr. Walpole's Ingrafting 
Scheme loon appearing to be, as at firft 
reprefented, a Quack-Medicine, which 
only patch'd up the Conftitution, without 
repairing it, the Houfe entered into farther 
Deliberations for the Reftoring of Public 
Credit ; and in Order thereto, refum'd the 
, Advantages they had before given the 
Soutb-Sea Company^ by dividing theCapi-- 
tal Stock belonging to the Company, in 
their own Right, and difcharging all the 
Loans upon pledg'd Stock at lo per Cent. 
which amounted to an immenfe Sum: 
and by Way of Equivalent to the Com- 
pany, remitted * Five of the Seven Millions 
due from them to the Public, as the 
Confideration of the Bargain, their Mana- 
gers had fo infamoufly abus'd. 

Bur, tho*, in every Step of this iniqui- 
tous Affair, the clofe and intimate Con- 
nedion between the Court and the Com- 
pany appeared in fuch a glaring Light, 
when a Motion was made for incapaci- 
tating Diredcrs of the Three Great Trading 
Companies from being elecSed Members, 
it was opposed by Mr. IValpol^^ and confe- 
qucnily thrown out by 253 againft 166. 



* The other Tzi'o were remitted afterwards. 

Certain 
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Certain other "Job^ remain to be men- 
fion'd before we come to the clofe of 
the Seflion, mz. 

The Plague raging violently in the South 
.of France^ and fuitable Apprehenfions be- 
ing entertained here, a Quarantine- Bill 
was brought in and pafs'd ; which em- 
powered the Government to remove any 
infeded Perfon to a Peft-houfe, or any 
well Perfon out of an infedled Family ; as 
likewife to draw Lines, or Trenches round 
any Place infefted : with Penalties un- 
known to, and utterly irreconcileable with, 
a free Conftitution. 

Jtmti()^ His Majefty by Meflage, re- 
quired of the Houfe to be * enabl'd to 
make good a Subfidy-Treaty, he had en- 
ter d into with Sweden: Upon which Oc- 
cafion my Lord Mole/worth fignify'd, That 
we were become the Allies of the whole 
World, and the Bubbles of all our Allies^ 
That our Treaties with Sweden qontradi- 
fted each other. That the Engagements 
in our laft, interfered with our Obligations 
to Denmark^ and were diredtly oppofite to 
the Meafiires formerly concerted with Rul^ 
fta. That if the Cznr was to parr with 



With a Sum of 72,000 /. 

R 3 his 
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his Share of the Spoils of Sweden^ Hanwer 
ought to do the fame. That if the 
Swedes were become mifcrable, they deferv'd 
it, by their tame Submiffion to a defpotic 
Prince, and by cxhaulHng their whole 
Subftance in Support of his unjuft and 
and ambit ioOs Defigns, adding, T!hat any 
Nation who followed their Example defend d 
their Fate. He then imputed the late 
Rupture with the Czar^ to the Affair of 
Mecklenburgh. Urg'd that England ought 
not to intermeddle with the Affairs of the 
Empire. That Naval Stores was all we 
wanted for the Baltick. That Hemp, indeed^ 
was a very neceffary Commodity^ efoecially 
at this JunSiure. But that, with due En- 
couragement, we might be fupply'd with 
it from our own Colonies.— ^ His Lordfliip 
had his Speech, and the Court the Mo- 
ney, by a Majoirity of 6 1. 

And July 11, his Majefty by another 
Meffage, gave the Houfe to underftand 
that he wanted no lefs than 550,000 L 
to difencumber his Civil Lift; which, large 
as it was, would not ferve to keep his 
Majefty out of Debt. He neverthelefs 
promts d to retrench^ &c. and condefcended 
even to propofe how the Sum, in Requeft, 
might be rais'd Viz. by a Deduction to 

be 
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be made out of the Salaries and Wages, Pcn- 
fions, and other Payments of the Crown. 

Mr. Sbippen was the only Man who 
had the Honour to treat this MefTage 
as It deferv'd; among other things obferv- 
ing. That if not only the Sum, but the 
Manner of railing it, was to be pointed 
out to them, it was making the Houfe a 
perfeA Parliament of PariSy and that if 
Things came to this Pafs, it would be 
eafy for any King, whenever he thought 
fity to make himfelf arbitrary. 

Nobody feconding this Speech, the Af- 
feir was referred to the general Committee ; 
in which an Endeavour was us'd, to make 
the Civil Lift contribute to the Difcharge 
of the National Debt as well as the 
King's, by moving firft for i s. 6d. in the 
Pound on all Salaries, Gfc. but that being 
bver-rurd it was carry'd for a Shilling, 
Half of which was to anfwer the King's 
Demand, and Half to go to the public 
Service: But, tho* the Numbers were now 
153 fo 63, when the Refolution came to 
be reported, the Houfe difagreed to the 
Conimittee, and the Court carry 'd it for 
Six-pence only by 132 againft 83: By 
which Means the King's Debts were 
taken Care of, and thofe of the Nation 
dropt: And upon this Occafion, we have 
R 4 the 
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the firft public Hint of a Mifundcrftan^-r 
ing between th^t Par Nobile Fratrum^ 
Meffieurs Walpqle and Pulteney ; the Laft 
reproaching the Firft, with altering hi? 
Mind, as he was in or ^ut of Place ; aD4 
Jiinting, that as he might be out again 
in a Twelvemonths Time, fo he mighc 
then be of another Opinion. To which 
Mr.^tf-^(?/^reply'd j It was poflible he mighc 
be out again: But whenever that happened, 
he fhould be glad to * refign to a Perfoa 
of fo much Merit as Mr. Pulteney. 

Upon April 29, at the Motion of Mr. 
Shipperiy an Order had been made for tho 
Secret Conamitcee to enquire what Officers 
of the Revenue h^d employed the public 
Money in their Charge^, to the Purchafc 
of Stock, Subfcriptions, &c. who, yune 5, 
among feveral other fcandalous Particulars, 
charg'd Mr. IJampden^ then Treafurer of 
the Navy, and others, with Prafticcs of 
this diftioneft Nature: But Methods were 
found out to divert the Houfe from com- 
ing to any Refolutions thereon, ^ill the 
Seffion was brought to a Period. 



* This very Event hath fmce partly uken Place : But whq- 
^hcr by Choice or Compulfion, fcems to remain Itill a QuelHon. 

Henc9 
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Hence it appears. That it was fafer to 
join in the Corruptions of the Times, than 
jto detedt and expofe them : Thus Mijl the 
Printer, having fet forth a Journal, which 
gave great (Mfence to thofe who were 
gaird in it, the Commons order'd the faid 
Mift + ^o be committed to Newgate ; re- 
folv'd upon an Addrefs to the Throne, exr 
prefling their Abhorrence of the faid Libel, 
&C.&C. and appointed a Committee, not 
only to enquire into the Authors, &c. of 
that Libel, but of all other Papers diftin-r 
guifti'd by them, with the fame Appella- 
tion ; who, in their Report, were pleas'd to 
involve all the obnoxious J Jourrialijis of 
the Times, fFbig as well as Jacobite, in the 
Perfecution commenc'd againft Mi/i ; and, 
if they had not wifely kept out of the Way, 
'tis odds but they had (har'd in his Punifh- 
ment. 

For the fame Reafon, therefore, that fo 
jnuch Clemency was vifibly (hewn to the 
Public Robbers^ and fo much Rigour to the 
Public Advocat(..s^ it muft be concludcii, 
that the Adl for 2i gracious, general, am^ vxe 



f A Proclamation was iflued, offering a R.:Aiii J ..-: 2cd /. 
for the apprehending of Two of his Servants. 

X Chnrles Molloy^ Efq; Samuel Fojier, hfcj; and Mr 77'-;- 
ipai Gordon, 
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Pardon^ with which the Scffion concluded, 
was obtained by the Intereft of the firft, 
and not with the leaft Vjew of (hewing 
Mercy to the laft. 

As both Houfes were prorogued without 
the ufual Speech, and but for three Day^ 
it muft be prefum'd, that the Neceflity of 
their being call'd together again was very 
clearly forcfeen ; tho* his Majefty, in his 
Speech, upon that Occafion, July 3 1, is 
pleas'd to call his Summons both fudden 
and extraordinary. 

However this be, the fole Bufinefs that 
was done, was to prepare a Parliamentary 
Drench to filence, if not fatisfy, the Pro^ 
prietors of the Redeemable Funds ; the Dofe 
was form'd of a Dozen Ingredients, and 
was caird, A Bill for making feveral Provi^ 
Jiom to refiore Public Credit^ 6cc ; But this not 
giving Satisfadion to the Patients it was dc- 
fign'd for, they prefented a Petition, pray- 
ing to be heard by their Council againft ir, 
which was order'd to He upon the Table : 
They, moreover, accompany'd this Petition 
of theirs in a Body, and waited the Event 
in the Lobby of the Houfe ; which gave 
the Hint to feme of the leading Members 
to move, that Certain of the IVeJlminJier 
Juftices might be order'd to attend ; which 
they did accordingly ; and were diredted by 

the 
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the Speaker to clear the PafTages to the 
Houfe of the riotous People which infeftcd 
them. 

This, with a Guard of Conftables, they 
undertook, but could not accompHfl), till 
they had caus'd the Proclamation againft 
Rioters * to be read. 

By the loth oi Auguft, this Qualifier ha- 
ving pafs'd thro' all the Forms, the King 
came to the Houfe, and with Thanks, 6rr, 
as ufual, put an End to this occafwnal Sef- 
iiQn. 

We are now come to the laft Scf- 
fior\ of this afluming Parliament, 
which having been returned forTHREE Years, 
continued themfelves, by their own Autho- 
rity, for Seven ; and, tho' compos'd of 
ff^higs, within that Time, went farther in 
the empoveri(hing and enflaving their Fel- 
low-fubjedls, than all their Predeceflbrs 
together from the Reftoration. 

The King's opening Speech was admi- 
rably well adapted to difarm DifafFc<fiion, 
find befpcak the Public Favour, at the next 



• Upon which Occafion, fome of the PctiiiDncrs took the 
Jiibcrty to fay, That tbey came as fcaccabh SuLjefls and Ci- 
fizens^ to up'-ejent their Grievances ; and did not expert to he 
Uid iike a MoK and Scoundrels : To which others addeiJ, (to 
the Members going out) Vju firfl pick our Pocket s^ and then 
Jfnd ui to Qoalfor comf 'rAning. 

gene- 
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general Eleftion.-— All was Grace and 
Gaodnefs, Paternal Concern and Public 

Spirit. It publifh'd the glad Tidings of 

9 general Pacification, recommended the 
cfxtending Commerce, exprefs'd a Scnfe of 
the Public Grievances, and a Defire of ha- 
ving them diminiflied. — Manna! tloney ! 
and the Honey Comb ! 

That an Addrefs of Thanks for fo palat- 
able a Speech, was eafily carry'd, will fcarce 
be wonder'd at, in an Age fo complaifant 
as ours; nor that a Supply (hould be grant- 
ed as foon as ask'd; Supplies being now the 
chief, if not the only. End of Parliaments. 

But that, when it had been declared fronn 
the Throne, we were at Peace with all the 
World, the Neceflity of a "f- Standing Army 
fiiould not only be infifted upon, but al- 
low'd, might very well aftonifti thofe who 
remember'd, that King James'^ Standing 
Army, in Time of Peace, was one of the 
Pleas for the Revolution 5 and who were 
fi ill ridiculous enough to fancy, that Votes 
and Refoliitions were governed by Reafon 
and Confcience, not Pairion and Intereft. 

But in Seven Years Time, a Standing 
Army\vi\s become Part of the Conftitution ; 
^nd was, therefore, already confider'd as a 



f i^,294,Neiv Oixicers include J^ befides 1859 Invalids. 

Thinn 
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Thing which was to pafs of Courfe. To 
have the fingering of a mighty Sum was 
the grand Point the Minifters had in view: 
The Inclinations of the People were not to 
be trufted ; but their Wants and Vices, 
their Venality and Corruption, were a Soil 
that promised tlie richeft Returns ; provided 
the Golden Grain was liberally fcattercd, 
and the Glebe properly prcpar'd to receive 
it« 

To anfwer allthefe politic Ends, by the 
moft plaufible Means, the Minifters, or, at 
Icaft, their Tools, exprefs'd themfelves in a 
very pathetical Manner, on the overgrown 
Debt of the Navy, amounting to 1,700,000^. 
1, 100,000 /. of which wttQjaid to have been 
out-ftanding ever fince the Death of Queen 
jinne^ tho' never once thought of before:. 
To appear yet more moderate in their Z)^- 
mandy they likewife gave the Houfe to un- 
derftand, that they de/ird hut One Million, 
this Year, towards the Difcharge of it ; and, 
fo irrejiftable was Court Eloquence^ that the 
round Million was carry 'd without even the 
Ceremonial oi a Divilion. 

This bold Strode, however, gave fuch 
an A^arm to the Minority in the other 
Houfe, that they took the Premiffes into a 
very ferious and thorough Confideration ; 
and in the Courfe of feveral Days long and' 

vehe- 
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vehement Debates, made it appear, that the 
Navy Debt, inftead of being 1,100,000 /. 
at the Death of the Queen, as had been 
fuggefted, was no more than 764,088 /. 3 s. 
lid. Net, on the 3 ift of December 1717: 
That the Refidue of the Debt was grown 
fince that Time: Thzt Jeverai irregular, un- 
precedented, and unwarrantable Pradlices 
(by them J enumerated) had contributed to 
the Growth of the faid Debt, but more 
efpecially our Baltick and Mediterranean 
Expeditions, in which the Service of Great 
Britain was no wife concerned, and by 
which her Intereft Was greatly endangered: 
&c. In a Word, fo high was the Difpute 
carry'd, that it gave Rife to a Qucftion, 
Whether the A61 of Settlement had not been 
broken ; which pafs'd in the Negative ; as^ 
indeed, did all others that tended to throw 
the neceffary Lights on our Northern Tranf^ 
adtions ; which, in Return for annual Fleets ' 
and annual Sublidies, had produced nothing 
to us (whatever they had done to Hanover) 
but the empty Guaranty of Sweden to the 
Proteftant Succeffion, now fo fenced in up- 
on all Sides, as to be no longer in Danger. 



X Sec the Lords Protefts for the Year 1721-22, which, ia 
dus one SeUioQ only, amounted to Twsnty-su. 

To 
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To the Debates of the Lords, during 
this Seflion, we owe likewife a Record, that 
thoFremb Navy was recruited, with Men of 
War of 60 and 70 Guns, built in the Ports 
of England} and that our virtuous Govern- 
ment conniv'd at it. 

And by a Proteft, Fe6. 20, we find, that 
thePablic Debt had increas'd, between the 
3 ift of December 17 17, and the 3 ift of De^ 
cember 1720, at leaft 2,300,000/. notwith- 
{landing the Sinking Fund, within that 
Time, produced 1,910,385/. 145. 6t. 

But to return to our Reprefentatives: 

As another Sweetener^ the fakers were 
indulged with a Privilege of ufing their 
Solemn Affirmation in the Place of an Oatb\ 
and a Bill was brought in by Mr. Hutcbe- 
Jm^ for the better fecuring the Freedom of 
Eledions ; the Neceffity of which he ex- 
emplify'd in the following memorable 
Words : 

" It is too notorious what Attempts are 
nw) carrying on to invade the Freedom of 
your approaching Eleftions ; in fome Places 
by ^breatSy to fright and over-awe them 
with the gartering of Troops^ if they do 
not comply ^ in others, by the corrupt Sol- 
lications of Agents and Undertakers employed 
by thofe who, from the incredible Siimi^ 
which are difpers'c^j one mufl imagine, have 

MOR£ 
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MORE than private Purfes at their Cotli^ 
mand." < 

" But what, in God's Namci can all thi* 
tend to ? What other Conftruftion can any 
Man, in Common Senfe, put upon ail thefe 
Things, but that there feems ^to have been 
a J Formed Design, by Violence and Op^ 
frejjion^ firft to humble you, and to make 
your Necks plyable to the Yoke that is 
defign'd for you, and then t6 finifb the 
Work, by tempting the Poverty and Nc- 
ceffities of the People, to fell themfelve^ 
into the moft abjedl and deteftable Slavery^ 
for that very Money, which had either been 
unnecefTarily raised, or mercilefly and un- 
juftly plundered and torn, from their very 
Bowels ? " 



J This very Expreffion was,- before, made tTfe of by Mr. 
Hutcheforiy in his excellent Speech on the Septennial Bill \ and 
is there explained to be a Defign, ^0 govern the People by their 
FearSy which is the genuine Charafteriftic of a Tyranny. In 
the fame Speech he hath, likewife, made Ufe of the follow- 
ing remarkable Exprefficms, viz, 

* I bezy Gentlemeny to confid'er^ toh ether a greater Curfe 
e an fall on any People , than to Jerve Juch a Parliament as T Hit 
(which he had before defcrib'd) and entaiPd upon them. 

Note, This Gentleman became fo obnoxious to thofe in Pow- 
er, for his Attachment to his Country, that he was oppos'd at 
Mailings by William Pulteney, Efq; now Earl oi Bath, un- 
der the Patronage of the Duke of Netocajllet who made In- 
tereft for him in Perfon ; and Ways and Means were found 
to render his Eledlion, in the next Parliament, for Wejlminfieri 
void ; tho' return'd by a Majority of i ^84. 

And 
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And in another Place, 

" Minifters would then be neither able 
to Skreen them/elves^ or their Friends^ 
againft your Enquiries^ and the boldeft and 
moft enterprizing of them, would be made 
to tremble at the Appreheniions of your 
Animadverfions upon them : Nor ftiould we 
then (it is to be hop d) fit tamely here, and 
fee our Country harrafs'd with the Expences 
o^ fruitlefs Expeditions Abroad, and with the 
Maintenance of a Standing Army at Home, 
dangerous to our Conftitution and Liberties." 

Thanks to the Seafon, not the Virtue of 
our Minifters or Members, this Bill was 
fuffered to pafs thro' the Houfe ; but then 
it was only in order to its being rejeded by 
the Lords j which was done upon the fe- 
cond Reading j not indeed without a vigo- 
rous Oppofition, nor unaccompany*d with 
a very fevere Proteft ; which, (tho* one of 
thofe many obnoxious ones that were or- 
dered, this Seffion, to be expungd by the 
Majority,) ftill bears witnefs, that it had 
Truth for irs Foundation. 

Being now to take our Leave of this ex- 
traordinary Parliament, it may poflibly be 
expeded that I fliould give a Summary of 
irs Merits: But, inftead of drawing a Cba- 
radter, I Ihall coiucnt myfelf with relating 
a Fad. 

S Sir 
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Sir "John Copiy Baronet, accufes Sir 
Francis Page^ one of the Barons of the 
Exchequer, of endeavouring to corrupt fe- 
veral of the leading Members of Banbury 
Corporation, againft the next Eledion; 
and, in Support of his Charge, produces 
the Mayor of Banbury, and feveral other 
Perfons, who declare at the Bar of the 
Houfe, (and offered to the fame upon Oath, 
which was refused) That the faid Mx. Baron 
Page, being in^ the Town-Hall, proposed a* 
Candidate to them, to reprefent that Place 
in Parliament : That, according to the Ex- 
ample of other Boroughs, they ftood upon 
Terms j fuch as the having their Streets pav*d, 
an Augmentation made to their Vicarage, 
iand a School Houfe built; the Charge of 
all which Items was eftimated at 5 or 600 /. 
— That the worthy Baron, in his Reply, 
pleaded his Services to the Town, in ob- 
taining for it a new Charter, which had 
flood him in 6 or 700 /; and, in Lieu of 
complying with the Demands of the Corpo- 
ration, offered them a Releafe: That he af- 
terwards fign'd the faid Releafe: and, 
over and above, offered them one Hundred 
Pounds^ and by Degrees came up to Two. 

But tho' this infamous Traffick for the 
Liberties of the Nation, was thus noio- 
rioufly proved, inftead of exciting the 

Indignation 
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Indignation of the Houfe, and producing 
fuch Refolutions as might vindicate their 
own Honour, and put a Stop to fuch 
infamous Pradices for the Time to come, 
the Queftion was only pur, whether Sir 
John Cope had made good his Charge^ 
which was carry'd in the Negative. 

March 7, The Court-Bufinefs being all 
difpatch'd, and the Speaker having made 
a flattering Harangue, as ufual^ his Ma- 
jefty put an End to the Seffion with a Speech, 
in which he thanks both Houfes for their 
Jleady and rejblute Adherence to his Perfon 
and Government ; launches out, with great 
Bitternefs againft the wicked Arts of Ca* 
lumny and Defamation^ which have been 
the conftant Prelude to Public Troubles and 
Diforders, then pradtis'd with the greatcft 
Induftry, by the Eiiemies of our hafpy 
Conjiitution \ declares his Determination to 
continue to countenance fuch as have mani- 
feftcd their Zeal, for the prefent happy 
Eftablijhment -J and concludes with flrongly 
recommending thkm to the Good- will of 
all that are "well affe£led to his Govern- 
ment, &c. 

But, notwithftanding his Mnjefty's C^r- 
tijicate of \\\^good Behaviour of this Parlia- 
ment, the Cities of London and Wejiminjler^ 
with Bells, Bonfires, Illuminations, and every 
S 2 other 
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other Dcmonftration of Public Joy, cele- 
brated the Day of their Diffolution, as if it 
had been a Day of Deliverance from their 
ivorjl Enemies. 

The Writs for the new Parliament 
were' returnable May lo, and Two Days 
before, the Lord Townjhendj Secretary of 
State, by his Majefty's Command, fent a , 
Letter to the Lord-Mayor of London^ ac- 
quainting him, That his Majeily had re- 
ceived repeated and unqueftionable Advices, 
that feveral of his Subjeds had entered 
into a wicked Confpiracy, in Concert with 
feveral Traitors abroad, for railing a Re- 
bellion in Favour of a Popijh Pretender^ 
But that the Authors neither were, nor 
would be countenanced by any foreign 
Power^ &c. 

By way of Reply to this extraordinary 
Epiftle, the Lord- Mayor and his Brethren, 
offer'd up an Addrefs, abounding with 
Court- Incence, and their loyal Example 
was foUow'd by many other Places. 

But, not to depend too much on the 
Profeflions of the People, a Camp was 
form*d in Hyde-Park^ Six Regiments were 
landed here from Ireland^ and his Majefty 
was induc'd to make a Royal Progre/s, on 
the Pretence of affembling and reviewing 
his Forces upoA Salisbury '?\2i\n. 

I have 
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I have already obfcrv'd, That Public 
Rejoicings were made for the Diflblution 
of the late Parliament, whence it may be 
gathered, that if the People were really as 
free^ as they are faid to be, they would 
fcarce have returned another of the fame 
Completion; that is to fay, composed, for 
the General, of known Vajjah to the Court, 
inftead of Friends and Servants of the 
Public : Such, however, was the Matter 
of Faa, and that it would be fo, was, 
no Doubt, very clearly forefcen : For if 
there had been the leaft Hazard, 'tis not 
to be fuppos'd. That thofe who were 
hardy enough to turn a triennial into a 
Septennial Parliament J by their own Autho- 
rity, would have given the People a Chance 
to do themfelves Juftice. 

The Point, however, was fq flrongly con- 
tefted, that within the Space of Twelve 
Days, no lefs than Ninety Nine Petitions 
were prefented, on Account of undue 
Eledlions and Returns: How they were 
Determined, may be guefs'd from the Cafe 
of Mr. Hutchefon^ before quoted. 

OSlober the 9th, his Majefty 
open'd the firft Seffion of the Se- *'"' 
cond Septennial Parliament, with a Gracious 
Speech, which was embellijh'd with the 
Horrors that might have attended the late 
S 3 Con- 
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Confpiracy, and the Benefits of his own 
Reign ; and for EJfentiak^ demanded far- 
ther Provifions for the Common Safety ; by 
which was to be underftood, mere Men and 
more Money. 

To fufpcnd the Habeas-Corpus Aft for a 
Year, was the firft Fruits of the very firft 
Day*s Seffion, even before the ufiial Addre& 
of Thanks, (Sc. was taken Care of ; a Bill, 
ready drawn^ dor anfwering which blefied 
End, was introduc'd into the Houfe of 
Lords by the Duke of Grafton ; and pais'd 
thro' all the Forms with a Hurry and Pre- 
cipitation, that nothing 0iort of an aSual 
Rebellion, or Invafion, could have excus'd. 

On the 15th, this dreadful Bill was feot 
down to the Commons ; where, being ef- 
poufed by Meffieurs Walpole^ Pulteney,{zg2Lin 
drawing in the fame Team) Pelbam^ and 
Tonge^ it was likewife carry'd by 246 Voices 
againft 19'^; and on the 17th it received 
the * Royal Aflent. 

Their next loyal Step was to augment 
the Army with 4009 Men, which was 



* It i? remarkable, that the Preamble to this Bill, fuppofcs 
the Danger ariiing to the King and Kingdom, frum the Con- 
fpiracy to he prejert ; whereas in the Speech it is reprelentcd 
to be ever ; his Majeily having already Jeiz^d ibmc or iho 
Cenjpirators, and order'd Endeavours f be Ui'yifot afprehend- 
ing othsrs, 

agreed 
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agreed to by a Majority of 72 ; and, bc- 
caufe it was not held advifeable to lay above 
2 s. in the Pound upon Land, 5 s. in the 
Pound upon Papijisjaind Non-jurors was 
recommended by Mr. Robert JValpole^ as a 
proper Expedient to make up the Defi- 
ciency of the Year ; and finally agreed upon 
by a Majority of 46. 

As to the Confpiracy, which was (et 
forth in fuch terrible Colours, it was of 
fuch a Nature, as feems to have brought all 
Plotting into Difgrace ever fince : Hear-fays 
of Hear-fays, reported by a hired Informer^ 
who, before the Affair came to an Iffue, ci- 
ther deftroy*d himfelf, or was deftroy'd 
****** ; a Harlequin Dog, Letters inter- 
cepted, about the Lord knows what, to tha 
Lord knows who ; and thofe put to the Tor- 
ture by DecypbererSy and made to confcis 

whatever the M rs pleas'd, appearing to 

have been the * only Support of it ; but one 
•f* infignificant Creature (Layer) of all thofe 
faid to be concerned in it, proving to be with- 
in the Reach of the Law; and, againft him, 
even his own extorted Confcflion was 
forc'd to be brought in Evidence j info* 



• S^ the Speeches of Mr. Killjy Sir Conflantine Pbipps, 
aod the Biihop of Rocbefler. 

t Whofe Tryal was not printed, till fi|:ft mov'd for, by the 
oppofing Lords in Parliament. 

S 4 much^ 
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much, that, in order to convidl him capitally, 
there fecms to be abundantly more Caufe; 
to fufpeft thofe in Power of confpiring 
againft the People^ than the People of con- 
fpiring againft the King : And yet, on fuch 
Pretences as thefe, the Liberty of the Sub- 
jedt was, for a whole Year, left at the Dif- 
cretion of th^e Prince : Several noble J 
Lords were committed to the Tower ; and 
Bills of Pains and Penalties^ thofe defperatc 
Devices^ which can never be excus^, but 
by the moft defperate Neceffities, were 
brought into play ; a Bifliop and a Lord of 
Parliament, after having undergone unpre-r 
cedented Infults and Severities, was depri- 
ved and driven into Exile ; a fort of Pcrfe- 
cution was let loofe againft the * Papijls^ 
and an unneceffary Supplement was made 
to the Standing Army : Everyone of which 
aftoniftiing Particulars, tho* apparently the 
Contrivance of a bold, wicked, corrupt 

J As was likewife Dr. Freind, a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons ; which being fcvercly animadverted uppn by Mr. 
Sbippen, Mr. l4'''aIpole firil rcply'd, with much Warmth ; and 
then Mr. Pulteney (towards the End of the SefSon made Cof- 
ferer) added, 7bat U toaf ujual in all Conjpiracies^ fir 9'ne 
^raitnr to endeavour to excufe another. 

• For, over and above the 5 /. in the Pound, thev were fad- 
dlcd with by another A61, all Perfons we;-e oblig'd to take the 
Oath?, or rcgiflcr their Eftates : By w^y of Reprifali, for 
Avhich Severities, as it may be prefum'd, a Perfecution was 
commenc'd, foon after, againft the new Converts in France. 

Mini- 
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Mlnifter, had the Sandtion of the fecond 
Septennial Parliament, at the firft Entrance 
upon their Truft; when they had (carce the 
Merit of any one popular Adl to qualify this 
fubmiffive Condudt of theirs; except the 
Cenfure they pafs'd on the Harburgb Lot- 
tery, (a Bubble, which had been fet oq 
Foot under Hanover- Piuihoniy ; the Pre^ 
tence, to clear the River Elbe^ the Defign 
to plunder the Public) and the burning the 
Pretender's Declaration, 

The King's, or rather the Mini/ier's 
Enemies, being now fufficicntly humbled, 
and the whole Kingdom, by the Sufpenfion 
of the Habeai'Corpus Adt, entirely at the 
Mercy of the faid Minifter and his Le- 
gions, his Majefty was pleas'd to make 
another Vifit to his Hanover Dominions, 
June 3, from whence he did not return 
kill the 28th oi December following. 

January 9, the fecond Seffion of ,72,.; 
the fecond Septennial Parliament, 
was open'd with a Speech, which began 
with the Laud and Praife of our prefent 
happy Situation, both at Home and Abroad} 
hinted a Hope, That the frd- Examples^ 
lately made, would deter the mod Difaf- 
feSied for the future ; fignlt-^d, That the 
Augmentation of the hhnional Forces^ 
had not onXyJecured our domeftic Quiet, 

bu( 
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but contributed to the Prefervatim of the 
Peace oi Europe i demanded Supplies; re- 
commended the Difcbarge of the Public 
Debt^ as a Work truly worthy a Britijh Par- 
liament ; and declared, That it was the 
vaineji of all Delujions to imagine we have 
any Chance oj any good Things but by Sup- 
porting the prefent EJiabli/hment^ and 
Maintaining the Proteftant Succejpm. 

To this mod gracious Speech, no Olgec- . 
tion appears to have been made in either 
Houfe ; Addrefles of Thanks were voted 
Nem. Con. znd^ if they had been dictated by 
the very Perfon who made the Speech, they 
could not have been more of a Piece with it. 

A Motion to continue the fame Num- 
ber of Forces, which had been fo deli- 
cately recommended in the King's Speech, 
produced the only memorable Debate, thac 
is recorded of this Scflion, in which Mr. 
Walpole appeared at the Head of the Court- 
Advocates, and Mx.Pulteney brought up the 
Rear ; and, under the Conduct of two fuch 
able Generals, 'tis fcarce a Wonder, that this 
Favourite-Poipt was carry'd by a Majority 
of 140. 

A Land-Tax, like the Army, was be- 
corne a Thing ofCourfe\ and fo Two Shil* 
lings in the Pound was admitted without 
^ny Oppoiitian : But when a Petition was 

pre- 
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prefented, for Relief to certain Perfons who 
had been Sufferers in a Bubble j for pro- 
mpting a Trade to the Bahama Iflands, the 
Skreen was once mortjpreac/^ and three 
Members^ who had been Managers of thac 
Projeft, had the Benejit of it. 

Again, when the plauiible Head in the 
King's Speech, relating to the National 
Debt, was under Confideration, our State- 
Projeiflors introduced a Scheme to convert 
?hc Cujioms upon Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate^ 
into an Excise ; under the fpecious Title of 
nn Inland Duty^ which, being likewife 4 
Court'Point, was fubmitted to, with all the 
Complaifance imaginable. 

In (hort, the Malt and Mutiny-Wih, and 
every other Matter, Claufe and Circum-i 
(lance, that the Minifter or his Partifans 
cook a Fancy to, was comply'd with : So 
that by the 24th of April, the Bufinefs of 
the Sefiion was at an End, and the King 
difmifs'd both Houfes with a gracious 
Speech, exprcfling bis great SatisfaSlion 
with their continuing th? like National Force 
by Sea and Land this Year, as they had 
done the laft, as being a wife Provifion for the 
Support oi Public Credit y and affures bim-i 
/elf, that they will difcountenance any Re^ 
^ains there may be ypt left of Sedition or 
Pifaffedtion, &c. 

Not 
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Nothing remarkable happened bctwecii 
the Seffions, except that the King did not 
vifit his Hanover Dominions, and that his 
Excellency Horatio Walpok^ Efq; was ap- 
pointed Embaflador and Plenipotentiary to 
the Court of France. 

November 12, His Majefty opened 
'^*'^' the Third Seflion with a gracious 
Speech ; in which he again declared, That 
we were at Peace abroad^ and happy at home : 
Recommended, notwithftanding, the fame 
TroviJtGn by Sea and Land, the fame Atten- 
tion to the Improvement of the Revenue^ and 
the Difcharge of the Debt, ready Concur^ 
rence in raijing the Supplies^ &c. 

But, tho' an unanimous Addrefs of Thanks 
was returned, when the Standing Army 
came to be debated, a Spirit of * Oppofi- 
tion (hew'd itfclf again, and in particular 
Mr. Shippen was pleased to exprefs himfelf 
as follows: 

" If I may be J)ermitted to confider the 
King's Speech, as the Compofition ofhi§ 



* Mr.Sne//, upon this Occafion, likewife acquainted thcHoufe 
with an J nfult offered to certain Country People in ttie Well, 
\iy a Party of Dragoons ; as likewil'e of an 01Hcer*s filencing 
the City- Drums in Ghucefler, on Pretence, That' none but 
the Kin^s Drums had a Right to beat in the Garrison. 

Minifters, 
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Mipiftcrs, which tho* I know by Experi- 
ence to be a more dangerous, is yec a more 
Parliamentary Way, than to confider it as 
an Edi(3: from the Throne ; I will obferve, 
that it does not ask the Opinion and Ad- 
vice of the Commons, how far they will 
ufe their great, eflential, and undifputed 
Right of raifing Money 5 but it pofitively 
prefcribes the exaft Provifion we are to 
make, both by Sea and Land, for the Ser- 
vice of the enfuing Year ; and, whether 
that be not a new Method of fpeaking to 
Parliaments, is, with all Deference, fubmit- 
ted to the Wifdom of this Houfe, which is 
the beft Judge of its own Privileges and 
Power. 

" Surely, Sir, it is very melancholy to 
hear one Seflion after another, that, tho' wc 
are in a State of Tranquility, as the Lan- 
guage is, yet we can neither be fecure at 
home, nor refpefted abroad, without con- 
tinuing above Eighteen Thoufand Land- 
Forces in Pay. 

" This Way of Rcafoning entirely mifrc- 
prefents our Circumftances and Condition : 
For it would fuggeft, that we cannot enjoy 
the Bleflings of a good Reign, without en- 
during, at the fame time, the Hardfhips of 
a bad one, which is a Contradidtion in ic 
Iclf, and inconfiftcnt with the Notions wc, 

as 



1$ 
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as Englijhmen^ muft ever entertain' of ouf 
legal Liberties ; in Maintenance of which 
our Predeceffors in Parliament, thought fie 
to alter the Lineal Succeffion of our Royal 
Family. 

*' Now, all Rebellions, all Confpiracies, 
feem to be totally extingui(hed, not more 
by the late feafonable Exertion of Parlia-* 
mcntary Juftice, than by the wife and pru-^ 
dent Condudt of thofe in the Adminiilra- 
tion : They havefo carefully reviewed and 
modelled the Forces this Summer in every 
Part of the Nation, that, we are to hope, 
there arc not left even fo many, as three 
or four Serjeants and Corporals, who (hall 
have Fool*hardinefs enough to undertake 
again to draw the whole Army into wild 
and chimerical Attempts: They have freed 
the Church from all Apprehcnfions of 
Danger, by promoting only the moft ortho- 
dox and learned Part of the Clergy to the 
Epifcopal Dignity, and other Ecclefiaftical 
Preferments : They have preferved the 
State, by advancing only Men of diftin- 
guiftied Ability and Experience to all great 
Offices and Civil Employments : They 
have, which is above all, reconciled their 
own Animofities, and have no other Con- 
tentions now, but who (hall beft ferve his 
Majefty and the Public, without any Views 

of 
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<>f accumulatbg immcnfe Wealth to ihcm- 
fclves, or of aggrandizing their own pri- 
vate Families. Such an Adminiftration can 
never need the Affiftancc and- Protection 
of above Eighteen Thoufand difciplin'd 
Troops. Such an Adminiftration (hould 
not fuffer the Army to run away with the 
Reputation of their good and great Works ; 
or to affume the Glory of raifing our Cre- 
dit, enlarging our Trade, and eftabliOiing 
our prefent Profperity. 

" Now lean never be fo unjuft to his 
Majefty's mod mild and gracious Govern* 
menr, as to afcribe our prefent Tranquility 
to the Continuance of an extraordinary 
Number of Troops, any more, than I can 
believe, it would ceafe at the Redudlion of 
Part of them. This would be a dangerous, 
as well as an abfurd Dodrine, with rela- 
tion to us at Home : For, (hould it be ad- 
mitted, that above Eighteen Thoufand 
Land Forces have not only procured our ^ 
prefent Tranquility, but that they are ab* 
folutely neceflary to the Security of the 
Kingdom; then it will follow, that the 
lame Number will always be abfolutely 
neceflary ; that a military Power is the 
moll pacific Form of Government ; and 
that an Army will be a better Preferver of 
Peace and Plenty, a better Guardian of our 

CivU 
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Civil and Religious Rights, than the LavV 
of the Land," &€. 

The Queftion in Parliament, like Alex^ 
ander*s Sword, cuts the Gordian Knot, which 
can no otherwife be loos'd ; and thus Mr. 
Sbippen was confuted by 206 Voices 
•againft 69. 

Of the Affair of the Majlers in Chancery^ 
and the Profecution ftirr'd up againft the 
Lord Chancellor Macclesfield this Seflion, t 
fhall fay no more, than, That the Court 
ejpoufed it with a Zeal which it had never 
teftify'd before againft any Public Criminal^ 
except the unhappy Perfons engag'd in the 
Rebellioriy and the Minifiers employed by the 
late Queen ; That moft of the Managers 
againft his Lordftiip, had the good Luck, 
not only to obtain the Thanks of the Houle, 
but xht Favours of the Crown -^ and That a 
Bill was pafs'd to * indemnify the Majlen 
who had purchased Places of him, on their 
appearing as Evidences againft him. 

With regard to the Supply, it was made 
good by thofe Ways and Means which were 
now become the Ordinary of the Year, the 
hand "Tax, Malt Bill, Gfc. 

* Notej When the late Enguiry was on Foot againft Robert 
Walpolt Earl of Orford, a Bill of the like Nature was over- 
rurd. 

And 
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And as to the Extraordinary, tho' 
tiis Majefty had fo very lately, procur'd his 
Civil Lift-Debt to be plac'd to the Account 
of the People, and h2Ld promised to retrench 
for the future, another Meflage was now 
delivered to the Houfe, importing, That his 
Majejiy found any con/iderable Retrench^ 
ments impracticable ; that he had en- 
gaged in fome extraordinary Expences, (3c. 
and that he hoped he might be enabled to 
difchargc the prefent Debts, contraded in 
his Civil Government. 

Thefe Debts amounted to * 508,367 /. 
and odd Things^ as they are ftiled by the fine 
City-Lady in the Comedy. 

But tho', upon this Occafionj Here beginneth 

we find the great f Mr. Pulte^ ti&l^'''' 
ney once more at Variance Pulteney.Eic^i 
With the Minifier^ and warmly 

con- 



• And in the Debate, tho' not ill the Accompt, fome 
Part of them was faid to be owing to the Congrefs at Cam" 
bray. 

+ During the Warmth of the Debate, the following tender 
Particulars elcap'd. 

Mr. Pulteney, * Tho* I wonder fo great a Debt" can be 
** contra6led in Three Years Time, Ii;J»tn not furpriz'd, that 

* fome Perfons are fo eager to have the Deficiencies of th(i 

* Civil Lift made good, fince they and their Friends have fo 

* great a Share in it.' 

Mr. IVa/poIe, * Upon Examination of the Account given in 

* of the Ciwl-Liil Debts, it will appear, that moft of the 
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contending for % Accounts, G?r. we find his 
Majefty's Demand comply'd with (upon a 
Diviiion of 239 againfl: J19) and that^ af- 
ter fuch a Manner, as gave Rife to the fol- 
lowing fevere Proteft, 

<^ Becaufe this Bill is to raife a great Sum 
of Money, which will, as we appreprehend, 
become a Burthen to the Public^ and en- 
creafe that immenfe Load of Debt, which 
is already above Fifty Millions ; and, there- 
fore, in our Opinion, requires the utmofl: 
Application to diminifli it, and cannot but 
give us the moft melancholy Profpedt, 
whenever, efpecially in a Time of Peace 



' Expences were either for the neceffary Support of the Dig- 

* nity of the Crown and Government, or for the Public 

* Good. There is, indeed, a Penfion of 5000 /. per Ann, of 

* another Nature^ viz. upon Account of the Cofferer*^ Place, 

* which could not well be avoided j for both the Lord Go- 
' dolphin^ who had the Office, had deferved fo well of the 

* Government, chat they could not handfomely remove him 

* without a Gratuity ; and therefore a Penfion of 5000 /. 
*■ per Ann. was given him to make room for the worthy 

* Gentleman (Mr. Pulteney) who now enjoys that Poft 

X At the \'€ry latter End of this Seffion thefe Accounts 
were obtain'd ; and by them it appear'd, that in Four Years 
1'ime there had been ilTued for the Privy Pur/e^ Secret Ser- 
rice, PenfionSy Bounties^ and Money so itbout Account^ the Sum 
of 2,728,759 /. And vj^hen an Attempt was made in the next 
Seffion to take this extraordinary Affair into Confideration, it 
was over-rul'd by the Order of the Houfe, That no Paper 
delivered in a former Seffion could be proceeded upon after- 
wards. 

and 
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i^nd Tranquility, we find any Addition is 
made to it j and fince his Majefty's Reve- 
nue, when firft fettled^ was thought fuffi- 
clenc by the Parliament, to anfwer all the 
ncccflary Expenccs of his Civil Govern- 
ment, and is larger^ as we conceive, than 
that of his Predeceffors : And fince that Re- 
venue has once already, and not long ago, 
received an Aid of the like Sum, we think 
we arc fully juftify'd in expecting an Ac- 
count of the Reafons of contradting fo 
great a Debt j and becaufe that was refused 
to be laid before us, we are of Opinion we 
cannot difcharge our Duty to our Coun- 
try, if we fliould thus uninfornCdy and in 
the T>ark^ give our Confent to this Bill ; 
which being the Second of this kind, with- 
in a (hort Compafs of Time, we apprehend 
may prove of ttiore pernicious Example." 

The lad Extraordinary of this Seflion, 
which I (hall take Notice of (for I will not 
infift on that for Difarming the Highlands) 
was a * Bill for regulating EleSlions within 
the City of London \ which we are to fup- 
pofe took its rife from a Petition of many 
Citizens of the faid City, Jetting forth feve- 
ral Grievances^ and praying Relief: Bat, un- 



* By this Bill the Famous Negative upon the Common- 
Council was given to the Lord Mayor arid Aldermen, 

T 2 luckily 
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luckily, the Citizens of London firft oppos'd 
this Bill at the Bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and afterwards followed it with a Pe- 
tition to the Lords } in which they fet forth 
their Apprehenfions, That the faid Bill not 
only afFedled the Rights and Privileges of 
the Freemen in particular^ but the Govern-- 
ment of the City in general^ which they en- 
deavoured to make out in feveral Particu- 
lars; which had fo much Weight with the 
oppojing Lords at leaft, That a Motion was 
made to ask the Opinion of the Judges^ 
whether This does repeal any of the Pre- 
fcriptions, Privileges, &c. of the faid City 
of London, reJlor*d to them, ot preferv'dhj 
the Adt, 2d JV. and M for reverfing the 
Judgment in a %^ Warranto againll the 
faid City ; which paffing in the Negative, 
drew on a Proteft ; in which it is declared. 
That there is room to apprehend, that the 
Alterations made in this Bill, in the Confti- 
tution of the Common- Council, &c. may ut^ 
terly abolifh the antient legal "Title of the 
City to their Rights, &c. and that the Opi- 
nion of the Judges was held the more «^- 
cejfary^ becaufe no Saving was to be found 
in the Bill, or Confirmation of the antient 
Titles, &c. rejlored by tht former Law. 

Upon the Faffing the Bill, another warm 
Proteft was entered, which it is needlcfs 

to 
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to repeat ; enough having been already faid 
to explain a Law which was calculated to 
lerve fo many minijierial Ends, under fo 
popular a Title. 

May 3 1, the King clos*d the Seffion with 
a Speech of Acknowledgments for the Sup^ 
ply^ the Aid to the Civil hift^ Difarming 
the Highlands^ &c. having, juft before, no 
doubt, for wife Ends and Purpofes, revived 
the Order of the Batby and, ^^^3, em-* 
bark'd for Hanover, where the celebrated 
Treaty diftingui(h*d by that important 
Name, was fign'd, Sept. 3, having been 
firft manufadur'd at Paris^ by that re- 
nowned Politician Horatio Walpole^ Efq; 

j^j;/. 3. The King landed at iJy^, g 

from Hanover^ and the 20th fol- 
lowing open'd the Seffion with a moft gra- 
cious Speech, lignifying. That the dijiref^ 
fed Condition of fome of our * Protejiant 
Brethren abroad, and the Engagements en- 
tered into, by fame foreign Powers (which 
feenid to have laid the Foundation of new 
Troubles^ and to threaten his Subje£ls with 
the Lofs of feveral Branches of their "Trade) 
had obliged him to enter into a defenfive 



t Thofe oiTborrit that ^ to fay, not oi France. 

T 3 Alliance 
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Alliance (that of -f Hanover above-ineiv< 
tioncd) with the moft Cbriftian King and 
Fruffta^ which, together with their Sup- 
port, he truftcd in God, wouH enable him 
to preferve the Peace afid^ Balance of Eu- 
rope : He then hinted, That no greater 
Number of Forces would be neceflary this 
Year than the laft ; prepared them, how- 
ever to expedl a Demand for an Augment a^ 
tion by Sea; beftow*d a Paragraph on the 
Hopes of the DiJaffeSledj now renew'd ; and 
concluded all in the following ambidexter 
manner : 

* When the World {hall fee that you will 

* not fufFer the Britijh Crown and Nation 

* to be menacd and infulted^ thofe, who 

* moft envy the prefent Happinefs and T^ran-- 

* quility of this Kingdom, and are endea-^ 

* vouring to make us fubf^rvient to their 

* Ambition^ will confider their own Interefi 

* and CircumJianceSy before they make any 

* Attempt upon fo brave a People^ ftrength- 

* ened and fupported hy prudent and powcr-r 

* fid Alliances, and tho' dejirous to preferve 

* the Peace, able and ready to defend them- 



-f To which the Stares- General werealfo invited to acrede ^ 
but declined it for fome time, and did not comply at'laH, 
\vl:.-ouc m^ny Rellridlions j which gave the Hint to the 
King of PruJJta 10 declare off likewifc. 

(fives 
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* felvcs againft the Efforts of all Aggrejfon. 
« Such Refolutions, and fuch Meafures, 
« timely taken, I am fatisfy'd, are the moft 
« eficdual Means oi preventing a War^ and 
« continuing to us the Blejfings of Peace and 
« Projperity: 

The general Calm, which we had been 
more than once complimented upon, from 
the Throne, being now apparently at an 
End, and the Approaches of a Storm as ap- 
parently to be fear*d, it may perhaps be ne- 
ceffary to beftow a few Paragraphs on our 
Foreign Affairs, that our Domejiic may be 
the better underftood. 

We had been told, in his Majefty^s mofl 
gracious Speech, at the Opening of the Sef- 
fion in 172 1, That nothing more than the 
f ORMS of a Congress were wanting to 
eftablijh the Public Tranquility ; and yet that 
Congrefs prov'd to be a Matter of Form 
only; as, no doubt, was then forefcen : For 
on the one Hand, we difoblig'd the Em- 
peror, by entering into a * Secret Treaty 
T 4 with 



• To be found m RouJJet^ Tom. IV. p. loi. Tt is dcfen- 
five, and fpecifies the Number of Troops to be furnifli'd by 
each of the Contrafting Parties. There was likewife a Secret 
Article, if a Paper publifh'd by the Imperial Minifters at 
RatUhon is to be depended upon ; by which it was agreed. 
That the Troops to be introduced into lufcany^ inftead of 

Neutral, 
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with Spain^ while we yet afted as Medta-f 
tors Jointly with France ; and by refufing the 
fole Mediation (which we had been courted 
to accept of) and the Non-performance of 
our Engagement, to deliver up Gibraltar^ 
we difoblig'd Spain as much on the other: 
The fending back xh^ Infanta likewife, in- 
cens'd the laft of thofe PpNyers to the full 
as much againft France^ as the Blow iq the 
Mediterranean^ &c. had, till then, incensed 
her againft us : And there was ftill j^nothejT 
Circumftance which, perhaps, helped on the 
Broil between the Imperial and Britijk 
Courts yet more than all the reft ; I mean 
the Inveftitures of Bremen and Verden^ 
which had been required by Hanover, 
in a greater Latitude, than had ever been 
granted before, or could be legally com- 
ply 'd \v\\h now ; but which, we have been 
told * would have been ventur'd upon not- 
withftanding, if we would have paid the 
exorbitant Fees detpanded for that Service^ 
Both their Imperial and Catholic Maje- 



Neutr/il, were to be Spanijh. Another Treaty was fign'd the. 
fame Day, by which, among other Article?, we oblig'd our^ 
fehes to reftorc the Ships taken in the MediHrranean^ or 
the Vahicof them. 

* Firfl by Sir R^ W in Parliament j and after- 

wards by Mr. Arnal in one of his Free-Britons 5 who 
was likewife fo good as to inform us. That the Sum demand- 
ed, was a Million Sterling* 

■ fties 



Parliaments of England. 281 

ftijes being thus at Variance with their an- 
tienc and natural Allies, thought it their 
Intereft to be reconcird as fafl as poflible tQ 
each other; and this was accordingly done 
by the Treaty of Viennay which put an End 
to the Farce of Mediation, carry'd on under 
the Title of, ^be Congrejs at Cambray. 

Now this faid Treaty of Vienna was ex- 
prefly founded on the Treaty of London of 
1720, and contain'd no more than mutual 
Renuntiations, nxiz. of Spain by the Em- 
peror, and of the hereditary Dominions of 
Auftria by his Catholic Majefty ; and like- 
wife fuch other Difpofitiohs of certain Dot- 
minions in Italy ^ &c. as might prevent any 
future Mifunderftandings between the Con- 
tradling Parties, ^c. It wore, therefore, as 
innocent a Face as ever Treaty did ; and to 
the People of England at leaft, afforded 
rather Matter of Satisfaftion, than Com- 
plaint. 

* But the Way^ of Minifters are not as our 
fFaySy nor their Reafonings like our Reajbn^ 

We therefore find the moft profound Mn 
Horatio JValpoky with the Title of Excel- 
lency, fent to Parisy as before- mentioned, 
and a Counter-Alliance form'd, fince be- 
come famous, under the Stile and Title of 
^he Treaty of Hanover. It was of this Al- 
liance 
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liance his Majefty was pleas'd to fay fuch 
great Things in his Speech ; with what 
Reafbn, will beft be underflood, when my 
Readers reooUedt, That, except the Words 
Trade and Guaranty^ which occur in the 
2d Article, and that tinkling Cymbal^ the 
Balance of Europe, which jingles in the 
4th, there is not a fingle Item in the 
whole Treaty that, to a common Eye, feems 
relative to the Intereft of England; but 
piore efpecially, when they read the Fifth 
Article, which follows entire^ and for which 
I thmk it is pretty manifeft, the whole 
Tranfadion took place. 

* As his moft Cbriftian Majefty^ who, in 

* Quality of Guarantee of the Treaties of 

* JVeJlphalia^ is particularly interefted in the 
^ Prefervation of the Rights and Privileges 

* of the German Body, and their Bri- 
« TANNIC and PruJJian Majefties, behold, 
^ with Regret, the Seeds of Difcord that 
^ are fowing, and hear, with Grief, fuch 
f Complaints as may at length break out, 

* and occafion a War, whofe terrible Con- 
5 fequences would inevitably affedl all £i/- 
5 rope ; their faid Majefties, always attentive 

* to what might one Day or other difturb 

* the Tranquility of the Empire in par- 

* TicuLAR, and that of Europe in general^ 
^ promifeand engage mutually to aftift each 

* other. 
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^ other, for the defending and preferoing the 

* above mentioned Treaties^ and other Ads, 

* which by their Determinations upon the 

* Affairs of the Empire^ are look'd on as 
^ the Bails and Foundation of the Tranqui- 
^ lity of the German Body^ and the Support 

* of its Rights, Privileges^ and Immunities, 

* for the Maintenance of which their 

* faid Majefties are truly defirous of making 

* a fix'd and folid Provision/ 

But to prove undeniably, that this Treaty 
T^as calculated for the Meridian of that 
Place only, from whence it tates its Name 5 
I will here infcrt the Reflecftions made 
Upon it at Vienna^ as they were tranfmitted 
by the Imperial Court to Baron Kircbner 
the Imperial Commiffary at Ratisbon. 

1. " This Treaty was made and conclur 
ded in the Empire, by two Elcdors and 
Princes of the Empire, with a Foreign 
Power, !againft his Imperial Majefty's and 
the Empire's Peace with Spain. 

2. " It is contrary in Formalibus & Ma- 
ferialibuSy both in Matter and Form, to the 
folemn Oath of Inveftiture, and the Duty 
of a Member of the Empire. 

3. "It is likewife contrary to the Peace 
pf fVeJlpbalia^ Art. 8. SeB. 2. and to the 
^iFPPur qf the loth Article of the Capitula- 

tioq 
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tion made with the Emperor Jofepb^ and 
the 6ch of that made with the prefent Em-i 
peror, at their Eledtions. And for the fame 
Reafon it is contrary to the Sedi. Gaudeantj 
&c. And more particularly, for that 

4. " In the 2d Article of this Treaty, the 
Contradlors have mumally engaged to give 
their general Guaranty to each other, for 
all Countries and Towns which they have 
and pofleis, as alfo for all their Rights, Pri^ 
vileges and Advantages. By which Means» 
Juftice, and the Adminiftration which is 
put into the Hands of his Imperial Majefty,^ 
according to the Capimlation at his Ele- 
ction, and the Laws of the Empire, have no 
farther Place or Confideration with thefe 
Contrading Parties. And therefore all and 
Angular, whofc Countries and People have 
been forcibly and unjuftly feized by the a- 
forefaid two Kings of England and TruJJia^ 
as Eledlors and Princes of the Empire, or 
who ftill are at Law with them, for their 
rightful Demands, can never more obtain 
any Right; and, therefore, with refpedl to 
thefe two Members of the Empire, all 
Right and Juftice in the faid Empire is 
wholly deftroyed, and confequently they 
may ad: and do according to their own 
Will and Pleafure with every one, and evei^ 
with his Imperial Majefty. With this View 
it i§ 5. " Sti- 



Parliaments of En^zxiA. ±^5 

5. " Stipulated in the 3d Article of the 
Treaty, what Affiftance in Men or Money 
one Ally is to fend to the other, when any 
one of them is difturbed in the prefent Pof- 
fejjion of all Countries and Rights, with- 
out fpecifying whether jujily or unjujlly 
poflcfled. 

6. " As this Article has broke thro* that 
Bond which, according to the Laws of the 
Empire, ought to laft for ever between his 
Imperial Majefty, as fupreme Head of the 
Empire, and the Members thereof, as like- 
wife between the faid Members one with 
another ; and, as was faid before in the 3d 
Article, is made fo contrary to thofe folemn 
Oaths of Fidelity, which the Kings oi Eng- 
land and Prujftay as Eledors and Princes of 
the Empire, fwore openly with a loud Voice 
before the Imperial Throne, and in the 
Prefence of the All-knowing and Almighty 
God, to his Imperial Majefty, and to the 
Holy Roman Empire, at their Inveftiture, 

7/* So it is farther fpecify'd in the 2d fe- 
parate Article, That, in cafe the Empirc- 
ihouldj out of Hatred to their Treaty, and 
the Afliftances therein promifed, declare 
War againft the Crown of France^ neither 
Brandenbourg nor Brunjhvick would then 
furnilh, for fuch War, the Contingent they 
ought to fend to the Empire and the Cir- 
cle; 
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clc ; but would, on 'the contrary, do every 
Thing in Conjun(3:ion with France^ till 
Peace (hould be reftored : Which diflblves 
the whole Bond of the Empire, and rejects 
all Dependence and Obedience with reipoS: 
to his Imperial Majefty and the Epipire. 

8. " This is not only an actual Separa- 
tion from the whole Empire, and an Union 
with thofe, who in fuch Cafe are declared 
Enemies of the Empire; both which are 
manifeft Contraventions to the Peace of the 
Country, and to the other fundaoientai 
Laws of the Empire, which have been 
fworn to, and which fubjed the Trani^ref- 
fors to the Penalties therein meotioned : 

9. " But alfo in the 3d feparate Article 
likewife, the following Words are contain- 
ed, among others. That in Cafe, on the 
Part of the Empire, a Refolution (hould be 
taken in Manner as is mentioned in that 
Article, to the Prejudice of the Kings of 
Great Britain and Fruffia^ the Crown of 
France (hould openly take their Parr, till 
the Trouble, Injury and Offence, (hould 
wholly ceafe : By this Means, the Recourfc 
of the Joint States to his Imperial Majefty, 
and to the fupreme Judicatories of the Em- 
pire, is entirely put an End to, with refpedl 
to the Contradling Members of the Em- 
pire ; and confequently all Right, Affiftance 

and 
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<ind Protcdion, together with all Jurifdic- 
tion and Power of Judging ; 2. Likewife 
the Peace of the Country is at an End; 
3. And the bringing in of Foreign Troops, 
which is not allowed, even to the Emperor 
himfelf, accordibg to the Capitulation at 
the Eledlion: On the contrary, 4- Thefe 
faid Contracting Parties may, at any Time, 
according to their own Will and Pleafure, 
fcize by Force, the Rights they have, or pre- 
tend to have, and fecure them by Foreign 
Nations againft the Majefty of the Em- 
peror, againft the fupreme Judge and Lord, 
and againft their Fellow-States. 

10. « In this Manner, every one may fee, 
that a formal OfFenfive and Defenfive Al- 
liance has been concluded againft his Im- 
perial Majefty, and the Roman Empire ; 
which, as has been faid before, is contrary 
to all the Oaths, and to the Duty of a 
Member of the Empire, and confequently 
cannot pafe without great Difturbance in 
the Empire, and likewife without the Dan- 
ger, Damage and Oppreflion of all the 
Rights and Juftice belonging to the States 
thereof, with their Countries and People : 
And, therefore, to omit many other Things 
for the Love of Brevity, nothing remains 
to be done, or is more advifeable than to 
oppofe it honeftly, like Patriots, with his 

Impc- 
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Imperial Majefty, and not to accede to fuch 
a Treaty, and to the other dangerous and 
precipitate Views concealed therein ; but 
rather to contribute in Time, all that is poC» 
fible, towards maintaining the public Tran- 
quility in the Empire^ and in all Chriflen- 
dom/' 

And now to account for the Infertion of 
the Word Trade^ both in the faid Treaty 
and his Majefty's Speech, it is proper, like- 
wife, to remind the Reader, That the Em- 
peror had furnifti'd the Handle^ by making 
Ufe of his own Sovereign Power^ to fet up 
an EaJl'India Company at OJiend \ and 
figning a Treaty of Commerce with Spain i 
by which his Subjeds were admitted, by 
his Catholic Majefty, to a Share of all thei 
Privileges^ allow'd to the tnoji favoured Na-^ 
tions ; that is to fay, the Dutch and Englijh. 

There zx^yet feveral curious Particulars 
to be touch'd upon, with relation to thefe 
Counter-Alliances of Vienna and Hanover ; 
but as they belong, more properly, to the 
Bufinefs of the next Seflion, where they 
will be explain'd by authentic Papers, it is 
now Time to return to that immediately 
before us. 

Nothing could flatter the Views of the 
Court more agreeably, than the Addrefs of 

the 
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the Commons, which was equally calcula- 
icd iQ intimidate abroad, and amufe at homej 
the fame Spirit prevailing in all our Coun- 
cils ; and applauding in one Place, what it 
diSlated in another. 

The Supply was carry 'd with as much 
Facility as the Addrefs ; ar\d tho* the Stand-- 
ing Army was oppos'd, as ufual, by Mr. 
Shippeny and his Affociates, (who contend- 
ed, at lead for the Redudtion of the 4000 
Men, rais'd on Account of Layer's Plot) the 
Court was as wellfervd in this Point, as ei- 
ther of the former. 

Sir Robert tValpoky the reigning Minifter, 
and his former Aflift ant, Mr. fVilliam Pulte^ 
ney^ cither were, or feem'd to be now, at 
open Enmity i And, as a Courtier in Dif-^ 
grace, defires to be receiv'd into the Bofom 
of the People, we find the laft of thofe 
Gentlemen, about this Time, moving for 
a Committee to ftate the Public Debt, as 
it flood in 1714, and at Dec.2gj ^7^5* 
diftinguilhing what hlth, and what hath 
nor, been provided for by the Parliament: 
But this being oppos'd by Mr, (now S'lrjohn) 
Barnard, as well as the Chancellor of tl\e 
Exchequer, who reprefented, fuch a Mea- 
furc as likely to encreafc the * Alarm of 



• Slocks, within a few Week«, hid iunk 1 2 or \±fer Out. 

U the 
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the moncy'd Men, Mr. Pulteney took Oc- 
cafion to declare, T*hat be made this M(h 
tion with no other VieWy than to give that 
GREAT Man {Sir R. W,) an Opportumty to 
Jhew bis Integrity to tbe wbole fForld^ and 
thereby Jinijh bis fublime Chara3er. To 
Mrhich Sir U. reply*d, That this Compliment 
would have come out with a better Grace ^ and 
appeared morejincere^ when that ^ine Gen- 
tleman had bimfelfa Share in the Manage^ 
ment of the Public Money ^ than now he was 
out of Place. 

Upon the Whole, the Motion was rejcft-^ 
ed by a Majority of 262 againft 89. 

Hitherto the Parties had only skirmifh'd ; 
but when the Treaties, before-mention'd, 
came under Examination, the Leaders of 
both affembled their whole Strength, and 
prepared to exert themfelvcs to the ut- 
moft. His Excellency Mr. Horatio Walpole 
open'd the Dtbare with a Political Medley^ 
which lafted for an Hour and a Half j and 
in which he difplay'd thofe great Abilities 
which have render'd him fo defervedly fa- ' 
mous : In particular, he favoured us with a 
Genealogy of all the Treaties which had 
taken Place (ince the Acceilion ; and very 
adroitly grounded the prefent Troubles on 
the Countenance given by the Court of Spain 
to the Ojiend Company, and the lively Re- 

pre^ 
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prefentations made thereupon, by his Ma- 
jefty, both to the Emperor and King of 
Spain \ adding, indeed, a little unluckily^ 
That thefe Complaints had been received at 
Madrid with Coldnefs ; but at Vienna with 
fuch StifFnefs and Haughtinefs, that the Im« 
perial Miniilers did not ftick to infinuate^ 
That if his Britannic Majefty perfifted in 
his Refolution to take Meafures in Oppofi- 
tion to the Treaties of Vienna^ his Imperial 
Majefty would not only hold himfelf dif- 
engag'd from the Guarantee of the Prote^ 
Jiant Succejion to the Crown of Great Bri^ 
tain^ but that the fame might be attended 
with Confequences, in relation to his Ma- 
jefty*s Dominions in Germany. 

In the two laft Lines, we have the real 
Clue to iht Treaty of Hanover \ and, ac- 
cordingly we find Mr. Shippen^ during this 
very Debate, urging, inOppofition to it, Ihac 
it would probably engage the Britijh Nation 
in a War, for the Defence of his Majefty's 
-German Dominions, contrary to an exprefe 
Provifion made for the fecuring our Reli- 
gion, Laws, and Liberties in the A6i ofLi^ 
mitation\ which being the Basis of the pre- 
fcnt Settlement^ was become Part of our 
Conftitution^ and therefore ought to beyi- 
cred and inviolable. 

U 2 But 
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Bur, if Mr. Shippen had the Honour to 
enforce this Claufe of the A€i of Settlement^ 
in behalf of his Country, Mr. H. Pelbam 
had the Merit to explain it away; by ih- 
fifting, that the faid Claufe was not wholly 
and fbr ever to deprive his M^^ytiiy^^ foreign 
Dominions of any Afliftance from this Na- 
tion, (^c. He therefore concluded with a 
lumping Motion, to' approve every Thing 
which our Minifters had done, and to Hand 
by and fupport bis Majejiy againji all Lfults 
and Attacks that any Prince or Power^ in 
Refentment of the just Meafures which his 
Majefty'bas fo wifely taken^ floall make upon 
ANY of bis MajeJifs'Territories or Dominions^ 
tho' NOT belonging to the Crown of Gk'eat 
Britain ; which, after fome farther De- 
bate, wherein the Lord Finch^ (now Earl 
oi Wincheljea) was plcas'd to infinuate,That 
Providence beftow'd the Britijh Throne 
upon his Majefty, as a Reward for the 
Piety of his Anceftors, was carry 'd by 285 
Voices againft 107. 

So much for the ASi of Settlement; which, 
tho' binding to the People, was, it feems, 
to be no Reftraint upon the Prince. 

No Body, I believe, will wonder that, 
after we had thus formally adopted the 

Hanth 
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Hfrnover-' Dominions,'^ a Vote of Credit (hould 
be demanded for their Security : But, who 
can help wondering, that thofe very -f Per- 
ibns, who, whea out of Power^ oppos'd the 
Grant of 250,000 /. on Account of the 
Dangers apprehended from Sweden^ fhoxA^ 
TWWy not only advife a Mejfage of a like 
Nature, but, by that (hameful Method of 
the previous ^ejlion^ over-rule Mr. Shippeti% 
Motion for an Account of the Difpofitioa 
of the faid Money ; which, tho' promised, 
had never yet been comply'd with ? 

Such a Meflage, however, came, but dif. 
guis'd under the plaufible Pretences oi Trade 
and Navigation^ and the particular Interejl 
of this Nation ; and was comply'd^with by 
a Majority of 270 Votes againft 89, 

The reft of the Seffion produc'4 nothing 
material, except that precious Job^ the Pot^ 
^£f^ a Bill for the more efFedlual preventing 
of Br/^^ry and Corruption^ (whi^h was fuf- 



* By way of Anfwcr to the King's Meffagc on this Head, 
an Addrefs was voted by 270 againft 89^ That he will be 
pleas'd to make fuch an Addition to the Number of Seamen, 
as his Majefty fhall, in his great Wifdom, think will bell con- 
dace to the Service- of the Trade and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, and to the Prefervatiori of the Peace of Europh, 
and to aflure him, that this Houfe will cffeftually provide for, 
and make good all fuch Expences and Engagements as fhulj 
be made for obtaining thefe great and dedrable Ends. 

+ The Waipoles, &c. 

U ^ fer'd 
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fcr'd to pafe the Commons^ whom it more 
immediately concerned, that it might be 
wreck'd elfewhere,) and a gracious Speech 
from the Throne, full fraught with Thanks, 
&c. at the Prorogation. 

This Summer was remarkable for Three 
famous Naval Armaments and Expedi- 
tions, viz. one to the Norths under Sir 
Charles Wager^ to carry a Letter to the 
Csftfrm/j, (Demanding her Reafons for equip- 
ping her Fleet; and fuggefting, that {he 
was in a Confederacy with the pretender y 
who in her *f? Anfwer laugh'd at the Inii- 



f One Paragraph of which Anfwer isconccivVi in the fol- 
lowing Terms : 

Thefe Circumftances cannot induce us to believe. That your 
Majefty*s Miniflers ever had a ferious Intention to condude that 
Alliance {with France zndi ^vjjia i) but rather, that the fending 
a Squadron of Men of War, together with Orders, thro* which 
it is eafy to fee an Interruption of Amity, and the Rife of new 
Troubles in the Norths is but the Confequence and Refult of 
the Animojity, which feme of your Minift^rs have (hewn pub- 
licly every where againft us, for fo many Years paft. The 
Thing appears evident, from what your Majefty alledges, and 
charges us with, in relation to the Pretender. Your Mini- 
flers have rightly underftood, that all the Reafons by them 
fuggefled, (and which, abflradled from that, do not regard the, 
Intertft of Great Britain, but are rather diametrically 9ppofitt 
to the folemn Treaties fubfiiling between Great Britain and 
other Powers) are not to be admitted, and are ,infufficient tQ 
juilify their violent Enterprizes to Perfons difmterefted : And[ 
not being able to find out any other Reafon, xkaxfrivobui and 
fiak Accufatim mull be trump'd up, and [ervct as heretofore, 
as the main Pretence for all the unkind Steps taken againfl us. 

nuation. 
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nuation, and hinted, that the Britijh Fleet 
was fent into the Baltic^ rather to dijlurb 
the Peace of the Norths than preferve it ;) a 
Second to the Coaft of Spain^ under J Sir 
yobn JenningSy and a Third under Admiral 
Hqfiery to block up the Galleons at Porto^ 
Bello. 

The Emperor, likewife, this Summer, 
prohibited the Importation oiEngliJh Wool- 
lens into the Ifland'of (S/W/)^; and that our. 
' Merchants did not inftantly feel the like 
Eflfcdls of our Court-Meafurcs, both in Ti^/- 
Jia and Sfain^ was no Fault of thofe enter* 
prizing Minijiers^ who had given botl^ thofe 
Powers fuch fenfible Provocations. 

Nor wese thefe the only Fruits of the 
glorious Treaty of Hamver^ z^ may be feen 
by theT wo following Pieces ; which I chufe 
to infert entire, that I may not be thought 
to mifreprefent or aggravate Circumfliances 
that cannot be handled too tenderly i^ on^ 
Light, or too feverely in s^nother. 



X Upon whom the Spaniards fired a few Shot at St. AfitV' 
Mh} but on their making an Exqvik, the Affront was p\^t up. 
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7be Memorial prefented by M. de St.Sapborio, 
Envoy of his Britannic Majejiy^ to Count 
SinzendorfF, Great Chancellor of the Impe- 
rial Court. 

S I R, 

YOUR Excellency having defircd me to 
give you in Writing, what I deliverd 
to you from ihe King my M after, by Word 
of Mouth, about a Fortnight ago; I fhall 
do myfelf the Honour to acquaint you 
again, That his Majcfty is extremely fur- 
priz d to hear, that a Report has beea 
fpread, and very confidently affirmed by 
fome who belong to the Emperor, That 
his Majefty had not only caufed the Treaty 
of Hanover to be communicated to the O/- 
toman Port^ by his Embaflador at Conjlanti- 
nople^ but that he had alfo endeavoured 
to excite them to enter upon a War with 
the Emperor ; intimating, that the firn^ 
League lately formed againft him, gave the 
Soltai) a favourable Opportunity of re-taking 
Te?7iejwar and Belgrade. 

But his Majefty was much more^ fur- 
priz'd at being inform'd, that one of hia 
Couriers, in his Return from Conjiantino- 
pie, was feiz'd at ^elgrade^ although he 
publicly wore the Badge of the King-§ 

Mcf. 
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Meffcngcrs, was provided with Letter? 
from the Emperor's Envoy at Conjlanti-- ' 
nople for the Prince of Wirtemberg^ who 
received him fuitable to his Charad^er; 
and notwithftanding that he declared, that 
he came with Difpatches for his Majefty 
and the Embaflador of France: and tho', 
after detaining him Twenty-Eight Days, 
they, ap length, fufFcr'd him to purfue his 
Journey, this Permiffion was attende4 
with fuch Circumftances as, in every Re- 
fpeS, afforded greater Matter of Complainii 
both in Refpedt of the Manner in which 
his Serene Highncfs Prince Eugene ex- 
plaind himfelf on this SubjeA to the 
Duke of Richelieu^ and inafmuch as he 
thought fit to give an Anlwer only in 
the Name of Monfieur Bruckhaufen^ to 
what was urged by the Minifter of thp 
King of Great Britain i who had, how- 
ever, apply*d by Letter to his Highnefs 
himfelf; befides that, the Perfon who 
brought him ihe Anfwer, told him. That 
tho' they had fufFer'd the King's Mcffen- 
ger to purfue his Journey, it was only 
for this one Time, and becaufe he had 
t)rought with him a Letter from Mon- 
iieur Dierling to ^he Couint of Wirtemr 
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As the King my Mafter can look upon 
this Procedure no otherwife than as a Vio- 
lation of the Law of Nations^ and as a 
Manner of treating him^ never made ufe 
of by one Prince to another, who ftill 
lived in Amity together, he hopes that 
his Imperial Majefty will order Satisfadtioti 
to be given him in this Miatter, as I 
have pofitive Commands to require: And 
he is moreover fatisfy'd, that his Imperial 
Majefty will not refufe doing it in fuch 
a Manner, as may equal the Greame^ of' 
the Infult which hath been ofier'd him^ 
fince otherwife it is very vifible, that he 
cannot be perfuaded, but that the Report 
that has been fpread of him, as well as 
the Stopping his Courier, is only the Con- 
fequence of a Defign, before laid, of coming 
|o an open Rupture with his Majefty, la 
purfqance of thofe ProjeSls which the 
buke Qi^ tapper da declared to his Em- 
baflador were form'd againji him, by the 
Emperor and his Catholic Majejiy. 

Bcfide$, Sir, tho* I have no Orders for 
faying it, by reafon of the unw^rrantablo 



* It is remarkable. That when this Minifter was dif-. 
mifsM from his CatboHe Majefty's Service, he took Sanfluary 
in the Britijb Einbailador^^ HoufCji from whence he was 
taken by Force. 

Manner 
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Manner of treating his Majcfty, I can 
however affure your Excellency, for my 
own Part, that ihofe Aflertions that have 
been publiCb'd as certain and avowed Fads, 
have not the leafl: Appearance of Truth % 
iince his Majefty has not fo much as fent 
Mr, Stanyan a Copy *of the Treaty of 
Hanover s and has order'd him not to take 
4iny Step, or let flip any Expreflion, that 
may give the leaft Room to his Imperial 
Majcfty to take Umbrage ; and moreover, 
^he King's Minifters would doubtlefs by 
his Order have explained themfeves in 
fuch a Manner to thofe of his Imperial 
Majefty, as wduld not have fail'd to con- 
vince them, that all that had been re* 
ported was groundleis, had not fo injurious 
a Rumour been ipread,* before any Infor- 
mation was given to the King my Mafter: 
JBut fo unexpe61ed a Procedure too much 
concerns the Glory of the King, for l^\ta 
to think it proper to give an Account to 
any Perfon whatfocvcr of the Diredipns 
which he is pleas^ to give to his Mini- 
fters at Foreign Courts. I have the Ho- 
pour to be, &c. 

Jpe St. Sapborin. 
Vienna^ April ig^ 
1726, N.S. 

rbt 



300 A DeteElim of the 

^he Anfwer of the Count of Sinzendorflr, 
to the MemQrial of Monfieur De St. Sa- 
phorin. 

SIR, 

SUppofing that your Memorial given 
in Writing would have been confined 
entirely to the Affair of feizing the Courier 
at Belgrade^ it was intended to have given 
you an Anfwer in brief; but as that of 
the 15 th of this Month contains fevera] 
other Circumftances, bis Imperial and 
Catholic Majefty has order'd me to declare 
to you, that to this Hour, he has not con- 
cerned himfelf in the Reports of which 
you take Notice, relating to the Informa- 
tion given by your Court to the Ottoman 
Port', and that in the Conference held 
between Prince Eugene of Savoy and the 
Duke ot Richelieu^ Embaflador of France^ 
Enquiry was not fo much as made, whe- 
ther ihe Treaty of Hanover had been 
communicated to that Court in Writing; 
but only in general, whether the Port 
had been informed of it, by way of inciting 
thgm to rrjakc War with the Emperor; 
and, in (hort, whether the Orders fent to 
Mr. Stanyan to that Purpofe, had not been 

carry'd 
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carry'd by a Courier in Difguife, who 
pafs'd here for an Englijh Merchant. 

It was with this View alfo, that Orders 
were given, as early as the 2d oi February^ 
to the Sieur Painty Refidenc at the Court 
of his Britannic Majefty, to notify forth- 
with to the King or his Minifters, the 
Contents of thefe pofitive Advices which 
had been received from Conjiantimple^j all 
which intimated, that the Britijh Embaf- 
fador had had an Audience of the Grand 
Vizier, and that he endeavoured to excite 
the Turks againft his Imperial Majefty, 
This is what hath been further reported ; 
and from that Time to the Conference 
which Prince Eugene had with the Duke 
of Richelieu^ it can be imputed to nothing 
but the general Voice, the Letters of all 
the Foreign Minifters refiding at Conjlan* 
tinople^ who with one Confcnt have fpoken 
of it as a Matter both certain and public; 
and with Circumftances more at large 
and particular, than all that hath been 
cither faid here, or reprcfented at London^ 
by the Refident Palm. 

We, in a great Meafure, guefs, Sir, 
why you infinuate in your Memorial, as 
of your own Accord, and without Orders, 
That his Britannic Majefty had not fo 
much as fent Mr. Stanyan a Copy of the 

Treaty : 
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Treaty: But without fearching into the 
Bottom of the Matter, we may reply to 
you. That the Grievance of this Pro- 
cedure, till now unheard of, and whjich 
we never (hould have expedled from the 
King your Mafter, confifts not in the 
treaty of Hanaver^s being communicated 
by a Copy^ but in that it was really itn^^ 
parted to the Turks ; and that by Means 
of it, Endeavours were ufed to excite them 
againft the Emperor. 

But as it is neceflary to (hew more par- 
ticularly what hath happen'd in refpefk to 
that Matter, I am to tell you, Sir, by his 
Imperial Majefly's Order, That in the 
Month of December laft, there came hither, 
as you know, a certain Perfon who ap- 
ply'd himfelf to Monfieur Bruckbaujen^ 
under the Name and Quality of an En- 
glijh Merchant, being conduced by your 
Secretary, who having given an Account of 
him to Prince Eugene^ he caufed a Paflport 
to be got ready for him, according to Cu- 
ftom, for purfuing his Journey into Turky^ 
thro' his Imperial Majefty's Dominions: 
That, neverthelefs, this fame Perfon ar- 
riving at Conflantinople on the 14th of 
December^ appeared there not as a Mer- 
chant, but as a Meffenger of the King of 
Great Britain^ with important Orders for 

his 
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his Embaflador Mr. Sianyan\ That in Faft, 
on the 20ch of the &me Month, that 
Minifler had an Audience of the Grand 
Vizier, and ♦ notiffd to him the Alliance 
made at Hanover between the King his 
Mafter and the Kings of France and Pruf- 
Jia ; greatly magnifying the exorbitant 
Power of the Emperor, and the Danger 
that might befal the Princes and States of 
Europe*^ rcprefcnting to him, that the Porte 
had now 2i favourable Opportunity of re- 
covering their y^w^rL^i; afifuring him, 
that if Endeavours were made towards it, 
the Allies of Hanover would come to no Ac^ 
commodation without the Port\ receiving 
entire SatisfaSlion ; and that all this (hould, 
in like Manner, be imparted to him, and 
confirmed by the French Embaffador in the 
Name of the King his Mafter. That it is 
true, indeed, that two Days after, dif* 
courfing with the Imperial Refident D/Vr- 
lingy he aflured him, that nothing had been 
tranfaded in the Audience which he had 
had of the Grand Vizier, prejudicial to the 
Intereft of his Imperial Majefty ; adding 
withal, that he hoped no fuch Orders would 



* The fame Thing was laid to the Charge of the Fttnthj 
but was Solemnly deny'd both by their MiniHer and ours, a: 
the Diet of Ratiibon, 

ever 
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ever be given him ; but thac it is alfo very 
cenain^ that, from that very Time, the faid 
Refidenc was informed to the contrary, by 
fuch Means as he could and ought to de« 
pend on ; that all the People, even of Cot- 
Jiantimple^ had got fuch a Notion, and that 
they made no Myftery of it at ihtPort. 

Such Informations as thefe mufl: nece(^ 
farily have obliged the Emperor to take 
Tome Precautions. His Orders were fentott 
the 23d oi January^ to all the Generals 
and commanding Officers on the Frontiers 
of Turky^ to let no Body pafs, either going 
or returning, without giving Notice thereof 
to the Court; whereupon the Meflenger ar- 
riving at Belgrade^ the Duke of Wirtemberg 
Governor of Servia^ could not avoid de- 
taining him till farther Orders ; altho*, upon 
finding himfelf ftopt, he at laft difcover'd 
his Badge of an Englijh Meflenger, and de- 
livered the Prince of Wirtemberg a Letter 
from the Refident Dierlingy in which be 
was fo ftiled. 

What happened upon this, you are ac- 
quainted with. Sir, better than any Body. 
The Duke de Richelieu went to Prince Eu- 
gene, and defired him to releafe the Mef- 
lenger, who brought Letters for him and 
his Court; and you yourfelf wrote to him 
the next Day to the fame Purpofe ; yogr 

Health 
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tiealch not permitting you to go in Perfon* 
The Matter was reported to his Imperial 
Majefty, who> notwithftanding alltheCir- 
cumftances of the Fadt, was pleafed to 
give Order, that the Meflenger, for this 
Time, might proceed on his Journey. At 
the fame time, Monfieur Bruckbaufen had 
Orders, according to the received Cuftom 
of this Court, to give Notice of it to the 
Duke de Richelieu and yourfelf 5 which he 
would have performed in Perfon, had it not 
been for an Indifpofition, that is fo real, 
that he is adtually dying \ therefore, that 
he might lofe no Time, he entrufted it to 
an Officer of the Chancery, to whom you 
did not fcruple to own, that the MefTenger 
was the fame Perfon that pafs'd here for an 
EngliJ}^ Merchant, and as fuch had obtained 
a Paffport 10 go to Conjiantinople : But then 
you lay the Fault upon your Secretary j as 
if fuch Contrivances could happen thro* 
Overfight or Inadvertency, efpecially in re* 
fpedl to a Meflenger of the Crown of Great 
Britain^ who is a public Perfon, and highly 
oblig'd, by every Day's Employment, to 
wear opehly the Badge of his Office; and 
cannot conceal it, without bringing him- 
felf under a Sufpicion of fome ill Defign. 

We leave all the World to judge, whe- 
ther the detaining fuch a Perfon as this, in 

X a 
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a Frontier Town, who was returning froill • 
fuch an Errand, and who was neverthelefs 
relcafed afterwards out of Regard to bis 
Britannic Majefty, can afford any Room to 
require Satisfadlion for a Violation of ^ the , 
Law of Nations ; if, on the other fide, hb 
Imperial and Catholic Majefty, had not 
good Reafon to complain of it ? 

Befides, we know very well why what 
was faid by the Duke de Riperda is con* 
founded with this Matter, tho' it hath na- 
turally no relation to it; which, together 
with the Emperor's Condudl in the whole 
Courfe of this Affair, will difcover to whom 
we have Reafon to attribute thefc premedi^ 
tated Defigns of a Rupture, and to whom 
the Violation of the Law of Nations ought 
REALLY to be imputed. 

I have the Honour to be^ &c 

Things being in this untoward 
^-^^ "^''' Situation, January 17, the Parlia- 
ment met, and his Majefty, in his mojl gra^ 
cious ISpeechy acquainted both Houfes, That a 
fecret and offenfive Alliance had been con- 
cluded between the Emperor and Spaing 
and that the placing the Pretender on the 
BritiJJj Throne was one of the Secret Ar- 
tides of that Treaty: That Ru/Jia would 
have been concern d in the Invafion^ if not 

pre. 
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prevented by the Britijh Fleet, fent to the 
Baltick: Whereupon his Allies of France 
and Holland^ had augmented their Forces, 
and Sweden and Denmark were about to 
i^ccede to the Hanover- MWznc^ ; and he 
did not doubt but his Parliament would 
affift him to perform his Part: That the 
Spanijh Minifter was recall'd abruptly, and 
had left a ^ Memorial behind him, little 
(hort of a Declaration of JVar^ wherein he 
demanded the Reftitution of Gibraltar^ 
and made the recalling the Squadrons his 
Majefty had fent to the Mediterranean and 
the IVeJi Indies^ the Condition of any far- 
ther Correfpondence betwen the Two 
Crowns ; looking upon the Continuance of 
thofe Fleets abroad as a(£tual Hoftilities, 
and threatniug to repell them by Force: 
That the King of Spain was adlually af- 
fembling an Army in the Neighbourhood 
of Gibraltar : But he had undoubted Intel- 
ligence^ their firft and principal Defign was 
to invade thefe Kingdoms: He d-emands 
therefore of the Commons the Supplies 
neceffary for the Defence of their Coun- 
try J and, as they had, the laft Year, 

* In this Memorial, He declared, 7bat the violent i/ate 
to which Affairs was rtduc^d^ was owing to the Miniflers 
rf England. 

X 2 enabled 
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enabled him to lay out what Money hb 
thought necejfary^ he hop'd they would 
repofe the fame Truft and Cmfidence in 
him again ; that his Ueceffitm (hould never 
make him touch the Sinking Fund, but 
defires, they would apply it to the Ufe it 
was defign'd. 

It is obfcrvable. That, early in the laft 
Seflion, when the late Treaties were under 
the Confideration of the Lords, the Duke 

of iV acquainted the Houfe with 

a Paffage out of a Letter of Mr. Stanbope\ 
his Majefl/s Minifter in Spain (now Earl 
of Harrington) which fignify*d, That in a 
private Converfation^ tbe Duke of Ripperda 
had not fcrupled to own^ Tbat^ befdes what 
had been already communicated to him about 
the late Treaties of Vienna, there were ftill 
Jome other Secret jirticles^ which^ in due 
Time^ Jhould be made Public^ nx^hereby tbe 
Contrasting Parties mutually engagd to afjift 
each other with a certain 'Number of Troops^ 
in ORDER to fupport the Oftcnd Company 
and recover Gibraltar. 

Not a Word of the Pretender^ or an 
Invafion^ and yet this T^attle of Ripper dd^ 
feems to have been the only Foundation 
for the Pretence of fo much Danger, or 
the putting the Kingdom to fo much 
Charge; as is farther Apparent from the 

Secret 
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Secret treaty itfclf, which was conceiv'd 
as foUow3. 

I. There Ifball be between his Imperial 
Catholic Majefty and his Royal Catholic 
Majefty, a folid and fincerc Amity, which 
(hall be mutually cultivated, in fuch Sore 
that the one (hall procure all Advantages 
for the other, as if they were for himfclf, 
and the other (hall return the fame. 

II. And it being reprefented by the 
mofl: Serene King of Spain^ that the Re- 
ftitution of Gibraltar with its Port, had 
been promised by the King of Great Bri^ 
tain^ and that his Catholic Royal Majefty 
does infift upon the Reftitution of Gibraltar 
with its Port, and likewife of the Ifland of 
Minorca and Port Maboni it is declared on 
vthe Part of his Sacred Imperial Majefty, 
that he will not in any Manner oppoje this 
Reftitution, but as far as he is able, em* 
ploy all good Offices to this Purpofe, and if 
the Parties defire it of him^ accept the 
Mediation. 

III. The moft Serene King of Spain^ 
Philip V. to give a moft evident Proof of 
the Sincerity of his Friendfhip, promifes 
and engages to permit all Ships of his 
Imperial Majefty 's Subjects of what Nation 
foever they be, to enter freely into ajl the 

X 3 Ports 



i 



3 1 o A DeteSiion of the 

Ports of Spain ; and fo as they may trade 
with all Freedom, and Security, and enjoy 
all the Privileges and Prerogatives that 
any the moft favoured Nation does enjoy, 
(as the French do at prefent, and as the 
Englijh formerly did) and that too from 
the Day of the Publication of this Peace; 
which (hall be publiflied immediately in 
all Ports and Places convenient, as it is 
agreed in the Treaty of Commerce (igned 
this Day. 

IV. And in Cafe the Ships of his Im^ 
perial Majefty (hall be attacked on this 
Account, on this, or on the other, Side 
the Line, his Catholic Majefty promifes to 
make it the Common Caufe, and to take 
Vengeance and Reparation for the Injuries 
and Damages they fliall fuftain. 

In like Manner, if the Ships of his 
Catholic Majefty (hall be hoftilely attacked, 
either on this, or on the other. Side of the 
Line, on this Account, his Imperial Ma- 
jefty promifes likewife to make it the 
Common Caufe, and to take Vengeance 
and Reparation for Injuries and Damages 
faftained. 

V. And whereas by the Quadruple Al- 
liance, for the Security of the Realms, 
Dominions, and Provinces poflcfled by the 
contradting Powers, it was ftipulated, that 

they 
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they (hould become reciprocal Guaranties ; 
it is neverthelefs found neceflary by the 
prefent Alliance, to explain more at large 
what is meant by the Word Security^ and 
better to provide for what may happen. 
For this Purpofe therefore, and to confirm 
more ftrongly the Amity begun between 
his Imperial and his Catholick Majefty, 
it is thought necefTary to particularize as 
follows, the Succours with which each 
Party is to furnifh the other .for their 
mutual Security, viz. 

If the Emperor, his Kingdoms, and 
Hereditary Dominions, in whatever Place 
iituate, (hall be hoflilely attacked, or if 
the War, begun in another. Country, (hall 
be carried thither, that then his Catholic 
Majefty promifes to aflifl and fuccour his 
Imperial Majefty with all his Forces both 
by Land and by Sea ; and particularly to 
furni(h a Navy of at leaft fifteen large 
Ships of War, commonly called Line of 
Battle Ships i and befides this, an Army of 
20,000 Men, that is to fay, 15,000 Foot, 
and 5000 Horfe, their Winter Quarters to 
be provided by the Emperor. 

His Catholic Majefty to be excufed if 

he (hall furnifti Money inftead of Troops, 

after the Rate of 8000 Florins a Month 

for every 1000 Foot, and 24,000 for 

X 4 every 
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every looo Horfe, payable, at the Times 
ftipulated, by the Genoefe^ in the Town 
of Genoa. 

And if the King of Spain (hall not 
furnilh the Ships ftipulated, he Chall fend 
an Army of loooo Men, or Money for 
them, according to the Calculation above-- 
mentioned. 

In like Manner, his Imperial Majefty 
promifes and engages to fuccour his Ca- 
tholic Majefty with all his Forces both 
by Land and by Sea, in Cafe his Catholic 
Majefty's Dominions in Europe, or el(e- 
where, (hall be hoftilely attacked ; and 
particularly to fend to his Aid 30,000 Men, 
that is to fay, 20,000 Foot, and 10,000 
Horfe, to be provided with Winter Quar- 
ters by his Catholic Majefty. 

VI. The Embaffadors Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiaries of the two Powers con- 
trafting, promife refpedtively, that this 
particular Treaty of Alliance and Amity 
(hall be ratified by his Imperial Majefty, 
and by his Catholic Majefty, according to 
the Form mutually agreed; and that the 
folcmn Adts of Ratification (hall be cx-^ 
changed within Three Months, or fooner 
if poflible. 

tfnder Faith of which, the faid Mini- 
fters, Embaffadors Extraordinary, and Ple^ 

nipo- 
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nipotentiaries, have figncd with their owa 
Hands this Inftrumenc of Alliance and par-, 
ticqlar Amity ,3 and confirmed it with their 
Seals, &c. 
Done at Vienna in AuJlria^April 30, 1725. 

Eugene de Savoye^ 
Philip Lewis, Count Je Zinzendorf^ 
Gundaker, Count de Staremberg. 
John-Williamy Baron de Ripperda. 

But however efFedually, the communi-r 
eating this Secret TCreaty abfolved his Impe- 
rial Majefty from, the principal Matters 
laid to his Charge, the following fevere 
Memorial was prefented to the King by M. 
de * PalWy the Imperial Refident, and likc-^ 
wife difpers'd all over the Nation: 

Moft Serene and Potent King, 
\ S foon as the Speech made by your 
/^ Majefty to the Parliament of Great 
Britain now aflembled, came to the Know- 
ledge of his Imperial and Catholic Maje-r 
fty, my moft gracious Mafter ; hewasftruck 
with the utmoft Aftonifliment, that your 
Majefty could fuffer yourfelf to be prevailed 
upon to declare from the Ro)ral Throne, to 
that mcrft renown'd Nation, in a Manner 



* For which he was order 'd to depart the Kingdom forth-- 

hither^ 



314 A DeteSiion of the 

hitherto unheard of, as certain and un- 
doubted Fadls, feveral Things, fome of which 
are ftrain'd in that Speech to a wrong Senfe, 
fome are entirely diftant from the intentions 
of his Imperial and Catholic Majefly; and 
laftly, (which aflfedt much more fenfibly 
than all the reft) fome Things abfolutely 
void of all Foundation. 

For as to what regards the Peace con- 
cluded at Vienna vfitYi the Moft Serene King 
of Spain^ who can forbear being aftoni(b*d, 
that this very Peace, which is built on the 
Quadruple Alliance fign'd at London^ and 
other Treaties, contracted with your Ma- 
jefty, as its folid and fole Foundation ; and 
for the obtaining of which Peace, your Ma- 
jefty, together with your Allies, waged io 
bloody, fo long, and fo glorious a War, and 
took your felf fo much Pains to procure, 
fhould now be alledged by your Majefty as 
a juft Ground of Complaint, and (hould be 
made ufe of as a Pretence for thofe Things, 
which hitherto your Minifters have been do- 
ing in all Parts, to the great Detrinient of 
the Emperor and the Empire, and the Pub- 
lic Tranquility, and (hould be reprefented 
. by your Majefty to the Britijh Nation, with 
fo much Animofity againft the Emperor 
^nd King of Spain^ as a Violation of Trea- 
ties ? 

Alter 
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After complaining of the Peace made ac 
Vienna^ Complaint is likewife mad6 of the 
Treaty of Commerce entered into with 
Spaitiy which is calculated to promote the 
mutual and lawful Advantages of the Sub* 
jeds of both Parties, which is agreeable to 
the Law of Nations, and to the Cuftoms of 
all People in Amity with each other; which 
can in no refpedt be of any Prejudice to 
the Britijh Nation, whether we regard the 
Situation of the Countries, or the particular 
Nature of the Trade, and which is not ia 
the leaft repugnant to the Treaties made 
with Great Britain : So that if this Treaty 
beconfider'd with, a Mind free from Preju- 
dice, and from all Defign of inflaming the 
Nation, there will remain no Pretence to 
fay, that this Treaty can be grievous or 
hurtful to a Nation for which his Imperial 
Majcfty has the greateft Affedlion and E* 
fteem, and whofe glorious Exploits and im- 
portant Succours no Time will efface out of 
his Memory. 

The other Head of. Complaint, which 
contains fuch Things as are void of all Foun- 
dation, relates principally to that imaginary. 
Alliance, which in the Speech is call'd 0/- 
fenjive^ and is there fuppos'd to have Bfeen 
made againft your Majcfty, between the 
Eipperor and King pf Spain. But it will 

not 
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not only appear how groundlefs and frivo* 
lous this Suppofition is, from the Offer 
lately made by his Imperial and Catholic 
Majefty, of entering into a Convention, De 
fe mutuo non Offendendo^ but will be entirely 
refuted by the Confideration of the Tenor 
of the Treaty of Alliance and Friendjhip it- 
felf made with the Crown of Spain^ and 
communicated in its whole Extent to your 
Majefty when it was proper ; from the 
Words of which, whether the Icaft Sha- 
dow or Appearance of an Offenfive Alliance 
can be drawn, is fubmitted to the Judg- 
ment of the whole World. 

Another Part of the Complaint relates 
to the Secret Articles made in Favour of the 
Pretender^ whereof your Majefty afferts, that 
you have certain and undoubted InformatioJis^ 
by which Articles it (hould have been agreed 
to fet the Pretender on the Throne of Great 
Britain. With what View, on what Mo- 
tive, and to what Purpofe, thefe Informa- 
tions, founded on the falfeft Reports, were 
reprefented to the People of Great Britain^ 
' is not only eafy to be underftood by his Im- 
perial and Catholic Majefty, but is obvi- 
ous to the meaneft Capacity. But, fince 
the inviolable Dignity and Honour of fuch 
Great Princes cannot fuffer that Aflertions 
of this Nature, entirely unfupported by 

Truth, 
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Truth, (hould be advanced from the Royal 
Throne to the whole Nation, and to all 
Mankind, his Sacred Imperial and Catho- 
lic Majefty has exprefly commanded me, 
that I (hould declare to your Majefty, and 
to the whole Kingdom of Great Britain^ 
how highly he thinks himfelf afFronted 
thereby; folemnly affirming, upon his Im- 
perial Wor.dy that there cxifts no fecret Ar- 
ticle nor Convention whatfoevcr, which 
contains^ or can tend to prove the leajl Hittle 
of what has been alledged. 

But that the fecret Defigns, which He 
conceal'd under a Condudt till this Time 
unheard of, may more manifcftly appear, it 
muft be obfcrv*d, that the Time is pur- 
pofely taken for doing this, when a Nego- 
tiation is on Foot at Paris^ for compofing 
the Diffisrences which have arifen without 
any Fault of his Imperial and Catholic 
Majefty ; which Negotiation fufficiently 
(hews how much his Imperial and Catholic 
Majefty is at all Times inclined to Peace, 
and to the religious Obfervation of his 
Treaties. 

As to what is faid of Gibraltar^ and con- 
cerning the Siege thereof, under which, in 
the Speech it is infinuated, as if feme other 
Defign was concealed 5 the Hoftilities noto- 
' rioufly committed in the Indies and elfc- 

where, 
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where, againft the King of Spain^ in Viola* 
tion of Treaties, feem to have given a very 
juft Occafion to the King of Spain for at^ 
tempting that Siege. But as to the Inten- 
tions and Engagements of the Emperor 
tipon that Article, it is eafy to fee what they 
are, by the Treaty abovemention'd, which 
lias been communicated. 

As to what is faid in the lad Place, con* 
ccrning the OJlend Trade, which the Good- 
nefs of the Catholic King induc'd him to 
favour (being bound by no Treaty) after he 
had been apprized of the juft Reafons for 
the Eftablifliment of it, various Expedients 
for a Compofition have been propos'd, not 
only at the Hague^ but even lately at Paris^ 
left this harmlefs Method of providing for 
the Security of the Barrier, (hould prove 
an Obftacle to the common Friendship of 
Neighbouring Powers. 

Which Things being thus, the Injury of- 
fered to Truth, the Honour and Dignity of 
his Sacred Imperial and Catholic Majefty 
require, that they (hould be expofed to 
your Majefty, to ,the Kingdom of Great 
Britain^ and to the whole World. And his 
Sacred Imperial Majefty demands that Re- 
paration which is due to him by all man- 
ner of Right, for the great Injuries which 
have been done him by thefe many Impu- 
utions. In 
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In Count Sinzerdorfs Letter of Inftruc- 
tions, for drawing up the above Memorial, 
are likewife the following remarkable Paf- 
fagcs, 

" It is eafy to fee, that the Speech was 
made for no Purpoje, but to excite the Na- 
tion to a Jiupture^ and open War with the 
Emperor and Spain, and to make the Par^' 
liament approve the precipitate and burthen^ 
fome Meaiures which the Government has 
taken for private Ends, but too well known ^ 
That not only unwarrantable Inferences 
and Pretences have been made ufe of, but . 
that manifefl: Falflioods have been boldly 
advanced for indifputable Fafls; a Proceed- 
ing never fecn before among Powers who 
ought to refpedt each other, when in the 
mod flagrant Wars ; from whence it ought 
to be prefum'd, that the King, whofe facred 
Mouth ought to be an Oracle of Trutb^ 
muft have been himfelf abujed by the Sug- 
gejiions zaAfalJe Reports of thofe, who have 
ithe Honour to poflefs his Confidence; and 
who think it their Intereji to infame, by 
thefe Means, both the Prince and the Na^ 
tion^ for their own private Views and Per^ 
Jbnal Prefervation, without any Regard to 
the Honour of the Majefty of the Throne, 
or to the Evils which may refult from 

hence 
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hence to their own Country y and to all Eu^ 
rope. 

For thefe Purpofes they eftablifli a Foun- 
dation, and lay down as a certain Fad, that 
there is a pofitive Article in the Treaty of 
Alliance between the Emperor and the King 
of Spain^ to place the Pretender on the 
Throne of Great Britain^ and to invade that 
Kingdom with open Force ; and this they 
do, a few Days after the Minifter Plenipo*- 
tcntiary of the Catholic King had, before 
his Departure from London^ in a Memorial 
prefented in the Sacred Name of his Ma- 
iler, publicly and in the moft authentic 
Manner, difavow'd thefe Imputations, which 
fufficiently prove the Emperor's Difavowal 
of the fame, fince the pretended Article 
was equally imputed to the Two Powers, 
and one of them could not ^have ftipulated 
any thing in the fame Treaty without the 
other. Befides which, it is to be confider*d, 
that fix Months ago, upon the firft Reports 
of thefe falfe Suppofitions, the Emperor and 
King of Spain^ in order to filence them, 
propofcd a formal Adt, de non offendendOy 
into which all the Allies on one Side and 
the other might enter, and which would 
cfFcdlually have fecured the peaceable PoJfeJ^ 
Jiom of each of the Powers contrafting, ci- 
ther in the Treaty of Vienna^ or that of 

Hanover^ 
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Hanover^ till fuch Time as it had been poC- 
fible, by one general Treaty to remove and 
quiet the Complaints of all Sides: But thefe 
Propofals were rendered ineffe£lualy by the 
fame Views of thofe Perjons^ who chofe ra- 
ther to hinder the peaceable EfFeds of thefe 
juft Dcfigns, by Attacks and open HoftiUties." 

Having thus, from thefe authentic Pa- 
pers, thrown all the neceflary Lights on the 
Crijis before us, we return to the imme- 
diate Buiinefs of the Seflion. 

HisMajefty*s vno^ gracious Speech being 
read, according to Form, in a Committee 
of the whole Houfe, a Motion was made 
by Mr. Onjltm to hav6 it echoed back in the 
Addrefs with all the Duty, Loyalty, and 
Pundluality imaginable : This, however, was 
warmly oppos'd ; Some alledging the Abfuf- 
dity of approving Meafures to prevent Dan- 
gers, before they knew what thofe Meafures 
were, or whether thofe Dangers were real : 
And others comparing our Politics to Fene^ 
lopes ; Doing and undoing ; calling the Preten-- 
der 2LState' Bugbear \xc^vdcnx\ng2in Invafioa 
to be imprafticable, without the Help of 
Gulliver's Floating IJland \ declaring that the 
only Affair of anyMoment loEnglandyxz. the 
OJiend-Cotnpzny might have been nipfd in 
the Bud, for 10000/. and infinuating, that 
Y the 
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Treaty of Hanover, our provident Minifters 
agreed to pay the Swedes a Confideration of 
50,000 /. a Year for Three Years, tho* the 
faid Treaty did not lay the Swedijh Crown 
under fo many Obligations as former Treaties ; 
as we find it urg*d by Count Horn to the 
States of that Kingdom. 
: To defray all thefe and many more ex- 
traordinary Expences, a Tax of 4 s. in the 
Pound was laid upon the Land ; the Sur- 
pluffes of the Coal Tax were * mortgaged 
for 370000/. (tho**it was urg*d, that all 
Surplufles belonged to the Sinking Fund, and 
confequently the Alienating ^ny of them 
clafti'd even with the King's Speech) and 
another Vote of Credit was •f'wedg'd into 
the Malt Bill, tho* the Grants already made, 
amounted, within a Trifle, to Three Millions. 
Having feen the Court thus arm'd at all 
Points, let us next return to the Progrefs of 
, the Oppofition. 

on the Side of Holland^ 30,000 Danes \n the Pay di England 
and France into Lower Saxony^ who were like wife to be join'd 
with 18000 Hanoverians and 12000 HeJJians^ that a War 
might be kindled in the Heart, and on the Frontiers of ihc 
iimpire at once. 

* On a Divifion of 209 againft 82. 

t By 225 againft 109 ; upon this Occafion Mr. Hunger- 
ford took the Liberty to fay, <* That having already given 
4 J. in the Pound upOn Land, the admitting this Claufe of 
Credit, would be clapping a Tail to the Whale, which might 
Iwcep away the other Six feen."** 

Feb, 
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Feb. 7. A Motion was made to addrcfs 
for ail fuch Memorials or Reprefentations, 
from the Crowns of Sweden and Denmark^ 
as induc'd the King to fend the Squadron to 
the Baltic k laft Year, at fo great an Expence 
to the Nation : Negative J96 to 79. 

Feb. 10. An indigeftable Item appearing 
in the Account, (hewing how the Money 
given for the Year 1726, had been dif- 
pofed of, viz. of One Hundred and Twenty^ 
five Tihoufand Pounds, charged in general 
TermSy as iffued for other Engagements and 
Expences than were fpecify'd, Mr. Pulte-^ 
ney infifted, that, before the faid Account 
was referred to the general Committee^ the 
Houfe (hould be made acquainted with the 
particular Difpofition of fo confiderable a 
Sum ; but the contrary was voted by 178 
againft 78. 

It being apprehended, however, that fuch 
a Proceeding as this would be attended with 
difagreeable Confequences, an Addrefs was 
permitted to pafs both the Committee and 
the Houfe, for an Account of the Diftribu- 
tion of the faid Sum ; to which his Ma-^ 
jefty was pleas'd to anfwer. That the Sum 
in queftion had been diiburid^ purjuant to the 
Fov/EKgivento hisMajeJly by Parliament, 
for NECESSARY Services and Engagements cf 
the VTMOST Importance ta /i&^ Trade and 
Y 3 Navi- 
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Navigation of tbh Kingdom^ and^ the 
TRANQnii;.iTY ^Europe, andvbicb r<s. 
quire the utmost Secrecy » ^^> therefore^ 
a particular and djifiii^ A:cQmt of the Di-^ 
Jlrtbutim of it (anmt pojfib)^ ifgivett, witih 
out manif^ frtfudice to the Public 

This Aofwer being held iofufficient b; 
fofQc, Mr. Pukeney mov'd for 21 farther Mr 
drefs, mqfi e^^rneftly to btfeecb bis Maje/fy^ txe. 
but on the quoting of 9 lame PnpJcdenc re- 
lating to the Cmtif^mces of the Army ii| 
the Reign of Queen Ame^ the QueftioQ 
was put, and cafry'd as the Court would 
have it, b% 235 againd 1 10 ; and aqother Ad- 
drefe was voted, exprefling tbe Thanks of the 
Hoiife for bis Mcje/iys great Care mid Wif 
corrjy &c. and to ajjwe his Majefly^ That this 
HoufCy placing an entire Confidence in' 
bis Majejlfs Goodnefs^ and Regard for tbe 
true Interest of his People^ willjiandiy 
andfupport bis Maje/ly in all fuch far- 
ther Measures as bis Majefty Jball fndi 
necejjary and expedient for. preventing 4 
Rupture, and for the Hqmur and Advan* 
tage of tbefe Kingdoms. 

The Cafe of the Commiffioners of the 
Hankers and Pedlars Duty, as reprefentec) 
in the Petition by the faid Commiflioners, 
having been referred to a Committee, it ap- 
pear'd by the Report naade tp the Houfe 

therepn^ 
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thereoDy that the faid Duty, for the Space 
of Four Years, except 1500/. was loft to 
the Public, tho* the Money arifing there« 
from (hould have been paid, according to 
hOi of Parliament, into the Exchequer 
Weekly \ and that, by Reafon of the loofe, 
carelefi, and neglo^ful Management of the 
late Commiflioners, there was a Deficiency 
of 36693^ 135, £d. on the faid Duty, 
6ver and above 6ooq7. which had been 
paid by the Securities of the lace Caihi^r 
to the iaid Commiffioner$. 

It happened, that this Abufe of the Pub- 
Ik was to notorious and inexcufable, that 
even the very Courtiers were a(ham'd of it^ 
and Sir J F ■■■■ J^-.— hipifclf, tho* he en- 
deavoured to exempt the * Mni/ier frona 
any Blame or Cenfure on that Accounti 



* It oag^ not to be foi^gpt. That among tho& who c]^- 
jnourM with moft BtttemeTs upon this Ocoiiion, there was 
one Gentleman, who» be&re tne End of this very Seflion, 
made a Vifit to Sir R, W. to give hio) to underihnd, He wax 
IR&/ Pcint of fitting 9Utfip P^As ; and that if be bad any 
Commiilion to bis Brother, wbicb wai of too delicate a Na-^ 
tare to h eommimd to Writing^ be Aouid be proud of bis 
Commands.'^Thh fhuik amd forward Ofier of a feeming 
Enemy, Sir X. feon after, commmiiaites to a certain Right 
Honourable Men\ber ; adding. He is certainly the impudenteft 
Fellow in tbe World: Tben will I flake my Life, replies the 
6id Member, fbat you become fworn Brotbers witbin this 
^welvemomb% wJhA Prophecy wc have fccn pun^ually Vc- 
rify*d. 

Y 4 thought 
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thought it ad vifeablc to move, Tbat^fthe^ 
Petition of the /aid Commiffioners might be 
rejeSied^ which was carry *d without divi- 
ding. 

But this artful Palliative had not all the 
defir'd EfFcift ; Mx.Pulteney not only brought 
the Abufe home to the Treafury, but in- 
veighed fiercely againft the Audaciimfnefi of 
SOME Persons, iobo^ by their corrtipt Ma^ 
nrfrementy thought tlyemJeVoes fo fCFiverful and 
Jicure^ as to dare to skreen the greatejl Of- 
fe-fiJers. Sir Robert Walpole recriminated 
with a Charge againft other Perftms^ Of DiJ^ 
cTj^lntment^ Envy, Malignity, yZ'oo/m^ Poi- 
10:] in the Dark, Jcatter'd under Allegories, 
in vi'e Libels, &c. 

The Courtiers^ however, being in pain 
tor their Chief call'd for the Order bf the 
V.'iy, which put an End to this curious In- 
ie-1 lie ; the' not to the Refentment it oc- 
^ lon'd ; for when yiv.de PaMs Memorial, 
L,.. .:i c inferted, wa^ laid before the Houfe, 
in orcev to convince the Emperor, that 
T'.e Flcftor of Jff — — ^had a better Intereft 
rhci:, than his Itnperial Majefty, the Ad- 



1". •. . Cafe was, afterwards, recommended in his Ma- 
\ .. - :he Coniideration of Parliament, by the 
..V £r//7^^.vr'r, and a Cominittee \vas appointed 
. ^ with them for the Debt. 

drefs 
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drefe of Abhorrence and Ikfiance^ ivhich 
was procure upoa that Occafion^ was 
wound up in the following Terms: 

^ And if any among your mvn SubjeSis^ 
have been fo wicked ^$ to countenancey en* 
courage and abet the Dijiurhers of the 
Public Tranquility, in this extravagant 
Injult upon your Majefty, or fiatter^d them 
with Hope^^ that an obftinate Perfeverance 
in their deJiruSiive Meafures could ftagger 
the Firmnefs of the British Natiqn, 
we are refolvd effeSlually to defeat all fuch 
groundlefs Expcdtations., and to convince 
the tVorldy that the Intreagues of ^ 
FEW cannot, in any Degree, abate or 
flacken that Vigour and Refolution, with[ 
which a true Love and Concern for our 
Country, a juft Senfe of its Interefts^ 
and an un(haken Lpyalcy to your Majefly^ 
have infpired us/ 

CoukJ the Senate of T*iberim have fai4 
more ? Could the Parafites of any Court 
whatever have l^ck'd the Duft of the Royal 
Foot-ftool with more Servility ? Did the 
ftupid and incorrigible yews fin more 
againft common Senfe^ when they fct up their 
CalJ\ and proclaimed, Thefe are thy Gods^ O 
is^iAEL ? An^ yc^ ^his was the Voice of 
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th<^ wbo were become the Rsprefima^ 
fives of Great Britain^ to a Sovereign of 
their own Cbu/kg.-^ My Stomach nirag 
as I write: But, however fick, he that is 
cmbark'd^' mi^ proceed to die End of his 
Voyage. 

The ^ Jobs of the Sefiion being over^ 
J^ I5(h» his Majefty put a Period to i^ 
with a Speech to b(Kh Hoiife% in which^ 

after 



* Among which ought not to be fi»got, the ^moiis one 
of the Armf Det&BtMfii, a Brief of which we find dins 
delivered in Parliament, oat of the Month of the great P«« 
tfiot Mr. P. upon the Motion for an Addreis to xcmove 
Sir R. fr. 

*^ We all know what a prodigiotts Sumthat the Dd)Cs dae 
to the Army, and to foreign States, were at laft brooght 
tO) which continued for fevera) Years to circulate under the 
JMame of Army Debentures, at an Interefl olE fmr fer Cemf, 
without ^y Fund for paying off the Principal. Moft €A 
tiiofe Debentures that were certified before the 21ft o( March 
1719, were fuhfcnbed into the Sooth-Sea Company; but 
of them therq remained unfubforibed near 400,000 /. and 
after the 2ifl of March 1719, new Army Ddxntures were 
inade out for Debts not before certified for near 5 ^0,000 /. 
fo that, for fome Time before the Year 1727, there was 
sear a Million circuiarin^ in Army Debentures at /<mr per 
Cent, without any certain Fund for paying the Prindpal £ 
for as the Sinking Fupd had been appropriated to the 
Payment of Debts contn£led before the Year 1716, fome 
People doubted if it could be applied to the Payment of 
thefe Dtebentures ; and as there was always a great Num- 
|)er of them at Market, they came at kft to be fold at 
above 30 /. fer Cent, Dilcount. But towards the latter End 
9f the Year 1726, all that could be got at my Diicount 
V7ere bought up, and a certain Shop in this City was 

par- 
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after the ufinl Ounplfoients, he refers 
fo the Sicgp of Gikraltar^ now commenced, 
for a Demonftration pf the Defigns oi 
the Emperor and Spain^ fignifies neverthe- 
lefs, that, in Conjundlijon with the moil 
i^brijlian Kingj apd thp &tate$ General, he 
had' made Opers of an Accommodation ^ 
gives them to underftand that Swedpi had 
acceded to the Treaty pf Hammer^ and that^ 
^together with the moft Cbrijlian King^ 
be had made a * Convention with Den-^ 
tnari; glories in the Wopders perform*d 
by the Copimons this Seflion, as {o manjr 
f roofs of the Credit, Pp\yer and Strength 

of 

partlcoliirly noted for the purchafing fuch Debentures. At 
^t&f apon the 7th of Mar^J^ ^79^» ^ Refolution was com^ 
to in thb Houfe, to pay off all thofe Army Debentux«s ; 
pf which Public Notice was given^ and by an Adt of the 
fame SefHon, ^the jinking Fund was appropriated to the 
paying off alllhcfc pebenturcs at thrfr full Price, by whiqh 
the lad Purchafers gpt in a few Months above 30 per Cent. 
clear Profit. 

** Whether the Minifter himfcif was perfonally concerned 
in this Job, I fliall not pretend, Sir^, to determine, but 
fome of his Friends were J^own to be concerned in ^t. 

* Which hath for its Foundation, the Security. of SleJ- 
ipick to the Crown of Denmark^ and the Mamtenance of 
the Tranquility of Lower Saxony^ in Order to which his 
Danijb ^Iajefty was to keep on Foo^ an Army of 24,oo<^ 
j^en, which was to be remforc'd with 6000 more /n Cafe 
of need. France paying j^coce Rix Dollars annually for 
JPour Years, to his DMnifff MajeHy, &q. 

' ' ■ ■ m 
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of this Kingdom; and concludes with a 
Hint, That be was fcarce able to decide^ 
whether we (hoald have Peace or War^ &c. 

But tho' his Majelly chofe to be ib 
diffident on this great Point, the Prelimi^ 
naries for a general Pacification, were 
fign'd at Paris^ within Five Days after 
the Prorogation ; whereby the OJiend Eaft- 
India Trade was fufpended for Seven Years^ 
The Englijh^ French and Dutch "wtr^ re- 
ftor'd to all their Commercial Privileges, 
* Hoftilities were to ceafe on the part of 
Spain^ and a Congrefs was to be openM, 
within four Months, for the final Determi- 
nation of ail Differences. 

But this was an Event his Majefly did 
not live to fee; being taken ill in his Way 
to Hanover^ and dying at Ofnaburgb "^um 
the TENTH, 1727, 



And his Britannic Majcfly engages to fecure Denmark 
fron the Infults of the Ruffian Fleet, by fending a fufficient 
Squadron oi good Ships when call'd for : as likewife, to 
fbrnifh Two Bodies of Troops of 1 2,000 Each, to join the 
24,000 Danes before mention'd, upon the firft News of 
the Motion of the Ruffians y or any other Troops whatever, 
to attack Slefzoick^ and trouble the Repofe of Lower Saxony. 

* On our Side, none had been commenced, except in the 
Defence of Gibraltar ; and even in that Cafe, we behav'd 
lb unaccountably, that the Spaniards knded Supplies of all 
Sorts, for the carrying on the Siege, under the Stern of 
our Admiraly without th? leafi Interruption^ or Fear of 

As 
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As I am not Writing a rcgulilr Hiftofv, 
I am under no Obligation to touch upon 
this Prince's Cbarafkcr ; but, as I have dealt 
freely with bis R^ign, I owe this Juftice 
to his Memory, Thar, tho' bis Heart was 
apparcDily yi*/ on ag^randi:nng bis H^ff^ff 
Dominions, he had no Purpole io do any 
eflcntial Injury to ihfe People of England: To 
make their Mimft^l anfwerable for all 
Faults, we are ^oW^ is the Privilege of bur 
Kings V but if it had not been fo,* he might 
have challenged it M.his Right \ For being 
a Stranger to our Cotiftitution, he exprefly 
dejh'd in all Things to be dirciStcd by it j 
and, if ever he departed from it, it was 
becaufe his Guides led him aftray. 

L The foUau^ing Particulars are added by way 
of Supplement y to the Second Part of the 
Firfl SeJJion, of the Firjl Parliament^ after 
the Acceffhn ^K. George I. 

L The King, Jan. 9, 17 15- 16, in his 
tnofigraciom Speech from the Throne, aH- 
fures himfclf of the Parliaments aBing with 
fucb a Vigour as will end in the Confufion of 
all thofe who bad openly engaged in the Re^ 
hellion: In another Pacj, He acknowledges 
it to be a Matter of the greateft Uneafi- 
»efs to him,* That the Rebellion (hould 
cloud the intended Clemency of his Reign, 
♦ Y by 
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by calling for indijpenjible Returns of Sev>^ 
rity I and in the Conclofion» He makes nd 
Queftion but chat the £siid Rebellion would 
0boli/h all other DifiinSNons^ but tf fucb as 
ere zeahus Affertors of the Ldbertia of their 
Country^ and rf fucb as are endeawuri^ to 
fubje& the Nation to the Rsvbhob and Ty* 
RANNY of a Popiih Pretender, 

IL An * ABt was paft'd by both Houles^ 
for the more e0fj and Jpeedy Trial of fuch 
Perfms as have levy' di cr Jhall kvy War 
il^aiffi his Majeftyi by which .it was pro- 
videdy That Perfons j^uilty of Treafon, and 
who were in Arms m the Rebellion, were 
to be tryed for the iame, before fuch Com- 
miffioners, and in fuch County as his Ma- 
jefty (hould appoint: whereas, before this 
Law was obtained, the Ofienders were to be 
try'd in the County where theFaA was 



* To this Bill great Oppofition was given in both Hoofes^ 
and it was provM to be diltdUy contnby to Magna Cbarta, 
and fubverfive of die antient, undoabted, and fbndamental 
Rights of the Sufcjefl: But all this iignify'd nothing: Neajpt^ 
was made a general Anfwer to all tbit could be uig^d ; as if 
there couW be any Neceffity for makmg atl the People of Rng^ . 
land Shves ; or any Equivalent could be ^ven for fuch a Sa- 
crifice. 

It is certain, this A£l, and the gracious Speech above quoted^ 
were held as Authorities for very fevere, itnot unjuft Proceed- 
ings : And a Jury which, in Snibwark^ had acquitted Two 
Gentlemen, were thereupon difmifs'd ; and another were im** 
j^anneli'd by the C«urc in their Scfad; 

com- 
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Cbmmitted, by Jurors of the fame County, 
who were fuppos^d to be the beft Judges of 
the Fadt committed ; it being within theif 
Knowledge^ 

III. A farther Aheration was alfo made 
in the Conftitution, by the Riot-AB^ which 
has been treated of p. 20 1. For^ in Virtue of 
this Law, four Rioters were executed in 5^- 
iisSury C$urtf as guilty of Fir/o;;^, who would 
cthcrwife» have been punUh'd with Fine^ 
and Imprifonmeat only. 

IV. The * farther Sulpcnfion of the fli?- 

beas-Corpus 



* Of tbefe Safpcnfioos of tlie BaUas-drpm A£t, I find it 
^us written. 

' Wlulft thqr were fo happHy poflefcM of t Rebellion to 
onrry on thor Porpoies, many Perfons of *all Ranks were 
fiized» and without any Forms of Law, or knowing their 
Aocafen, and even without any Aoculktion at all, were de- 
tained a'loi^ time inPrifon; their Friends and Rtlatioos 
eohibited to come near them» and they not pern^itted to 
ve pnupon Neceilariet : Which Invafion of Men^s Rights 
lya^ fo univer&Uy pn|fi^*d throoghout the Kiogdop), it woulc) 
fill a Volump to enumerate how many PerToos and Families 
)y^e uodgne by it. I have feen a Manufcrlpt in the Hands of 
a Nobleman, containing the Names of the Opprefibrs, and an 
account of Thou&nds of Innocent People, many of thena 
Perfons of diftindlion, who fofiered in their Health, Efbtes, 
and feveral who loft their Lives by that il}^l Method of 
Imprifoning, ad srkitrium. Which furely w^s a great Argu^ 
ment, among a Multitude of others, of the dangprous Conie- 
quence oi breakii^ in upon the Fences of National Freedom. 
]^ot but that it b a prudent piece of Policy in all Governments^ 
to ftrength^ ti^cn^felves by fe^uripg t^ Perfons of fuqb 
£x^ies, as plot tHeir Overthrow : But the Methods, thefc; 
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beai'Corpus h& we have before takeo N^ 
tice of; Buc ic is proper to add, Thftt whfca 
Exceptions were tak:en to it in the Houfe of 
Lords, as being wholly unnecejfary^ and ad 
Amendment proposed, That tbf Caufe of 
Commitments Jhould bi cjfigfidt Md that 
villarwus andfalje Informers might be fu-f, 
niJlSd^ tbofe Claufcs were rejeded, and cb^ 
People of England were again left at the 
Mercy of the Miniftry ; thtx* it is remarkable^ 
That King Charles II. refus'd to bff at the 
Mercy of the People, by parting with his 
Power over the Militia^ tho' but for Half 
AN Hour. 

V. And it moreover plcas^ this moft de- 
voted Parliament t6 throw in yet another 
Complement to the Crown, by a -f- Law to 

utdcmni^ 



Men made ufe of, were whollj unfaftifitbley and woqM btv^ 
rendered them odious, tho* they had done nothing elfe, that 
wa« bad. For, what e]Te' could be faid of them andthdt 
proceeding?,' but that the Confervators of the Liberty oj 
their Countrymen, not only gave up the chief Security there- 
of, which was the Baiei^s-Corpus i but (hewed the Example 
themfelves to Others, 10 ilriJce at the Root of the ConftitU'- 
lion ? 

f Of this the Writer raft quoted, comments as fbllowi. 
As the Army was their chipf Support, they ftudied aQ 
Ivays of pleafmg the Officers, and (ubjc£yng the Common 
Soldiers to anfwer their Ends. In order to the firft of thefe^ 
they paid them well, indidged them in all i:mds of Licenf<v 
that a vitlorious Army arc prone to ; and then to quiet thci^ 
Minds againll the Fear of Stilts or Profecutions for their Out- 

»8«t 



indemoify fuGhPerTonSy wbblntvei aded ib 
Defence of his Mftjeftjr's. PerfoQf aikd O^: 

pigcs, they kindly gave them a BUI of Indemnity for their l6i{ 
JJfe and Proceflion ; and to juftify idl the. LofiiUs^&d fiacbicip 
ties they had committed^ , which were^ without ^u|nber. 
And When the Country bectmfe eriteoftd'by Tittte, ahd t«* 
dl Men <h*ied otit to htv^ the Army reduei^, they f<^ u^ 
k bcheme to favour, dieir goo4 Friends^ ahd yet fec|^ td 
icomply with the Wiihes And Wattts of die t'tople: whidi 
was to model, the Army io, at t<y keep tip a jfHr/r/ Ninr^ it 
Ojfiterfy and Jewer Sbfiiiers. By which mektis, they had i 
new Opporiunicy of Purging tbit Body of thofe- they" dii^ 
Ited, they gratified thehr Friends, tud ftili-Teatihod the faid| 
Power to do Mifchief, and continued the faz^e OpprefBod upW 
the Country. 

In Order to fqbdue the Spirits of the Cbmmon Soldien to 
all their Ufes, they fet up MartUl 1^(9, . independent of th^ 
Cit^il Magiftrate, and in Times of Peace. This was to a^ 
^irly, and take off the Mafque at once : fince it was, in 
'tSkh^ to fet up for a Military Government without further 
Ceremony. For, how averfc foevcr the Soldiers might be to 
trample upon the Laws and Liberties of their Countrymeiu 
they were by Martial Law to be compdled to it : a Refufii 
to ferve for fuch Purpoies was thereby interpreted Mutiny } 
for which they wpre infiantly to be Shot, being deprived 
of the Benefit of the Laws of the Lan4 ^ ^'^^"^ excluded 
from their Right by Magna-Chartu to an equal Tryal by i* 
Jury of their Neighbours. And the Hardihip was ftill die 
greater upon the Commod Soldiers, that, though their Country 
jhould not require their Service, and that they fhould deiirt t^ 
retreat to their Hoines, their Families, or fon»e honeft Occu- 
pation, it was not in their Power j but they were to be put 
to Death for De/ertirs^ to attempt* a Delivery from Idlenells 
fund Servitude. Thus, by Virtue of this Law, the Soldiers 
Wame iirfl enflaved, in order afterwards to bring the Coun* 
try under Bondage: WhiUl the Officers gained a Dominion, 
jjyhlch they abuiini' according xp the Tyranny of their Natures 
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vommeht^ and for the Prefervacion of the 
public Peace of thefe Kingdoms^ in and 
Hbout the Time of the kce unnatural Re^ 
bellion, .firom vexatious Suits and Ptofecu* 
ticMis. 



•ad the Pride of Upftutsi «nd dus perh^ vM& mike 
coBMnon Soldien tbe more %^&f Co bring thdr PeSovr Sub- 
jefts into Skvery, duU thejr migh^ ail be upon tn equal Foott 
for the tone Porpofe, thejr put the MlHtia under nei¥ Re« 
«ihtiona» and into the Hands of Men, notorious fiir Animo- 
fitjr, agdoft the Conftitution in Churth «nd ^/tf<r, or of fo 
ficde Intereft or Stake in their Countty, that ^qr m^ht be 
doended ip(»» as proper Inftmwenu to bring. it ^no 
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